
50,000-Year-Old Artifacts Unveil Enigmatic Symbols

Description

The intricate cuts and meticulously etched designs adorning certain ancient human artifacts transcend mere 
aesthetic considerations, as postulated by a faction of archaeologists. These markings may herald the 
nascent emergence of creative expression and symbolic cognition among our stone-fragmenting 
predecessors.

In a groundbreaking study spearheaded by scholars from the Hebrew University of Jerusalem, evidence has 
been unearthed suggesting that numerous artifacts from the Levant region, dating between 50,000 and 
100,000 years ago, exhibit subtle yet deliberate "intentional engravings.

Today, the Levant region represents the critical land corridor between Africa and Eurasia—an essential
juncture traversed by our ancestors during their initial exodus from Africa, thus marking a significant
chapter in the evolution of tool-making. However, the implications of these tools may extend beyond mere
utility.

Under meticulous microscopic examination, the researchers discerned that certain Levantine stone tools boast 
unmistakable geometric motifs. Dismissed by some experts as haphazard markings in the past, these designs 
necessitate prescriptive intent, meticulous planning, and skillful execution.

Among the artifacts scrutinized were two tools fashioned through the Levallois knapping technique typical of 
the Levantine Stone Age, wherein a flint core is expertly flaked to cultivate a sharp point. One of these tools 
hails from the Middle Paleolithic, while the other originates from approximately 100,000 years ago.

Analogous to ornamental shells, ochre pigments, and other engraved materials crafted from stone, bone, or 
ostrich eggshells, these engravings potentially signify symbolic human behavior that transcends practical 
functionality—an early synthesis of beauty and utility.

Although conclusively discerning the intentions of prehistoric societies remains an elusive endeavor, the 
authors of the current analysis hypothesize that deeper layers of significance lie beyond simple visual 
appeal.

ESL-NEWS
www.esl-news.com

ESL-NEWS.COM

Page 1
www.esl-news.com

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Levant
https://doi.org/10.1007/s12520-024-02111-4
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Middle_Paleolithic


"Abstract thought constitutes a cornerstone of human cognitive evolution," asserts archaeologist and 
principal author Mae Goder-Goldberger.

She further contends, "The intentional engravings discovered on these artifacts underscore a capacity for 
symbolic expression, indicative of a society showcasing advanced conceptual faculties."
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Stone Core Levant
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This engraved cortical Levallois core was found in Manot cave in the Levantine region,
alongside other Middle Paleolithic artefacts. (Goder-Goldberger et al., Archaeological and 
Anthropological Sciences, 2025)

The researchers' conclusions derive from a meticulous comparative analysis of these stone flint cores 
alongside other ancient artifacts unearthed in the Levant.

The two flint cores examined by Goder-Goldberger and her cohort deviate markedly from other Levantine 
examples due to their distinct engraved textures, resembling a radiating array of lines.

In stark contrast, the incisions present on a blade discovered from Amud cave, crafted more than 55,000 
years ago, lack consistent spacing and fail to establish a discernible pattern.
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Stone Work Africa 
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Photo of an ancient, retouched blade created more than 55,000 years ago. The marks on its
surface are shallow and do not form a geometric pattern. (Goder-Goldberger et al., 
Archaeological and Anthropological Sciences, 2025)

The geometric motifs on the Levantine tools are concentrated within designated "areas of interest", some of 
which are bisected by flake removals, indicating they were inscribed prior to the final knapping procedures, 
as opposed to post-utilization.

An additional artifact, a plaquette from the Levantine, was scrutinized due to its devoid of any evident 
function, dating back 54,000 years. Its surface likewise exhibits geometric patterns akin to those on the 
Levant cores.

Stone Comparison

Image not found or type unknown
Schematic drawing of the two stone cores from the Levant (A/C) as well as the plaquette (B).
(Goder-Goldberger et al., Archaeological and Anthropological Sciences, 2025)

In light of the evident resemblances among the artifacts excavated at these three Levantine sites, Goder-
Goldberger and her associates propose that these intricate engravings were accomplished using "sharp-
edged non-retouched tools (likely stone tools) employing a singular stroke for each incision." This 
methodology suggests an underlying intention and creativity.
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Should the authors' assertions hold merit, it implies that motivations transcending mere subsistence and
survival may have compelled the creation of these remarkable stone tools and the intent of their artisans
thousands of years ago.

