
Ancient Arthur Monument Discovered: Over 5,000 Years Old!

Description

A meticulous analysis conducted on the soil of an ancient site in the UK, associated with the legendary
figure of King Arthur, has yielded compelling evidence suggesting that its construction predates the
medieval era, lying buried beneath the Earth's surface for millennia.

Recent findings propose that King Arthur's Hall in Cornwall, England, is, in fact, approximately 5,500 years
old—an astonishing revelation that renders the rectangular earth and stone structure quintuple in age
compared to a prior estimation, which situated its origins around 1000 AD.

This significant chronological advancement situates the monument within the context of the Neolithic
period, potentially necessitating a reappraisal of its nomenclature. While the historical authenticity of King
Arthur remains a matter of contention among scholars, his mythic narratives are more closely aligned with
the darker epochs of the Middle Ages rather than the prehistoric domain.

bodmin moor siteImage not found or type unknown
King Arthur's Hall on Bodmin Moor, Cornwall. (Dietrich Krieger/Wikimedia Commons/CC-BY-SA-
4.0)

The key to this revised dating hinges upon a sophisticated technique known as optically stimulated 
luminescence (OSL), which analyses the cumulative impact of background radiation on electron positions
within buried minerals. The luminescent response of these minerals, when excited, provides crucial insights
into the duration since they last experienced exposure to sunlight.

"The ability to accurately date the construction of this enigmatic monument, traditionally steeped in myth,
is exceedingly exhilarating," states archaeologist Tim Kinnaird from the University of St Andrews in the UK.

The monument, measuring 47 meters by 20 meters (154 feet by 66 feet), is situated on Bodmin Moor and is
encircled by stone blocks referred to as orthostates, some reaching heights of up to 1.8 meters (6 feet),
although the majority are currently not in an upright position.

Previously hypothesized to function as a camp or cattle pound, the newfound dating of King Arthur's Hall
invites a paradigm shift regarding its potential purpose. "We must now scrutinize this monument in light of
Bodmin Moor's prehistoric landscape and the other significant structures that may have existed
concurrently," Kinnaird remarks.
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"This discovery suggests a vibrant Neolithic landscape, indicative of an active community within the moor,
warranting further exploration."

As reported by the BBC, researchers believe there are more secrets to unveil at this site. Visitors are urged
to exercise caution to avoid disturbing the structural remnants, which are already classified on the Historic
England At Risk register due to encroaching vegetation, livestock, and human activity.

The unique nature of King Arthur's Hall complicates the task of discerning its function and the identity of its
creators. "This is an unparalleled site," asserts lead archaeologist James Gossip from the Cornwall
Archaeological Unit, speaking to Esther Addley of The Guardian. "No comparable structure exists from this
or any subsequent prehistoric period—a rectangular bank of earth and stone framed by a setting of
orthostats is entirely singular."

Vocabulary List:

1. Meticulous /məˈtɪk.jə.ləs/ (adjective): Showing great attention to detail; very careful and precise.
2. Chronological /ˌkrɒnəˈlɒdʒɪkəl/ (adjective): Arranged in the order of time.
3. Paradigm /ˈpærəˌdaɪm/ (noun): A typical example or pattern of something; a model.
4. Sophisticated /səˈfɪs.tɪ.keɪ.tɪd/ (adjective): Developed to a high degree of complexity.
5. Nomenclature /ˈnəʊ.mən.kleɪ.tʃər/ (noun): A system of naming especially in the arts or sciences.
6. Luminescent /ˌluː.mɪˈnɛs.ənt/ (adjective): Giving off light not caused by heat; emitting light at low temperatures.

Comprehension Questions

Multiple Choice

1. How old is King Arthur's Hall in Cornwall, England, according to recent findings? 
    Option: 1,000 years old
    Option: 5,500 years old
    Option: 2,500 years old
    Option: 10,000 years old

ESL-NEWS
www.esl-news.com

ESL-NEWS.COM

Page 2
www.esl-news.com

https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/cj3mrryzr15o
https://www.theguardian.com/science/2024/nov/07/cornish-monument-king-arthurs-hall-4000-years-older-without-parallel


2. What technique was used to date the construction of King Arthur's Hall? 
    Option: Carbon dating
    Option: Radiocarbon dating
    Option: Optically stimulated luminescence
    Option: Potassium-argon dating

3. What mineral property did the optically stimulated luminescence technique analyze? 
    Option: Color
    Option: Hardness
    Option: Sunlight exposure
    Option: Shape

4. What is King Arthur's Hall on Bodmin Moor encircled by? 
    Option: Trees
    Option: Water
    Option: Stone blocks
    Option: Metal fences

5. How tall can the stone blocks surrounding King Arthur's Hall reach? 
    Option: 1 meter
    Option: 2 meters
    Option: 1.8 meters
    Option: 3 meters

6. What type of landscape does the discovery of King Arthur's Hall suggest? 
    Option: Medieval landscape
    Option: Neolithic landscape
    Option: Industrial landscape
    Option: Mountainous landscape

True-False

7. The construction of King Arthur's Hall is dated to around 1000 AD. 

8. The monument is located on Bodmin Moor in England. 

9. Visitors are encouraged to disturb the structural remnants of King Arthur's Hall to explore further. 
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10. The identity of the creators of King Arthur's Hall remains unknown. 

