
Brett Ratner’s New Sequel Sparks Studio Bidding War

Description

In July, Lionsgate executives convened for a routine greenlight meeting, but the agenda differed from the
norm. The focus was on Rush Hour 4, the much-discussed next chapter in the action comedy franchise.
While the idea may seem appealing in theory for Lionsgate, a studio keen on expanding its portfolio with
successful franchises alongside the John Wick series, there was a major obstacle looming. The potential
involvement of Brett Ratner, the franchise's filmmaker, raised concerns. Ratner, accused of sexual
misconduct and harassment in 2017, had not worked in Hollywood for seven years. Despite denying the
allegations and not facing charges, Ratner remained a controversial figure. His supposed role as director
and producer of Rush Hour 4 further complicated matters.

Years back, Warner Bros., the distributor of the Rush Hour films, allowed Rush Hour 4 to be licensed to Tarak
Ben Ammar under his Eagle Pictures banner. While surprising, given the franchise's success, this move
opened the door for Ben Ammar to pursue the project with potential partners. Ratner's persistent efforts to
direct the fourth film had met resistance from other studios, indicating his tainted reputation. The return of
franchise stars Chris Tucker and Jackie Chan remained uncertain, despite their expressed interest in
reprising their roles.

Ratner's once flourishing career faced a setback in 2017 when multiple women accused him of sexual
misconduct, sparking controversy in an industry moving towards accountability and inclusivity. Amidst a
changing Hollywood landscape, where established IP is leveraged for nostalgia and profit, the prospect of 
Rush Hour 4 hinges on securing distribution partnerships and navigating ethical considerations amidst
commercial interests.

Vocabulary List:

1. Convene /kənˈviːn/ (verb): To come together for a meeting or assembly.
2. Obstacle /ˈɒb.stə.kəl/ (noun): Something that prevents or hinders progress.
3. Tainted /ˈteɪn.tɪd/ (adjective): Contaminated or affected by something undesirable.
4. Pursue /pərˈsuː/ (verb): To follow in order to catch reach or achieve something.
5. Accountability /əˌkaʊn.təˈbɪl.ɪ.ti/ (noun): The state of being responsible or answerable for something.
6. Prospect /ˈprɒs.pɛkt/ (noun): The possibility or likelihood of some future event occurring.
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Multiple Choice  ( Select the Correct answer for each question. ) 

1. What skill is essential for successfully overcoming obstacles? 
    Option: Integrity
    Option: Extravagance
    Option: Camaraderie
    Option: Navigated

2. What is crucial for maintaining strong relationships? 
    Option: Tributes
    Option: Connection
    Option: Motivated
    Option: Embracing

3. What can provide a guiding framework for decision-making? 
    Option: Cherishing
    Option: Philosophy
    Option: Condolences
    Option: Juxtaposing

4. What drives individuals to pursue their goals? 
    Option: Levity
    Option: Empathy
    Option: Motivated
    Option: Obstacle

5. What quality is necessary for long-lasting relationships? 
    Option: Enduring
    Option: Allure
    Option: Tainted
    Option: Collaboration

6. Which word describes the feeling when remembering the past fondly? 
    Option: Eclectic
    Option: Nostalgic
    Option: Palpable
    Option: Prospect

7. What are often paid to honor someone who has passed away? 
    Option: Palpable
    Option: Tributes
    Option: Poignant
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    Option: Reminisced

8. Which word best describes something beyond ordinary expectations? 
    Option: Palpable
    Option: Intriguing
    Option: Extraordinary
    Option: Embracing

9. What action involves coming together for a meeting or gathering? 
    Option: Convene
    Option: Cherishing
    Option: Collaboration
    Option: Juxtaposing

10. What concept emphasizes taking responsibility for one's actions? 
    Option: Integrity
    Option: Accountability
    Option: Prospect
    Option: Connection

Gap-Fill  ( Fill in the blanks with the correct word from the vocabulary list. ) 

11.  can severely damage trust in a relationship. 

12. The tension in the room was so thick, it was almost . 

13. Entering a new market provides an exciting growth  for the business. 

14.  happy moments is important for overall well-being. 

15. The mystique and  of the unknown attracted many adventurers. 

16. Maintaining  in all dealings is a mark of true character. 

17. Showing  towards others can help build stronger relationships. 

18. Every challenge is an opportunity to overcome an . 

19.  among team members leads to greater innovation and success. 

20. Some people mistake  for luxury, but true luxury lies in simplicity. 
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Matching Sentences  ( Match each definition to the correct word from the vocabulary list. ) 

21. The experienced captain effortlessly the rough waters to reach the harbor.

22. Strong with clients are crucial for business growth.

23. A bit of can help lighten tense situations.

24. Successful projects often result from effective among team members.

25. Their love was , standing the test of time and challenges.

26. The of the stage drew her into a world of performance art.

27. The scandal their reputation and trustworthiness.

28. She lived by a personal that guided her decisions and actions.

29. By new challenges, he continued to grow and learn.

30. Highly individuals often achieve great success through determination.

Answer
Multiple Choice: 1. Navigated 2. Connection 3. Philosophy 4. Motivated 5. Enduring 6. Nostalgic 7. Tributes
8. Extraordinary 9. Convene 10. Accountability
Gap-Fill: 11. Infidelity 12. Palpable 13. Prospect 14. Cherishing 15. Allure 16. Integrity 17. Empathy 18. 
Obstacle 19. Collaboration 20. Extravagance
Matching sentence: 1. Navigated 2. Connection 3. Levity 4. Collaboration 5. Enduring 6. Allure 7. Tainted
8. Philosophy 9. Embracing 10. Motivated

CATEGORY

1. Entertainment - LEVEL5

Date Created
2024/08/22
Author
aimeeyoung99

ESL-NEWS
www.esl-news.com

ESL-NEWS.COM

Page 4
www.esl-news.com


