
Analysis of The New York Times’ Top 30 Songwriters List

Description

A recent list by The New York Times has sparked debate among music fans. It highlights the "30 Greatest
Living American Songwriters" and aims to celebrate influential composers in the industry. However, many
people have reacted with cynicism, focusing on omissions and inclusions rather than appreciating the list's
potential for discussion.

The list was created by a panel of six journalists, who reportedly consulted around 250 experts in music.
While it includes prominent country songwriters like Dolly Parton and Willie Nelson, critics note that none of
the main contributors to the list come from the country music scene. Other notable mentions include
Lucinda Williams, who represents a more Americana style of songwriting.

However, not all entries have received praise. The inclusion of three songwriters, Josh Osborne, Brandy
Clark, and Shane McAnally, in a single slot has drawn criticism. Although all are accomplished, critics argue
that each deserves individual recognition. Furthermore, some believe the list could have benefited from
including additional country songwriters, such as Alan Jackson or James McMurtry, who are influential figures
in the genre.

Despite mixed reactions, the list serves a purpose. It can generate conversations about songwriting and
highlight the essential roles songwriters play in the music industry. The broader implications of this list
reflect ongoing discussions about representation and the criteria used to define greatness in songwriting.

Vocabulary List:

1. debate //dɪˈbeɪt// (noun): a talk where people disagree about something
2. cynicism //ˈsɪnɪˌsɪzəm// (noun): belief that people are selfish or insincere
3. omissions //əˈmɪʃənz// (noun): things left out or not included
4. panel //ˈpænəl// (noun): a small group of people who judge
5. prominent //ˈprɑmɪnənt// (adjective): important and easily noticed or known
6. criteria //kraɪˈtɪriə// (noun): rules or standards used to judge something

Comprehension Questions
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Multiple Choice

1. Who created the list of the '30 Greatest Living American Songwriters'? 
    Option: A panel of six journalists
    Option: A group of music fans
    Option: A single music expert
    Option: A music industry executive

2. Which notable country songwriters are included in the list? 
    Option: Dolly Parton and Willie Nelson
    Option: Garth Brooks and Tim McGraw
    Option: Kacey Musgraves and Miranda Lambert
    Option: Alan Jackson and James McMurtry

3. How many experts in music were consulted for the list? 
    Option: 100
    Option: 150
    Option: 250
    Option: 300

4. Which songwriters were criticized for being grouped together in a single slot? 
    Option: Josh Osborne, Brandy Clark, and Shane McAnally
    Option: Dolly Parton and Willie Nelson
    Option: Lucinda Williams and Sheryl Crow
    Option: Alan Jackson and James McMurtry

5. What genre does Lucinda Williams represent? 
    Option: Jazz
    Option: Americana
    Option: Rock
    Option: Pop

6. What has sparked debate among music fans regarding the list? 
    Option: The design of the list
    Option: Omissions and inclusions
    Option: The method of creation
    Option: The writers' backgrounds
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True-False

7. The list includes only country songwriters. 

8. Critics have generally praised all entries on the list. 

9. The list can generate conversations about songwriting. 

10. None of the contributors to the list have ties to country music. 

11. The list aims to suppress discussion among fans. 

12. The broader implications of the list reflect ongoing discussions about representation. 

Gap-Fill

13. The list highlights the '30 Greatest Living American Songwriters' and aims to celebrate influential 

. 

14. Critics note that the main contributors to the list come from outside the  music 

scene. 

15. The inclusion of three songwriters in a single slot has drawn . 

16. Some believe the list could have benefited from including additional country songwriters, such as Alan 

Jackson or . 

17. The list serves a purpose by generating conversations about songwriting and highlighting the essential 

roles  play in the music industry. 

18. The discussions about the list reflect the criteria used to define  in songwriting. 

Answer
Multiple Choice: 1. A panel of six journalists 2. Dolly Parton and Willie Nelson 3. 250 4. Josh Osborne, Brandy 
Clark, and Shane McAnally
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5. Americana 6. Omissions and inclusions
True-False: 7. False 8. False 9. True 10. True 11. False 12. True
Gap-Fill: 13. composers 14. country 15. criticism 16. James McMurtry 17. songwriters 18. greatness

Vocabulary quizzes

Multiple Choice  ( Select the Correct answer for each question. ) 

1. What term is used to describe the legal right to take care of a child? 
    Option: Abduction
    Option: Custody
    Option: Evidence
    Option: Breakup

2. What verb means to increase or intensify a situation? 
    Option: Debate
    Option: Escalates
    Option: Disrupt
    Option: Shutdown

3. Which word describes someone or something that is well-known or important? 
    Option: Accessible
    Option: Prominent
    Option: Inaccessible
    Option: Cynicism

4. What term refers to unauthorized access to computer systems? 
    Option: Debate
    Option: Hacking
    Option: Workflow
    Option: Maintenance

5. What term is used to describe a breach of trust in a romantic relationship? 
    Option: Breakup
    Option: Infidelity
    Option: Custody
    Option: Shutdown

6. What term describes the consequences or aftereffects of a significant event? 
    Option: Modeling
    Option: Aftermath
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    Option: Fitting
    Option: Feature

7. Which word refers to a distinctive attribute or aspect of something? 
    Option: Omissions
    Option: Evidence
    Option: Feature
    Option: Criteria

8. What term is used for a discussion involving opposing viewpoints? 
    Option: Shutdown
    Option: Debate
    Option: Cynicism
    Option: Evidence

9. What term is commonly used to describe the ending of a romantic relationship? 
    Option: Abductor
    Option: Breakup
    Option: Distressed
    Option: Evidence

10. What word describes the group of people engaged in labor for an organization? 
    Option: Workflow
    Option: Fitting
    Option: Distressed
    Option: Workforce

Gap-Fill  ( Fill in the blanks with the correct word from the vocabulary list. ) 

11. She felt very  after receiving the news of the breakup. 

12. The police found crucial  that led to the arrest of the suspect. 

13. The company announced a temporary  due to maintenance issues. 

14. The report was criticized for its significant  of important data. 

15. During the storm, many roads became  to vehicles. 

16. His  decision to confront her resulted in further issues. 
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17. The new line of  was launched just in time for the summer season. 

18. The discussion was led by a  of experts in the field. 

19. The selection  for the scholarship include academic performance and 

leadership skills. 

20. She spent years  before starting her own fashion line. 

Matching Sentences  ( Match each definition to the correct word from the vocabulary list. ) 

21. The authorities launched a search for the alleged abductor of the missing child.

22. His cynicism about the system often led him to avoid involvement in community activities.

23. If the situation escalates, we may need to take further actions to address the concerns.

24. She had a fitting appointment for her new dress before the event.

25. The company officially launched their new product line last week.

26. The aftermath of the storm left many families without power.

27. The community held a debate to discuss the proposed changes to the local park.

28. The app will feature a new user interface designed for easier navigation.

29. The breakup was tough for both parties involved, leading to a lot of emotional turmoil.

30. The alleged crime was reported to the police by several witnesses.

Answer
Multiple Choice: 1. Custody 2. Escalates 3. Prominent 4. Hacking 5. Infidelity 6. Aftermath 7. Feature 8. 
Debate 9. Breakup 10. Workforce
Gap-Fill: 11. distressed 12. evidence 13. shutdown 14. omissions 15. inaccessible 16. hasty 17. swimwear
18. panel 19. criteria 20. modelling
Matching sentence: 1. abductor 2. cynicism 3. escalates 4. fitting 5. launched 6. aftermath 7. debate 8. 
feature 9. breakup 10. alleged
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