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Alcohol Prep Pads Recalled Over Microbial Contamination Risk

Description

Alcohol prep pads sold across the United States have been recalled due to potential contamination with
harmful bacteria, as announced by the Food and Drug Administration (FDA) on Friday. This recall is
particularly significant given the potential health risks for vulnerable individuals.

On Thursday, Cardinal Health initiated a voluntary recall of specific lots of its Webcol Large Alcohol Prep
Pads, which contain 70% isopropyl alcohol. The contamination involves a bacterium known as Paenibacillus
phoenicis, which can cause severe infections, especially in people with weakened immune systems.

Individuals at risk include cancer patients undergoing chemotherapy and those with poorly controlled
diabetes. The contaminated pads could potentially lead to serious local and systemic infections, which may
prove life-threatening or affect the central nervous system, according to the recall notice.

The affected pads were distributed throughout the U.S., Puerto Rico, and Japan from September 2025 to
February 2026. Consumers can identify the specific batches by referring to a detailed table provided in the
FDA communication.

In response to this issue, Cardinal Health has advised customers through a notification sent on March 2. The
company recommended that recipients review their inventory for the affected product codes, isolate any
contaminated product, and inform all relevant departments and customers about the recall. Additionally,
they must return the acknowledgment form to confirm receipt of the recall notice.

Consumers with inquiries regarding this recall may contact Cardinal Health via email or telephone during
designated hours. Those who experience health issues related to the contaminated pads are urged to
consult their physician for further guidance.

Vocabulary List:

contamination //ken,teema'neifan// (noun): presence of dirt, germs, or harmful substances
bacteria //baek'tiria// (noun): very small living things that can make you sick

vulnerable //'valnarabl// (adjective): easy to be harmed or hurt

voluntary //'valan,teri// (adjective): done by choice, not forced by others

isolate //'aiss,le1t// (verb): to separate something or someone from others
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systemic //si'stemik// (adjective): affecting the whole body or whole system

Comprehension Questions
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Multiple Choice

1. What bacterium is involved in the contamination of the alcohol prep pads?

Option: Escherichia coli
Option: Staphylococcus aureus
Option: Paenibacillus phoenicis
Option: Clostridium difficile

2. What percentage of isopropyl alcohol do the recalled alcohol prep pads contain?
Option: 60%
Option: 70%
Option: 80%
Option: 90%

3. When was the announcement about the alcohol prep pad recall made by the FDA?

Option: Monday
Option: Thursday
Option: Friday
Option: Saturday

4. Which company initiated the recall of the alcohol prep pads?

Option: Johnson & Johnson
Option: Cardinal Health
Option: Pfizer

Option: Medtronic

5. Which groups of people are particularly at risk from the contamination?

Option: Healthy adults

Option: Cancer patients undergoing chemotherapy
Option: Children

Option: Elderly individuals without health issues

6. From when to when were the affected alcohol prep pads distributed?

Option: January 2025 to March 2026
Option: September 2025 to February 2026
Option: June 2025 to October 2026
Option: December 2025 to March 2026
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True-False

7. The recall of the alcohol prep pads was initiated by the CDC.

8. Cardinal Health has a voluntary recall of specific lots of alcohol prep pads.

9. The contaminated alcohol prep pads pose no health risks for healthy individuals.

10. Affected pads were only distributed in the United States.

11. Customers were advised to check their inventory for affected product codes.

12. Consumers can contact Cardinal Health with inquiries about the recall.

Gap-Fill

13. The contaminated alcohol prep pads could potentially lead to serious local and systemic infections,
which may prove life-threatening or affect the

14. Individuals at risk include cancer patients undergoing chemotherapy and those with poorly controlled

15. The contamination involves a bacterium known as phoenicis.

16. Cardinal Health advised customers through a notification sent on

17. Consumers can identify the specific batches by referring to a detailed table provided in the
communication.

18. The affected pads were distributed throughout the U.S., Puerto Rico, and

from September 2025 to February 2026.

Answer

Multiple Choice: 1. Paenibacillus phoenicis 2. 70% 3. Friday 4. Cardinal Health 5. Cancer patients undergoing
chemotherapy
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6. September 2025 to February 2026
True-False: 7. False 8. True 9. True 10. False 11. True 12. True
Gap-Fill: 13. central nervous system 14. diabetes 15. Paenibacillus 16. March 2 17. FDA 18. Japan

Vocabulary quizzes

Multiple Choice ( Select the Correct answer for each question. )

1. What is often used to describe the state of being affordable?

Option: Expensiveness
Option: Affordability
Option: Luxury
Option: Inequality

2. Which word best describes a situation that has worsened?

Option: Mitigated
Option: Exacerbated
Option: Alleviated
Option: Improved

3. What do we call the action of changing the use of something?

Option: Repurpose
Option: Waste
Option: Degrade
Option: Discard

4. What term refers to rewards offered to encourage certain behaviors?

Option: Discouragements
Option: Incentives
Option: Penalties

Option: Obstacles

5. What is released into the atmosphere as a result of combustion?

Option: Products
Option: Donations
Option: Emissions
Option: Waste

6. What term describes the presence of harmful substances in something?

Option: Purity
Option: Contamination
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Option: Cleanup
Option: Reduction

7. What are microscopic organisms that can be harmful or beneficial?

Option: Bacteria
Option: Viruses
Option: Fungi
Option: Parasites

8. What word describes someone or something open to harm?

Option: Strong
Option: Protected
Option: Vulnerable
Option: Resilient

9. What describes an action taken by one's own choice?

Option: Mandatory
Option: Coercive
Option: Voluntary
Option: Involuntary

10. What is the term used when products are returned due to defects?

Option: Recall
Option: Resale
Option: Reissue
Option: Retention

Gap-Fill ( Fill in the blanks with the correct word from the vocabulary list. )

11. The of the new software went smoothly and without issues.

12. Certain chemicals are considered and require special handling.

13. The campfire did not until we used dry wood.

14. All operations must immediately in case of emergency.

15. The event will at noon sharp, so please be on time.

16. The company is implementing changes to improve productivity.
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17. Sometimes you have to comfort for the sake of your goals.

18. The release of the new device is highly by consumers.

19. An environmental was conducted before the project started.

20. She launched a new to promote sustainability in the community.

Matching Sentences ( Match each definition to the correct word from the vocabulary list. )

21. The new product was unveiled during the annual conference to great fanfare.

22. The government is focusing on increasing the affordability of housing for low-income families.

23. The drought has exacerbated the already severe water shortage in the region.

24. Many old factories are being repurposed as art studios and community spaces.

25. The city offers financial incentives for businesses that reduce their carbon footprint.

26. The new regulations aim to reduce greenhouse gas emissions from vehicles.

27. The water supply was tested for contamination to ensure its safety for users.

28. Certain strains of bacteria can help in the breakdown of organic waste.

29. Children are among the most vulnerable populations during a health crisis.

30. Participation in the study was voluntary and participants could withdraw at any time.

Answer

Multiple Choice: 1. Affordability 2. Exacerbated 3. Repurpose 4. Incentives 5. Emissions 6. Contamination
7. Bacteria 8. Vulnerable 9. Voluntary 10. Recall

Gap-Fill: 11. installation 12. hazardous 13. ignite 14. cease 15. commence 16. incremental 17. forego
18. anticipated 19. assessment 20. initiative

Matching sentence: 1. unveiled 2. affordability 3. exacerbated 4. repurpose 5. incentives 6. emissions

7. contamination 8. bacteria 9. vulnerable 10. voluntary
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