
A peer criticized my decision to order meat during a business dinner

Description

During a recent professional conference, events took an interesting turn when a question about professional
etiquette arose. A dinner was organized for attendees including the company president, executive director
and several employees. With the chaotic schedules of such events, finding time to relax and have a
substantial meal was warmly appreciated.

However, the collaborative atmosphere turned sour just before the ordering process began. As per one
employee’s remarks, when expressing desires to order chicken soup, they were publicly rebuked by a co-
worker citing the fact that their superiors were vegetarians.

This started a debate on whether or not, it was inappropriate to order a non-vegetarian dish in the presence
of vegetarian companions, and if personal dietary needs should be sidelined while dining with superiors
footing the bill.

Several points of interest have emerged from this incident. The reasons behind the public scolding of
personal food choices could stem from varying motivations. Perhaps, it was an attempt to showcase the co-
worker's departmental superiority or knowledge about professional superiors.

However, the incident could be perceived as professionally risky and lacking in courtesy, thereby creating
an uncomfortable environment. Moreover, it displayed a dietary preference which could be seen as private,
potentially making others uneasy.

Irrespective of dietary preferences, it's expected that company representatives maintain a respectful
interaction in a professional setting, elevating organizational values and approach. The behavioural conduct
displayed at this event could hinder the process of smooth organizational representation.

In the face of this uncomfortable encounter, it's hoped that superiors reassure their workforce that
individual choices are respected without subjecting them to undue stress or discomfort. It’s important to
discourage attempts at gaining favour through the means of humiliation, ensuring a positive and respect-
filled work atmosphere.

As we decode the dynamics of professional etiquette, questions about personal boundaries and professional
norms continue to dominate our conversations, taking center stage amidst a bowl of chicken soup.
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Vocabulary List:

1. etiquette // (noun): Conventional requirements as to social behavior proprieties of conduct as established in any 
class or community.

2. substantial // (adjective): Of considerable importancesizeor worth.
3. vegetarian // (noun/adjective): A person who does not eat meat for health or religious reasons relating to or 

suitable for vegetarians.
4. debate // (noun/verb): A formal discussion on a particular topic in a public meeting or legislative assemblyin 

which opposing arguments are put forward.
5. reassure // (verb): Say or do something to remove the doubts and fears of someone.
6. humiliation // (noun): The action of humiliating someone or the state of being humiliated.

Vocabulary quizzes

Multiple Choice  ( Select the Correct answer for each question. ) 

1. What is the term for the act of calling off an event or reservation? 
    Option: Refund
    Option: Transparency
    Option: Cancellation
    Option: Reassurance

2. Which word means existing in large quantities? 
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    Option: Vegetarian
    Option: Abundant
    Option: Substantial
    Option: Elastomer

3. What term is used to describe objects related to the sky or outer space? 
    Option: Composition
    Option: Crucial
    Option: Celestial
    Option: Etiquette

4. In terms of space what does the term "distance" refer to? 
    Option: Amateur
    Option: Elliptical
    Option: Kombat
    Option: Distance

5. Which term refers to the resistance of a fluid to flow? 
    Option: Metafluid
    Option: Viscosity
    Option: Elastomer
    Option: Asteroid

6. What word means of considerable importance size or worth? 
    Option: Vegetarian
    Option: Substantial
    Option: Debate
    Option: Rumors

7. What is the process of giving someone their money back after cancellation or return? 
    Option: Reassurance
    Option: Humiliation
    Option: Reimbursement
    Option: Surprises

8. What term describes a character whose gender has been changed from the original? 
    Option: Kombat
    Option: DLC
    Option: Gender-swapped
    Option: Surprises

9. What word is commonly used to describe unauthorized release of information? 
    Option: Vertebrate
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    Option: Humiliation
    Option: Spectacle
    Option: Leak

10. Who are scientists that study celestial objects such as stars planets and galaxies? 
    Option: Accreted
    Option: Astronomers
    Option: Composition
    Option: Crucial

Gap-Fill  ( Fill in the blanks with the correct word from the vocabulary list. ) 

11. If a product is returned the customer may receive a . 

12. Businesses often strive for  in their operations to build trust with consumers. 

13. Good communication is  in maintaining healthy relationships. 

14. Being publicly embarrassed can lead to feelings of . 

15. Life is full of unexpected  both good and bad. 

16. Interest on a loan is  over time. 

17. The  of a painting can greatly affect its overall impact. 

18. Someone who does not eat meat may be described as a . 

19. A healthy  can lead to new perspectives and understanding. 

20. Understanding social  is important for navigating various situations gracefully. 

Matching Sentences  ( Match each definition to the correct word from the vocabulary list. ) 

21. Rubber is an example of a material classified as an due to its elasticity and resilience.

22. The grand fireworks display was a dazzling that left the audience in awe.

23. An is a rocky body that orbits the Sun often found in the asteroid belt between Mars and Jupiter.

24. An photographer captured stunning images of the night sky.
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25. Many galaxies have an shape rather than being perfectly round.

26. Scientists are researching the properties of that exhibit unique flow behaviors.

27. Players engage in intense virtual battles in the game .

28. Many gamers eagerly await new downloadable content known as to enhance their gaming
experience.

29. Celebrity gossip columns are often filled with juicy about famous personalities.

30. The doctor took the time to the patient that the surgery would go smoothly.

Answer
Multiple Choice: 1. Cancellation 2. Abundant 3. Celestial 4. Distance 5. Viscosity 6. Substantial
7. Reimbursement 8. Gender-swapped 9. Leak 10. Astronomers
Gap-Fill: 11. Refund 12. Transparency 13. Crucial 14. Humiliation 15. Surprises 16. Accrued 17. Composition
18. Vegetarian 19. Debate 20. Etiquette
Matching sentence: 1. Elastomer 2. Spectacle 3. Asteroid 4. Amateur 5. Elliptical 6. Metafluid 7. Kombat 8. 
DLC 9. Rumors 10. Reassure
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