
AI Safety Concerns Grow Amid Departures in Industry

Description

Hardly a month goes by without a prominent figure in artificial intelligence (AI) warning that the technology
may be a serious threat to humanity. Some of these alerts lack clarity or are motivated by personal
interests. However, certain warnings deserve urgent attention.

Recently, several respected AI safety researchers resigned, highlighting that companies prioritising profits
are neglecting safety standards and releasing potentially dangerous products. This trend may lead to a swift
decline in quality, driven by short-term financial goals. Without proper regulations, the public good could be
sidelined, as AI becomes increasingly integrated into government and daily life.

The choice to use chatbots as the main interface for AI is largely driven by business interests. This
conversational format encourages deeper user engagement compared to traditional web searches. OpenAI
researcher Zoë Hitzig has pointed out that introducing advertisements into this setting might lead to user
manipulation. OpenAI claims that ads do not affect chatbot responses. However, like many social media
platforms, ads may become more subtle and targeted, leveraging private user interactions.

Changes within OpenAI reflect these commercial pressures. Recently, Fidji Simo, known for developing
Facebook’s advertising model, joined the company. Additionally, an executive who opposed adult content
was dismissed, indicating that commercial interests are influencing OpenAI’s direction.

The need for strong regulation is clear. The latest International AI Safety Report outlined significant risks,
such as misinformation and faulty automation, and proposed a regulatory framework. Despite support from
60 countries, the US and UK governments did not endorse it, raising concerns about their commitment to
overseeing AI development responsibly.

Vocabulary List:

1. Prominent /ˈprɒm.ɪ.nənt/ (adjective): Important or well-known.
2. Neglecting /nɪˈɡlɛktɪŋ/ (verb): Failing to care for or give proper attention.
3. Manipulation /məˌnɪp.jʊˈleɪ.ʃən/ (noun): The action of handling or controlling something in a skillful manner 

often in a deceptive way.
4. Misinformation /ˌmɪs.ɪn.fərˈmeɪ.ʃən/ (noun): False or misleading information.
5. Regulation /ˌrɛɡ.jʊˈleɪ.ʃən/ (noun): A rule or directive made and maintained by an authority.
6. Framework /ˈfreɪm.wɜːrk/ (noun): A basic structure underlying a system concept or text.
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Comprehension Questions

Multiple Choice

1. What is one of the concerns raised about AI technology? 
    Option: It may be a serious threat to humanity
    Option: It increases productivity with no downsides
    Option: It has no impact on government decision-making
    Option: It hinders personal interests

2. Why did several respected AI safety researchers resign recently? 
    Option: Due to personal reasons
    Option: Companies prioritizing profits were neglecting safety standards
    Option: They found better opportunities elsewhere
    Option: They were not interested in AI safety

3. What is one reason for using chatbots as the main interface for AI? 
    Option: To decrease user engagement
    Option: To limit communication potential
    Option: To encourage deeper user engagement
    Option: To avoid integrating with government systems

4. What did the International AI Safety Report propose? 
    Option: Complete ban on AI technology
    Option: No regulations needed
    Option: Suggested a regulatory framework to address risks
    Option: Suggested promoting AI without limits

5. Who recently joined OpenAI with a background in advertising? 
    Option: Zoë Hitzig
    Option: An executive opposed to adult content
    Option: Fidji Simo
    Option: An AI safety researcher

6. What did the US and UK governments do in response to the International AI Safety Report? 
    Option: Fully endorsed it
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    Option: Did not endorse it
    Option: Proposed their own opposing regulations
    Option: Ignored it completely

