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Ancient Human Species Meet: Uncovering Fossilized Footprints
Description

Don't miss out on CNN’s Wonder Theory science newsletter. Delve into the mysteries of the universe with
the latest news on groundbreaking discoveries and scientific breakthroughs.

CNN

Over 1.5 million years ago, two distinct species of ancient humans encountered each other on the shores of
a lake, potentially sharing a moment of connection. These early predecessors of Homo sapiens roamed a
landscape rich with diverse wildlife, including towering 2-meter tall maribou storks.

An extraordinary finding of fossilized footprints in soft mud captured this unexpected interaction, suggesting
that these different hominin species coexisted in harmony within the same habitat, rather than as isolated
competitors. Kevin Hatala, the lead author of a study published in the prestigious journal Science, expressed
astonishment at the coexistence of these large-bodied hominins in such close proximity.

Excavations in 2021 at Koobi Fora in Kenya initially revealed one hominin footprint alongside tracks of large
birds, leading to a more extensive dig in 2022. This later excavation unveiled a series of hominin tracks,
shedding light on their movements and interactions within the ancient landscape.

The discovery of nonhuman tracks alongside the hominin footprints, including those of giant storks,
provided additional context to this ancient scene. The meticulous preservation of the footprints in the mud
indicated a brief timeframe between their creation, offering insights into the behaviors and movements of
these early humans.

Detailed analysis of the footprints revealed that Homo erectus and Paranthropus boisei were the two
species that crossed paths, with distinct gait patterns and stances distinguishing their tracks. Evidence of
their overlapping presence at the site for an extended period hinted at a mutual tolerance that allowed both
species to thrive in the same environment.

The coexistence of these ancient hominin species, as indicated by the fossilized footprints, paints a vivid
picture of a bygone era where different human relatives traversed the same landscapes, evading predators
and seeking sustenance. This unique discovery offers a rare glimpse into the complex interactions and
dynamics of our early ancestors, providing a fascinating insight into our shared evolutionary history.

Vocabulary List:

1. Encountered /in'kavntard/ (verb): Met or came across someone or something unexpectedly.
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Coexisted /kou'eksistid/ (verb): Existed together in the same place or at the same time.
Astonishment /a'ston.1f.mant/ (noun): A feeling of great surprise or wonder.

Extensive /1k'stensiv/ (adjective): Covering or affecting a large area or a significant amount.
Discovered /dis'kavard/ (verb): Found out something that was not known or realized before.
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Dynamics /dar'naeemiks/ (noun): The forces or properties that stimulate growth development or change within a
system or process.

Comprehension Questions

Multiple Choice

1. Where were the fossilized footprints discovered?

Option: North America
Option: Africa

Option: Asia

Option: Europe

2. Which two ancient human species were identified from the footprints?

Option: Homo sapiens and Neanderthals

Option: Homo erectus and Paranthropus boisei
Option: Australopithecus afarensis and Homo habilis
Option: Denisovans and Homo floresiensis

3. What was the lead author of the study on the fossilized footprints?

Option: Kevin Hatala
Option: Jane Goodall
Option: Neil deGrasse Tyson
Option: Mary Leakey

4. What was the landscape like where the ancient humans encountered each other?

Option: Desert

Option: Mountains
Option: Jungle

Option: Shores of a lake

5. Which year did the excavations at Koobi Fora in Kenya take place?
Option: 2020
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Option: 2021
Option: 2022
Option: 2023

6. What provided additional context to the ancient scene of the footprints?
Option: Rock formations
Option: Fossilized plants

Option: Nonhuman tracks
Option: Cave paintings

True-False

7. The different hominin species in the fossilized footprints were isolated competitors.

8. The footprints revealed the presence of only one ancient human species.

9. The nonhuman tracks found alongside the hominin footprints were not fossilized.

10. Excavations at Koobi Fora in Kenya started in 2020.

11. The footprints of giant storks were not preserved in the mud.

12. The discovery of the footprints unveiled gait patterns of multiple species.

Gap-Fill

13. The discovery of fossilized footprints took place over 1.5 million years ago near the shores of a

14. Excavations in at Koobi Fora in Kenya initially revealed one hominin footprint.

15. Detailed analysis of the footprints revealed Homo erectus and Paranthropus boisei crossed paths at the

site for an extended
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16. The coexistence of ancient hominin species paints a vivid picture of a bygone era where different
traversed the same landscapes.

17. The fossilized footprints indicated that Homo erectus and Paranthropus boisei displayed distinct gait

patterns and

18. The discovery offers insights into the behaviors and movements of early

Answer

Multiple Choice: 1. Africa 2. Homo erectus and Paranthropus boisei 3. Kevin Hatala 4. Shores of a lake 5.
2021 6. Nonhuman tracks

True-False: 7. False 8. False 9. False 10. False 11. False 12. True

Gap-Fill: 13. lake 14. 2021 15. period 16. human relatives 17. stances 18. humans

Answer
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