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Ancient Roman Artwork Discovered in Pompeii Two Millenniums Post-
Volcanic Eruption

Description

A recent expedition at the ruins of Pompeii revealed an array of centuries-old Roman paintings. These
artworks, depicting characters from Greek mythology, were preserved in a dining room that was buried
under volcanic ash after the catastrophic eruption in 79 A.D.

The room is approximately 50 feet by 20 feet, opening onto a courtyard featuring an outdoor room and a
grand staircase that leads to the first level. The Archaeological Park of Pompeii, the establishment leading
the dig, converses about the opulence of the room, characterized by black walls with mythological frescoes,
discovered during the recent excavation in block No. 10, 9th section.

The black wall aesthetic was designed to hide the smoke from oil lamps, according to Gabriel Zuchtriegel,
park director. He indicated that the room was used after sundown, and the gentle lamp glow would make
the paintings seem animated, especially after a few glasses of high-quality Campanian wine.

Underneath the building, archaeologists found a mound of construction materials under the staircase
arches, which bore a drawing of two pairs of gladiators drawn with charcoal.

The unearthed artworks portrayed figures like Helen of Troy and Cassandra, showcasing themes of heroism,
fate, and the belief that humans hold the power to alter their destiny—all set against the background of the
infamous Trojan War.

Characters such as Cassandra, the seer who, although blessed with foresight, was cursed by Apollo to never
be heeded. Zuchtriegel highlighted that these stories, seemingly romantic, actually delve deeper, exploring
individual relationships and fate.

More discoveries await unveiling, connecting two houses under renovation at the eruption's time. These
archaeological revelations solidify Pompeii as a cultural treasure, providing historical insights ever since its
rediscovery in 1748 by Spanish engineer, Roque Joaqui?n de Alcubierre De Alcubierre.
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Vocabulary List:

Expedition // (noun): A journey or voyage undertaken for a particular purpose.
Array // (noun): A large or impressive display or arrangement.
Preserved // (adjective): Maintained in its original state or kept in good condition.

il

Frescoes // (noun): Paintings done rapidly in watercolor on wet plaster on a wall or ceilingso that the colors
penetrate the plaster.

b

Catastrophic // (adjective): Involving or causing great damage or suffering.
6. Opulence // (noun): Great wealth or luxuriousness.

Vocabulary quizzes

Multiple Choice ( Select the Correct answer for each question. )

1. Which word describes someone or something famous for a negative reason?

Option: Secure
Option: Infamous
Option: Sartorial
Option: Passionate

2. Which word means to be remembered or celebrated indefinitely?

Option: Reprised
Option: Secure
Option: Immortalized
Option: Revival

3. Which word is related to clothing or style of dress?

Option: Controversy
Option: Flair
Option: Sartorial
Option: Expedition

4. Which word means eagerly expected or looked forward to?
Option: Renowned
Option: Anticipated
Option: Displayed
Option: Otherized

5. Which adjective describes phenomena that is beyond scientific explanation?
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Option: Passionate
Option: Infamous
Option: Supernatural
Option: Opulent

6. Which word denotes intense or fervent emotions?

Option: Expeditious
Option: Animated
Option: Passionate
Option: Array

7. Which term refers to great wealth or luxuriousness?

Option: Sterotypes
Option: Opulence
Option: Dramatized
Option: Reprised

8. Which word is used to describe a prolonged public dispute or debate?

Option: Critical
Option: Tense
Option: Controversy
Option: Secure

9. Which term means being full of life or excitement?

Option: Array
Option: Infamous
Option: Animated
Option: Shenanigans

10. Which word refers to a large or impressive group or number of things?
Option: Sterotypes
Option: Array
Option: Revival
Option: Immortalized

Gap-Fill ( Fill in the blanks with the correct word from the vocabulary list. )

11. People want to feel in their homes.
12. The band decided to their greatest hits for the encore performance.
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13. When he hit his thumb with the hammer he let out a colorful

14. The artist was for his realistic portraits.

15. The rare artifact was prominently in the museum.

16. The ancient documents were carefully to protect them from decay.
17. The hurricane had a impact on the coastal town.

18. There has been a of interest in traditional crafts in recent years.

19. The movie aimed to challenge common about different cultures.

20. People often feel isolated and marginalized when they are by society.

Matching Sentences ( Match each definition to the correct word from the vocabulary list. )

21. The atmosphere in the room became palpably charged and strained as the argument grew more
heated.

22. She had a natural and effortless sense of style and elegance in everything she did.

23. The group of friends always found themselves in silly and mischievous antics during their outings.

24. The discovery of the ancient manuscript was truly important and meaningful in the study of history.

25. The image of the revolutionary raising the flag has become a symbol of freedom and defiance.

26. His attention to detail in his clothing and accessories showcased his impeccable taste in fashion.

27. The movie portrayed characters in a way that reinforced common but oversimplified beliefs about
certain groups.

28. The store offered a wide and varied selection of goods to cater to every customer's needs.

29. Having a solid foundation in mathematics was a for taking advanced physics courses.

30. The palace was adorned with extravagant decor and fine luxuries that symbolized wealth and power.

Page 4
www.esl-news.com



ESL-NEWS
www.esl-news.com

Answer

Multiple Choice: 1. Infamous 2. Immortalized 3. Sartorial 4. Anticipated 5. Supernatural 6. Passionate

7. Opulence 8. Controversy 9. Animated 10. Array

Gap-Fill: 11. Secure 12. Reprise 13. Expletive 14. Renowned 15. Displayed 16. Preserved 17. Catastrophic
18. Revival 19. Stereotypes 20. Otherized

Matching sentence: 1. Tense 2. Flair 3. Shenanigans 4. Significant 5. lconic 6. Sartorial 7. Stereotypes 8. Array
9. Prerequisite 10. Opulence
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