11. The monument is the only one of its kind from the Neolithic period. 

12. The luminescent response of minerals can provide insights into their exposure to sunlight. 

Gap-Fill

13. King Arthur's Hall is approximately  years old. 

14. The majority of the stone blocks surrounding the hall are not currently in an upright position, some 

reaching heights of up to 1.8 . 

15. The construction of King Arthur's Hall dates back to the  period. 

16. Visitors are advised to exercise caution at the site to avoid disturbing the structural 

. 

17. The identity of the creators of King Arthur's Hall remains a . 

18. The discovery of King Arthur's Hall suggests an  community within the moor. 

Answer
Multiple Choice: 1. 5,500 years old 2. Optically stimulated luminescence 3. Sunlight exposure 4. Stone blocks
5. 1.8 meters 6. Neolithic landscape
True-False: 7. False 8. True 9. False 10. True 11. True 12. True
Gap-Fill: 13. 5,500 14. meters 15. Neolithic 16. remnants 17. mystery 18. active

Vocabulary quizzes

Multiple Choice  ( Select the Correct answer for each question. ) 

1. What is the process of searching for mineral deposits known as? 
    Option: A. Excavation
    Option: B. Prospecting
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    Option: C. Extraction
    Option: D. Refining

2. What term is used to describe the great size or extent of something? 
    Option: A. Diminishing
    Option: B. Magnitude
    Option: C. Anomaly
    Option: D. Surpassing

3. Which term means successful in producing a desired or intended result? 
    Option: A. Contaminants
    Option: B. Efficacious
    Option: C. Methodology
    Option: D. Potable

4. What term refers to existing at or from the beginning of time? 
    Option: A. Chronological
    Option: B. Biases
    Option: C. Primordial
    Option: D. Paradigm

5. What is the process of pouring a liquid from one container to another called? 
    Option: A. Adverse
    Option: B. Decanting
    Option: C. Timeliness
    Option: D. Elucidates

6. What are prejudices or preconceived beliefs that may influence judgment called? 
    Option: A. Destructive
    Option: B. Luminescent
    Option: C. Diminishing
    Option: D. Biases

7. What term describes something harmful or unfavorable? 
    Option: A. Anomaly
    Option: B. Adverse
    Option: C. Urgency
    Option: D. Unearthed

8. What term refers to a system of naming or classifying things? 
    Option: A. Delineate
    Option: B. Incursion
    Option: C. Nomenclature
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    Option: D. Surpassing

9. Which term means exceeding or better than? 
    Option: A. Methodology
    Option: B. Paradigm
    Option: C. Surpassing
    Option: D. Significance

10. What best describes information that is not connected or applicable to the current topic? 
    Option: A. Pertinent
    Option: B. Unearthed
    Option: C. Irrelevant
    Option: D. Efficacious

Gap-Fill  ( Fill in the blanks with the correct word from the vocabulary list. ) 

11.  are undesirable substances that pollute the environment. 

12. Completing tasks with  is important to meet deadlines. 

13. The sudden  of enemy troops caught the soldiers off guard. 

14. Wildfires can have  effects on forests and wildlife. 

15. The doctor emphasized the  of seeking immediate medical attention. 

16. The professor  complex theories for the students to understand. 

17. The new software features a  algorithm for data analysis. 

18. It is important to be aware of personal  when making impartial decisions. 

19. The unusual weather pattern was considered an  by meteorologists. 

20. The discovery of ancient artifacts held great  for archaeologists. 

Matching Sentences  ( Match each definition to the correct word from the vocabulary list. ) 

21. The disappearance of the plane remains an unresolved .

22. According to the myth the dragon guarded a treasure hidden deep in the forest.
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23. She was known for her attention to detail in her artwork.

24. Despite the he remained optimistic about the outcome.

25. After filtration the water was deemed for drinking.

26. The scientist explained the experimental used in the study.

27. In journalism delivering news with is crucial to keep the audience informed.

28. The jellyfish illuminated the dark waters of the ocean.

29. The professor the complex mathematical problem step by step.

30. The earthquake's was measured on the Richter scale.

Answer
Multiple Choice: 1. B. Prospecting 2. B. Magnitude 3. B. Efficacious 4. C. Primordial 5. B. Decanting 6. D. 
Biases 7. B. Adverse 8. C. Nomenclature 9. C. Surpassing 10. C. Irrelevant
Gap-Fill: 11. Contaminants 12. Timeliness 13. Incursion 14. Destructive 15. Urgency 16. Elucidates
17. Sophisticated 18. Biases 19. Anomaly 20. Significance
Matching sentence: 1. Enigma 2. Primordial 3. Meticulous 4. Circumstances 5. Potable 6. Methodology
7. Timeliness 8. Luminescent 9. Elucidated 10. Magnitude
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