"The methodological framework we employed not only underscores the deliberate nature of these
engravings," states archaeologist João Marreiros from the Leibniz Centre for Archaeology in Germany, "but
also for the first time offers a comparative paradigm for the examination of similar artifacts, enriching our
comprehension of Middle Paleolithic societies."

The findings of this study were published in Archaeological and Anthropological Sciences.

Vocabulary List:

1. Intricate /ˈɪn.trɪ.kət/ (adjective): Very detailed and complicated.
2. Meticulously /məˈtɪkjʊləsli/ (adverb): In a way that shows great attention to detail; very thoroughly.
3. Artifacts /ˈɑːrtɪfæks/ (noun): Objects made by humans typically of cultural or historical interest.
4. Cognition /kɒɡˈnɪʃ.ən/ (noun): The mental action or process of acquiring knowledge and understanding through 

thought experience and the senses.
5. Emphasis /ˈɛm.fə.sɪs/ (noun): Special importance or significance placed upon something.
6. Symbiotic /ˌsɪm.biˈɒt.ɪk/ (adjective): Involving interaction between two different organisms living in close 

physical association typically to the advantage of both.

Comprehension Questions

Multiple Choice

1. What is the main significance of the engravings on ancient artifacts mentioned in the text? 
    Option: Aesthetic considerations
    Option: Symbolic cognition and creative expression
    Option: Historical documentation
    Option: Practical functionality

2. Which region is mentioned in the text as exhibiting artifacts with intentional engravings dating between 
50,000 and 100,000 years ago? 
    Option: Africa
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    Option: Eurasia
    Option: Levant
    Option: Middle East

3. What technique is described in the text for crafting stone tools in the Levantine Stone Age? 
    Option: Levallois knapping
    Option: Chiseling
    Option: Sandblasting
    Option: Pottery molding

4. What does archaeologist Mae Goder-Goldberger assert about the intentional engravings on artifacts? 
    Option: They are accidental
    Option: They indicate a lack of skill
    Option: They showcase advanced conceptual faculties
    Option: They are meaningless

5. What is the proposed methodology used to accomplish the intricate engravings on Levantine artifacts? 
    Option: Modern technology
    Option: Ordinary tools
    Option: Sharp-edged non-retouched tools
    Option: Surgical instruments

6. What is suggested by the authors if the motivations transcending mere subsistence and survival 
compelled the creation of stone tools? 
    Option: Cultural exchange
    Option: Advanced societal structure
    Option: Symbolic expression and creativity
    Option: Industrial revolution

True-False

7. The Levant region is not considered significant in the evolution of tool-making according to the text. 

8. The intentional engravings on artifacts are perceived as mere visual appeal without deeper layers of 
significance. 

9. Archaeologist João Marreiros from the Leibniz Centre for Archaeology proposed a non-comparative 
paradigm for examining ancient artifacts. 
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10. The plaquette from the Levantine region, dating back 54,000 years, displays no evident function. 

11. According to the text, the intentional engravings on artifacts and tools signify a combination of beauty 
and utility. 

12. The Levantine tools were inscribed with geometric motifs after the final knapping procedures. 

Gap-Fill

13. The Levantine stone tools were fashioned through the Levallois knapping technique typical of the 

Levantine Stone Age, with one tool hailing from the Middle Paleolithic and the other originating 

approximately  years ago. 

14. The incisions present on a blade discovered from Amud cave, crafted more than 

 years ago, lack consistent spacing and fail to establish a discernible pattern. 

15. The plaquette from the Levantine region, dating back 54,000 years, exhibits geometric patterns akin to 

those on the Levant cores, despite having no evident . 

16. Archaeologist Mae Goder-Goldberger asserts that the intentional engravings discovered on the 

Levantine artifacts underscore a capacity for symbolic expression, which is indicative of a society 

showcasing advanced conceptual . 

17. The proposed methodology used for accomplishing the intricate engravings on Levantine artifacts 

involved employing sharp-edged non-retouched tools, likely stone tools, and utilizing a singular stroke for 

each . 

18. The researched artifacts excavated at the Levantine sites suggest that motivations transcending mere 

subsistence and survival may have compelled the creation of these remarkable stone tools and the intent of 
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their artisans thousands of  ago. 