True-False

7. Some AI warnings may lack clarity or be driven by personal interests. 

8. OpenAI claims that ads do not influence chatbot responses. 

9. The need for strong regulation in AI development is not evident according to the content. 

10. The US and UK governments endorsed the proposed regulatory framework in the International AI Safety 
Report. 

11. Using chatbots as the main AI interface is primarily to decrease user engagement. 

12. Recent changes within OpenAI do not reflect commercial pressures. 

Answer
Multiple Choice: 1. It may be a serious threat to humanity 2. Companies prioritizing profits were neglecting 
safety standards 3. To encourage deeper user engagement 4. Suggested a regulatory framework to address 
risks 5. Fidji Simo 6. Did not endorse it
True-False: 7. True 8. False 9. False 10. False 11. False 12. False

Vocabulary quizzes

Multiple Choice  ( Select the Correct answer for each question. ) 

1. Which term refers to the general increase in prices and fall in the purchasing value of money? 
    Option: Recession
    Option: Inflation
    Option: Deflation
    Option: Stagnation

2. What are taxes imposed on imported goods called? 
    Option: Duties
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    Option: Subsidies
    Option: Tariffs
    Option: Levies

3. What are official rules that control how a business can operate? 
    Option: Guidelines
    Option: Regulations
    Option: Policies
    Option: Standards

4. What is the term for an economic rebound after a recession? 
    Option: Depression
    Option: Recovery
    Option: Recession
    Option: Stagnation

5. Which word describes a public dispute or disagreement? 
    Option: Consensus
    Option: Controversy
    Option: Agreement
    Option: Dispute

6. What term is used for false or misleading information spread regardless of intent? 
    Option: Disinformation
    Option: Misinformation
    Option: Fiction
    Option: Rumor

7. What is the monitoring of behavior and activities referred to as? 
    Option: Observation
    Option: Surveillance
    Option: Scrutiny
    Option: Inspection

8. What term describes the act of traveling through an unfamiliar area to learn about it? 
    Option: Investigation
    Option: Exploration
    Option: Discovery
    Option: Survey

9. What is the process of combining one thing with another known as? 
    Option: Separation
    Option: Integration
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    Option: Collaboration
    Option: Segregation

10. Which term refers to an increase in the market value of goods and services? 
    Option: Decline
    Option: Recession
    Option: Growth
    Option: Stagnation

Gap-Fill  ( Fill in the blanks with the correct word from the vocabulary list. ) 

11. After several years of turmoil the nation is finally witnessing  stability. 

12. The project is under intense  from regulatory bodies. 

13. The company faced serious  regarding its accounting practices. 

14. The stock market showed signs of  due to irregular trading activities. 

15. Witness  revealed critical information during the trial. 

16. Some social media platforms have been criticized for offering  content that 

encourages users to stay longer. 

17. The investigation revealed a coordinated  of facts about the incident. 

18. The new policy faced widespread  from various stakeholders. 

19. She became a  figure in the fight for environmental justice. 

20. The organization is committed to providing  for educational outreach programs. 

Matching Sentences  ( Match each definition to the correct word from the vocabulary list. ) 

21. Regulation helps ensure that businesses operate fairly and ethically.

22. Community engagement is essential for understanding local issues.

23. The integration of technology in education has transformed traditional learning methods.
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24. Exploration of new markets is critical for business expansion.

25. High inflation rates can erode purchasing power for consumers.

26. The proposed law sparked controversy among various political groups.

27. Misinformation can spread quickly especially on social media platforms.

28. Surveillance technology has raised concerns about privacy and civil liberties.

29. Neglecting routine maintenance can lead to costly repairs down the line.

30. Tariffs can significantly affect international trade relationships.

Answer
Multiple Choice: 1. Inflation 2. Tariffs 3. Regulations 4. Recovery 5. Controversy 6. Misinformation
7. Surveillance 8. Exploration 9. Integration 10. Growth
Gap-Fill: 11. economic 12. scrutiny 13. allegations 14. manipulation 15. testimony 16. addictive 17. cover-up
18. criticism 19. prominent 20. resources
Matching sentence: 1. regulation 2. engagement 3. integration 4. exploration 5. inflation 6. controversy
7. misinformation 8. surveillance 9. neglecting 10. tariffs
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