
Brain Waste Removal Boosts Memory in Aging Mice

Description

As we age, the crucial cleaning mechanisms our brains rely on to remain functional begin to deteriorate.
Recent research has unveiled a way to enhance waste removal cycles in the brains of mice, resulting in
significant improvements in their memory. A team from Washington University in St. Louis spearheaded this
study, focusing on the brain's chief cleaning agents: the meningeal lymphatics. These vessels are integral to
the body's lymphatic system, tasked with waste removal and immune support.

The researchers employed a specific protein treatment on elderly mice, which stimulated the growth and
function of these meningeal lymphatics. The treated mice subsequently exhibited enhanced memory
capabilities compared to those untreated. The study underscores a potential link to neurodegenerative
diseases such as Alzheimer's, where aging brains experience memory loss. This innovative approach could
provide insights into slowing down or even preventing dementia.

According to neuroscientist Kyungdeok Kim, "A functioning lymphatic system is critical for brain health and
memory." Supporting the body's waste management system might yield health benefits for naturally aging
brains. The study also revealed that the protein interleukin 6 acts as a distress signal from overburdened
immune cells called microglia when the brain's cleaning processes are overwhelmed. Remarkably, the
lymphatics treatment reduced interleukin 6 levels, stabilizing this part of the immune system and mitigating
brain damage caused by stressed microglia.

A pivotal advantage is that meningeal lymphatic vessels, located just outside the brain, can be targeted
without the complication of breaching the blood-brain barrier. As neuroscientist Jonathan Kipnis states,
targeting these external vessels can lead to cognitive enhancements in mice, paving the way for more
robust therapies to stave off cognitive decline.

Overall, these findings align with previous research, suggesting that while we may not revive neurons,
enhancing meningeal lymphatic function could optimize their performance. The study has been published in 
Cell.

Vocabulary List:

1. Lymphatics /lɪmˈfætɪks/ (noun): The network of vessels that transport lymph a fluid containing infection-fighting 
white blood cells throughout the body.

2. Neurodegenerative /ˌnjʊəroʊdɪˈdʒɛnərətɪv/ (adjective): Relating to the progressive degeneration of the 
structure and function of the nervous system.

3. Cognition /kɒɡˈnɪʃən/ (noun): The mental action or process of acquiring knowledge and understanding through 
thought experience and the senses.

4. Meningeal /ˌmen.ɪnˈdʒiː.əl/ (adjective): Relating to the protective membranes covering the brain and spinal cord.

ESL-NEWS
www.esl-news.com

ESL-NEWS.COM

Page 1
www.esl-news.com



5. Interleukin /ˌɪntərˈluːkɪn/ (noun): A group of cytokines that are produced by white blood cells and play a crucial 
role in immune responses.

6. Mitigating /ˈmɪtɪɡeɪtɪŋ/ (verb): Making less severe serious or painful.

Comprehension Questions

Multiple Choice

1. What is the main focus of the research conducted by the team from Washington University in St. Louis? 
    Option: Enhancing waste removal cycles in mice brains
    Option: Improving immune support in the lymphatic system
    Option: Studying neuron revival in aging brains
    Option: Investigating protein treatments in elderly mice

2. Which protein treatment was used on the elderly mice in the study? 
    Option: Interferon alpha
    Option: Interleukin 6
    Option: Tumor necrosis factor
    Option: Growth hormone

3. What role do meningeal lymphatic vessels play in the body? 
    Option: Blood circulation support
    Option: Waste removal and immune support
    Option: Digestive enzyme production
    Option: Respiratory gas exchange

4. Which neuroscientist highlighted the critical importance of a functioning lymphatic system for brain 
health and memory? 
    Option: Kyungdeok Kim
    Option: Jonathan Kipnis
    Option: Richard Restak
    Option: Oliver Sacks

5. How did the lymphatics treatment impact interleukin 6 levels in the study? 
    Option: Increased them
    Option: Had no effect
    Option: Reduced them
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    Option: Stabilized them

6. Where are meningeal lymphatic vessels located in relation to the brain? 
    Option: Inside the brain
    Option: Within the blood vessels of the brain
    Option: Just outside the brain
    Option: Across both brain hemispheres

True-False

7. Enhancing meningeal lymphatic function may help optimize neuron performance. 

8. The protein interleukin 6 acts as a distress signal from overburdened immune cells called microglia. 

9. Meningeal lymphatic vessels are located deep within the brain. 

10. Targeting meningeal lymphatic vessels requires breaching the blood-brain barrier. 

11. Neuroscientist Jonathan Kipnis believes that targeting meningeal lymphatic vessels can lead to 
cognitive enhancements in mice. 

12. A functioning lymphatic system has no impact on brain health and memory. 

Gap-Fill

13. The researchers employed a specific protein treatment on elderly mice, which stimulated the growth 

and function of these meningeal lymphatics. The treated mice subsequently exhibited enhanced 

 capabilities compared to those untreated. 

