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Are Scottish Students Leveraging Al for Academic Dishonesty?
Description

In a concerning trend, over 600 Scottish students were cited for alleged misuse of artificial intelligence (Al)
during their academic endeavors last year, marking a staggering 121% increase from 2023. A freedom of
information request by BBC Scotland revealed that only a handful—fewer than ten—were expelled from both
Robert Gordon and Glasgow Universities, which recorded the inaugural instances of such expulsions in
Scottish academia.

The crux of the dilemma now confronting Scottish universities revolves around the blurred lines between
legitimate academic assistance and outright cheating. This dilemma is exacerbated by the growing reliance
on generative Al tools, such as ChatGPT, seamlessly integrating them into the academic landscape.

The nuances of penalties associated with Al misuse are equally intricate. According to Dylan Walch, an
educational advisor from the University of Edinburgh, the majority of infractions result in mere discussions
with faculty, occasionally leading to minor mark deductions. However, serious breaches can culminate in
formal hearings before a panel, instilling a sense of intimidation among the students involved.

Moreover, while instances of detected Al misuse remain relatively low across Scotland’s student population
of 292,240, academic authorities underscore the pressing challenge of maintaining equitable grading
standards. As Prof. Sian Bayne of the University of Edinburgh articulates, the ability of Al to facilitate
cognitive offloading presents profound risks, as students may increasingly opt for Al-generated analyses
over engaging directly with complex texts.

In this evolving landscape, it becomes imperative for educational institutions to foster comprehensive
guidelines regarding Al usage, ensuring that all students engage with the technology equitably and ethically.
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