
18-Week NHS Wait Target Plan Likely to Fail
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Health leaders are cautioning that the government's efforts to address the hospital backlog in England will
fall short without a fundamental overhaul in service delivery.

Labour's proposal to increase weekly appointments and operations by 40,000 to meet the 18-week waiting
time target may only address 15% of the required capacity, as per NHS Confederation's research.

A broader transformation in hospital care is urged, advocating for advanced utilization of digital
technologies to enhance productivity.

The imminent government review, spearheaded by NHS surgeon Lord Ara Darzi, seeks to identify major
impediments in improving waiting times, including concerns about children's health deterioration.

Sir Keir Starmer referenced Lord Darzi's forthcoming review while highlighting challenges in NHS
management.

The NHS Confederation emphasizes the need for significant shifts, advocating for investments in digital
technologies, robotic surgery, and AI to enhance efficiency and diminish unnecessary procedures.

Streamlining post-treatment evaluations and utilizing remote follow-up checks are among the suggested
strategies to optimize resources and reduce patient waiting times.

The report also underscores the importance of improving patient prioritization and data management to
avoid misallocation of resources.

The Department of Health and Social Care affirms its commitment to bolstering productivity, merging
innovation with increased operational capacity, to revamp healthcare services effectively.

Vocabulary List:

1. Backlog /ˈbæk.lɒɡ/ (noun): A build-up of uncompleted tasks or a queue of pending items to be addressed.
2. Overhaul /ˈoʊ.vɚ.hɔːl/ (verb): To take apart a machine or system in order to examine it and repair it if necessary.
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3. Capacity /kəˈpæs.ɪ.ti/ (noun): The maximum amount that something can contain or produce.
4. Impediment /ɪmˈpɛd.ɪ.mənt/ (noun): A hindrance or obstruction in doing something.
5. Prioritization /praɪˌɔːr.ɪ.taɪˈzeɪ.ʃən/ (noun): The process of deciding the importance of tasks or matters enabling 

resources to be allocated effectively.
6. Efficiency /ɪˈfɪʃ.ən.si/ (noun): The ability to achieve a desired outcome with minimal waste of time and resources.

Comprehension Questions

Multiple Choice

1. Who is spearheading the imminent government review to address hospital waiting times? 
    Option: Lord Ara Darzi
    Option: Sir Keir Starmer
    Option: NHS Confederation
    Option: Labour Party

2. What is the main emphasis of the NHS Confederation regarding healthcare improvements? 
    Option: Investments in digital technologies
    Option: Increasing administrative staff
    Option: Reducing hospital bed capacity
    Option: Expanding traditional surgical procedures

3. Which organization advocates for streamlining post-treatment evaluations and remote follow-up checks? 
    Option: NHS Confederation
    Option: Labour Party
    Option: Sir Keir Starmer
    Option: Department of Health and Social Care

4. What technological advancements are recommended by the NHS Confederation to enhance efficiency? 
    Option: Robotic surgery and AI
    Option: Traditional surgical instruments
    Option: Manual record-keeping systems
    Option: Analog diagnostic equipment

5. Who is mentioned as referencing Lord Darzi's forthcoming review? 
    Option: Sir Keir Starmer
    Option: Lord Ara Darzi
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    Option: NHS Confederation
    Option: Labour Party

6. What is one major impediment in improving waiting times mentioned in the text? 
    Option: Concerns about children's health deterioration
    Option: Lack of medical staff
    Option: Insufficient hospital funding
    Option: Overabundance of surgical equipment

Answer
Multiple Choice: 1. Lord Ara Darzi 2. Investments in digital technologies 3. NHS Confederation 4. Robotic 
surgery and AI 5. Sir Keir Starmer 6. Concerns about children's health deterioration

Vocabulary quizzes

Multiple Choice  ( Select the Correct answer for each question. ) 

1. What is used to describe the rapidly increasing number of COVID-19 cases? 
    Option: Easing
    Option: Fluctuating
    Option: Soaring
    Option: Stagnant

2. Which adverb emphasizes the need for immediate action? 
    Option: Casually
    Option: Reluctantly
    Option: Urgently
    Option: Diligently

3. What term refers to the critical nature or seriousness of situation? 
    Option: Trivial
    Option: Severity
    Option: Mildness
    Option: Insignificant

4. What word is used when medication is officially recommended by a doctor? 
    Option: Optional
    Option: Customized
    Option: Prescribed
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    Option: Suggested

5. What term relates to the growth and development of the brain and nervous system? 
    Option: Muscular
    Option: Neurodevelopmental
    Option: Respiratory
    Option: Digestive

6. What is the term for the careful examination or inspection? 
    Option: Neglect
    Option: Scrutiny
    Option: Approval
    Option: Superficiality

7. Which process involves providing guidance or support to someone in need? 
    Option: Judging
    Option: Compromising
    Option: Counselling
    Option: Accusing

8. What term describes inappropriate behavior or wrongdoing? 
    Option: Pristine
    Option: Misconduct
    Option: Ethical
    Option: Compliant

9. What is the term for a thorough examination and repair or renovation? 
    Option: Neglect
    Option: Overhaul
    Option: Patchwork
    Option: Minimal

10. What term refers to the frequency of occurrence of something? 
    Option: Relevance
    Option: Frequency
    Option: Incidence
    Option: Negligence

Gap-Fill  ( Fill in the blanks with the correct word from the vocabulary list. ) 
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11. The company was struggling due to a huge  of orders that needed to be 

processed. 

12. The new medicine aims to  pain and reduce inflammation. 

13. The community was  by the natural disaster with homes destroyed and lives 

lost. 

14. The stadium has a seating  of 50,000 spectators. 

15. Lack of funding has been a major  to the project's progress. 

16. The new software system improved the company's overall  and productivity. 

17. Family planning includes methods of birth control and  to prevent unwanted 

pregnancies. 

18. The errors were not intentional but were due to several  in the quality control 

process. 

19. Scientists are studying the relationship between smoking and lung cancer to determine if there is a 

direct . 

20. Leaders must take  for their actions and decisions. 

Matching Sentences  ( Match each definition to the correct word from the vocabulary list. ) 

21. The play depicted a story of love and loss that moved the audience to tears.

22. The campaign aimed to raise about the importance of environmental conservation.

23. The project's failure was attributed to several in the planning phase.

24. The university is known for its groundbreaking in the field of robotics.

25. The evidence presented in court was proven to be leading to a mistrial.
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26. The company prides itself on its commitment to honesty and in all its dealings.

27. The theater has a seating of 500 making it suitable for large productions.

28. The patient needs to be seen by a doctor due to the severity of the symptoms.

29. Effective time management includes tasks based on their importance and deadlines.

30. The of flu cases usually rises during the winter months.

Answer
Multiple Choice: 1. Soaring 2. Urgently 3. Severity 4. Prescribed 5. Neurodevelopmental 6. Scrutiny
7. Counselling 8. Misconduct 9. Overhaul 10. Incidence
Gap-Fill: 11. Backlog 12. Alleviate 13. Devastated 14. Capacity 15. Impediment 16. Efficiency 17. 
Contraception 18. Oversights 19. Causality 20. Accountability
Matching sentence: 1. Tragic 2. Awareness 3. Oversights 4. Research 5. Fabricated 6. Integrity 7. Capacity
8. Urgently 9. Prioritization 10. Incidence
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