Answer
Multiple Choice: 1. Symbolic cognition and creative expression 2. Levant 3. Levallois knapping 4. They 
showcase advanced conceptual faculties 5. Sharp-edged non-retouched tools 6. Symbolic expression and 
creativity
True-False: 7. False 8. False 9. False 10. True 11. True 12. False
Gap-Fill: 13. 100,000 14. 55,000 15. function 16. faculties 17. incision 18. years

Vocabulary quizzes

Multiple Choice  ( Select the Correct answer for each question. ) 

1. Which process involves the removal of oxygen from a substance? 
    Option: Photosynthesis
    Option: Deoxygenation
    Option: Respiration
    Option: Transpiration

2. What term refers to the possible effects or consequences of an action or decision? 
    Option: Proliferation
    Option: Corollary
    Option: Implications
    Option: Susceptibility

3. Which condition is characterized by high levels of cholesterol in the blood? 
    Option: Xanthelasma
    Option: Adherence
    Option: Hypercholesterolemia
    Option: Augmenting

4. What term refers to the mental processes of acquiring knowledge and understanding? 
    Option: Symbiotic
    Option: Cognition
    Option: Formidable
    Option: Elucidates

5. What word describes a prescribed course of medical treatment diet or exercise? 
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    Option: Intricate
    Option: Regimen
    Option: Meticulously
    Option: Artifacts

6. What term describes differences or inequalities especially in treatment or opportunities? 
    Option: Perplexing
    Option: Disparities
    Option: Tantalizing
    Option: Anomalous

7. What process involves making small changes to improve or correct the functioning of something? 
    Option: Recalibrating
    Option: Susceptibility
    Option: Correlations
    Option: Perplexing

8. Which term describes the quality of being bright or giving off light? 
    Option: Luminosity
    Option: Disparities
    Option: Tantalizing
    Option: Anomalous

9. What term means to draw out a response answer or information from someone? 
    Option: Regimen
    Option: Elicited
    Option: Hypercholesterolemia
    Option: Adherence

10. Which word describes something with many complex interrelated parts or details? 
    Option: Intricate
    Option: Meticulously
    Option: Artifacts
    Option: Cognition

Gap-Fill  ( Fill in the blanks with the correct word from the vocabulary list. ) 

11. The biosphere is the global sum of all ecosystems and forms the  where life 

exists. 

12. The company is considering  its production capacity to meet increasing 

ESL-NEWS
www.esl-news.com

ESL-NEWS.COM

Page 11
www.esl-news.com



demand. 

13. The team faced a  opponent in the final match but they emerged victorious. 

14. The discovery of new evidence led to a shift in the  of scientific thought on the 

subject. 

15. The study aimed to analyze the  between students' academic performance and 

their extracurricular activities. 

16. In a  relationship both organisms benefit from the association. 

17. The company is considering  its production capacity to meet increasing 

demand. 

18. Successful treatment outcomes often depend on patients'  to the prescribed 

medication regimen. 

19. The artist  planned every stroke and detail of the painting to achieve 

perfection. 

20. Archaeologists uncovered ancient  that shed light on the civilization's daily life. 

Matching Sentences  ( Match each definition to the correct word from the vocabulary list. ) 

21. The rapid of social media platforms has changed the way people communicate globally.

22. Certain individuals may have a genetic to developing allergies.

23. The results of the experiment were considered because they did not align with previous findings.

24. The movie trailer offered a glimpse of the plot leaving viewers eager to see more.

25. The research study found strong between stress levels and cardiovascular health.

26. The professor's explanation the complex concept for the students.
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27. There are significant economic between urban and rural communities in terms of access to resources.

28. The scientist found the results of the study to be and in need of further investigation.

29. The decision to cut funding for the program has wide-ranging for the local community.

30. The team is considering their lineup with experienced players for the upcoming season.

Answer
Multiple Choice: 1. Deoxygenation 2. Implications 3. Hypercholesterolemia 4. Cognition 5. Regimen
6. Disparities 7. Recalibrating 8. Luminosity 9. Elicited 10. Intricate
Gap-Fill: 11. layer 12. augmenting 13. formidable 14. paradigm 15. correlations 16. symbiotic 17. 
augmenting 18. adherence 19. meticulously 20. artifacts
Matching sentence: 1. proliferation 2. susceptibility 3. anomalous 4. tantalizing 5. correlations 6. elucidates
7. disparities 8. perplexing 9. implications 10. augmenting
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