
Blake Lively Wins Subpoena Battle for Justin Baldoni’s Phone Records

Description

In a significant turn of events in the ongoing legal confrontation between Blake Lively and her “It Ends With
Us” co-star and director Justin Baldoni, a federal judge issued a mixed ruling. This decision permitted certain
aspects of Lively’s subpoena for telephonic records while concurrently dismissing other requests that he
deemed excessively intrusive and disproportionate to the exigencies of the case.

Lively's legal representatives sought to obtain comprehensive call and text logs involving Baldoni, his public
relations team, and other personnel associated with Wayfarer Studios, the production entity responsible for
“It Ends With Us,” covering the period from December 1, 2022, to the present. However, Judge Lewis Liman
articulated that although Lively’s attorneys were not requesting the substantive content of the
communications, “the phone records themselves would still encompass sensitive information concerning
which medical professionals, psychologists, or acquaintances the Wayfarer Parties communicated with, and
during what times.”

Bryan Freedman, representing Baldoni, commended the ruling in a statement, asserting, “The Court
effectively curtailed Ms. Lively’s egregious endeavor to infringe upon our clients’ privacy. This constitutes a
considerable victory. Regardless of how the Lively Parties may attempt to reinterpret this decision, the
Court recognized their efforts for what they truly are: a desperate fishing expedition aimed at salvaging
their discredited claims long after they have already tarnished our clients’ reputations in the New York
Times.”

Nonetheless, Lively achieved a degree of success. Judge Liman specified that she could refine her requests
for phone records, while also noting that Baldoni’s counsel failed to provide sufficient justification as to why
Lively should be precluded from seeking telephonic information pertaining to individuals who are “non-
parties” to the lawsuit.

“The Wayfarer Parties may assert a privacy interest in their own communications, yet they have not
presented any foundation for claiming an interest in the correspondence of non-parties,” the judge
elucidated.

The legal wrangling between Lively and Baldoni has unfolded as one of the most acrimonious disputes
among prominent actors in contemporary Hollywood. Lively has alleged that Baldoni engaged in sexual
harassment during the filming of “It Ends With Us” and contends that, following her objections to his alleged
conduct, he collaborated with his public relations team to orchestrate a detrimental smear campaign aimed
at undermining her reputation. Balancing this, Baldoni has countered with allegations that both Lively and
her husband, Ryan Reynolds, are disseminating falsehoods attempting to obliterate his career. Additionally,
he has filed a lawsuit against the New York Times, which published Lively’s allegations mere weeks prior to
her own legal action.

Pat Saperstein contributed to this report.
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Vocabulary List:

1. Subpoena /səˈpiː.nə/ (noun): A legal document ordering someone to attend a court proceeding or produce 
evidence.

2. Intrusive /ɪnˈtruː.sɪv/ (adjective): Causing disruption or annoyance through being unwelcome or uninvited.
3. Egregious /ɪˈɡriː.dʒəs/ (adjective): Outstandingly bad; shocking.
4. Exigencies /ˌɛk.sɪˈdʒɛn.siːz/ (noun): Urgent needs or demands.
5. Correspondence /ˌkɔːr.əˈspɒn.dəns/ (noun): Communication by exchanging letters emails or messages.
6. Acrimonious /ˌæk.rɪˈmoʊ.ni.əs/ (adjective): Angry and bitter in speech or behavior.

Vocabulary quizzes

Multiple Choice  ( Select the Correct answer for each question. ) 

1. Which of the following terms best describes actions that seek to undermine an established system or 
institution? 
    Option: Authenticity
    Option: Corroborated
    Option: Subversive
    Option: Prudence

2. Which adverb is used to imply that something has been stated without proof or is unconfirmed? 
    Option: Grief
    Option: Allegedly
    Option: Proactive
    Option: Dismissed

3. Which term describes something that involves risk or danger? 
    Option: Hazardous
    Option: Fetish
    Option: Exigencies
    Option: Intrusive

4. What are false statements or invented information known as? 
    Option: Circumstances
    Option: Fabrications
    Option: Proactive
    Option: Ambiguous
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5. Which term refers to the cautious handling of practical matters? 
    Option: Acrimonious
    Option: Prudence
    Option: Stewardship
    Option: Foray

6. What term is used to describe something that is open to more than one interpretation? 
    Option: Egregious
    Option: Ambiguous
    Option: Unfounded
    Option: Dismissed

7. Which term describes the quality of being genuine or real? 
    Option: Allegedly
    Option: Exigencies
    Option: Authenticity
    Option: Subpoena

8. What is the term for the quality of being reserved or uncommunicative in speech? 
    Option: Acrimonious
    Option: Reticence
    Option: Conviviality
    Option: Fabrications

9. Which term refers to the conditions or facts that are relevant to an event or action? 
    Option: Circumstances
    Option: Foray
    Option: Allegedly
    Option: Dismissed

10. Which term describes a sudden or irregular attack or raid into enemy territory? 
    Option: Exigencies
    Option: Foray
    Option: Dismissed
    Option: Egregious

Gap-Fill  ( Fill in the blanks with the correct word from the vocabulary list. ) 

11. To avoid or  something is to deliberately keep away from it. 

12. The  event marked the beginning of a series of annual conferences. 
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13. The festive atmosphere promoted a sense of warmth and  among the guests. 

14. The company's  error resulted in significant financial losses. 

15. The suspect was  involved in the robbery although no concrete evidence was 

found. 

16. The  questions invaded her privacy and made her uncomfortable. 

17. The team had to adapt quickly to meet the  of the new project deadline. 

18. The email contained an attachment with additional information that was not mentioned in the 

. 

19. She saw her role as a leader as a form of  ensuring the well-being of her team. 

20. The judge  the case due to lack of evidence. 

Matching Sentences  ( Match each definition to the correct word from the vocabulary list. ) 
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21. The sense of deep overwhelmed her after the loss of her beloved pet.

22. A legal document requiring someone to appear in court as a witness is known as a .

23. The project's scope extended beyond the initial set by the team.

24. The settlement talks ended in an dispute between the two parties.

25. Taking the approach she addressed potential issues before they became problems.

26. The organization focused on accurate information to the public through various channels.

27. The claims made against him were completely lacking any basis in truth.

28. The company's expansion into new markets marked its initial outside of its home region.

29. The mastermind behind the elaborate scheme was finally apprehended by the authorities.

30. His dedication to the environment exemplified his belief in responsible of natural resources.

Answer
Multiple Choice: 1. Subversive 2. Allegedly 3. Hazardous 4. Fabrications 5. Prudence 6. Ambiguous
7. Authenticity 8. Reticence 9. Circumstances 10. Foray
Gap-Fill: 11. eschew 12. inaugural 13. conviviality 14. egregious 15. allegedly 16. intrusive 17. exigencies
18. correspondence 19. stewardship 20. dismissed
Matching sentence: 1. grief 2. subpoena 3. ambit 4. acrimonious 5. proactive 6. disseminating 7. unfounded
8. foray 9. alleged 10. stewardship
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