15. As we age, the crucial cleaning mechanisms our brains rely on to remain functional begin to deteriorate. 

Recent research has unveiled a way to enhance waste removal cycles in the brains of 

, resulting in significant improvements in their memory. 
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16. Supporting the body's waste management system might yield health benefits for naturally aging 

. 

17. Neuroscientist Jonathan Kipnis states that targeting meningeal lymphatic vessels can lead to cognitive 

enhancements in . 

18. The study published in Cell suggests that enhancing meningeal lymphatic function could optimize 

 performance. 

Answer
Multiple Choice: 1. Enhancing waste removal cycles in mice brains 2. Interleukin 6 3. Waste removal and 
immune support 4. Kyungdeok Kim 5. Reduced them 6. Just outside the brain
True-False: 7. False 8. True 9. False 10. False 11. True 12. False
Gap-Fill: 13. memory 15. mice 16. brains 18. their

Vocabulary quizzes

Multiple Choice  ( Select the Correct answer for each question. ) 

1. What term describes a feeling of uplift or support? 
    Option: Consequences
    Option: Efficiency
    Option: Buoyed
    Option: Innovative

2. Which word best describes something crucial or essential? 
    Option: Susceptible
    Option: Cardiovascular
    Option: Vital
    Option: Mitigate

3. What refers to the act of withstanding force or pressure? 
    Option: Antioxidants
    Option: Resistance
    Option: Correlates
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    Option: Holistic

4. Which term is used to describe a community of organisms interacting within an environment? 
    Option: Microbiome
    Option: Ecosystem
    Option: Mitigating
    Option: Prudence

5. What refers to the mental process of acquiring knowledge and understanding? 
    Option: Lymphatics
    Option: Neurodegenerative
    Option: Cognition
    Option: Propensity

6. Which term indicates a natural inclination or tendency towards something? 
    Option: Propensity
    Option: Exacerbates
    Option: Interaction
    Option: Metric

7. What word describes a state of extreme tiredness or exhaustion? 
    Option: Fatigued
    Option: Mitigate
    Option: Osteoporosis
    Option: Mitigating

8. Which term describes an approach that considers the whole system rather than individual parts? 
    Option: Colorectal
    Option: Holistic
    Option: Lymphatics
    Option: Neurodegenerative

9. What term relates to the heart and blood vessels? 
    Option: Cardiovascular
    Option: Cautioning
    Option: Efficiency
    Option: Correlates

10. What word describes the introduction of new ideas or methods? 
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    Option: Antioxidants
    Option: Holistic
    Option: Tata Group
    Option: Innovative

Gap-Fill  ( Fill in the blanks with the correct word from the vocabulary list. ) 

11. The company implemented strategies to  the effects of the economic 

downturn. 

12. Individuals with weakened immune systems are more  to infections. 

13. Failing to submit the report on time may have serious . 

14. Regular screenings can help in the early detection of  cancer. 

15. Alzheimer’s disease is a common  disorder that affects memory and cognition. 

16. The study aimed to identify factors that  with increased job satisfaction. 

17. Consuming sufficient calcium and vitamin D can help prevent . 

18. -6 is a cytokine involved in the regulation of immune responses. 

19. The  system plays a key role in maintaining fluid balance and immunity. 

20. The company prides itself on its  approach to product design. 

Matching Sentences  ( Match each definition to the correct word from the vocabulary list. ) 

21. The diversity of bacteria and other microorganisms in the gut contribute to overall health.

22. The protective layers surrounding the brain and spinal cord are known as the meninges.

23. The new software system significantly improved the efficiency of our workflow.

24. The doctor issued a cautioning statement about the potential side effects of the medication.

25. The government introduced policies aimed at mitigating the impact of climate change.
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26. Fruits like berries are rich in antioxidants that help protect cells from damage.

27. The doctor provided a positive prognosis for the patient's recovery.

28. The holistic approach to healthcare considers the physical mental and emotional well-being of
individuals.

29. Regular exercise mitigates the risk of developing certain chronic diseases.

30. The social interaction among team members improved collaboration and productivity.

Answer
Multiple Choice: 1. Buoyed 2. Vital 3. Resistance 4. Ecosystem 5. Cognition 6. Propensity 7. Fatigued 8. 
Holistic 9. Cardiovascular 10. Innovative
Gap-Fill: 11. mitigate 12. susceptible 13. consequences 14. colorectal 15. neurodegenerative 16. correlate
17. osteoporosis 18. Interleukin 19. lymphatic 20. innovative
Matching sentence: 1. Microbiome 2. Meningeal 3. Efficiency 4. Cautioning 5. Mitigating 6. Antioxidants
7. Prognosis 8. Holistic 9. Mitigates 10. Interaction
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