
Bronze Age Britons Ate Enemies in Shocking Discovery

Description

The analysis of ancient Bronze Age bones in Britain has unveiled a disturbingly brutal and savage fate for
numerous individuals. Unearthed from the Charterhouse Warren site in southwest England, the remains
depict signs of extreme close-range blunt force trauma, dismemberment, and even cannibalism,
culminating in the disposal of bodies down a 15-meter shaft. This macabre revelation, detailed by an
international team of researchers, portrays a level of violence unprecedented in British prehistory,
prompting inquiries into the unfolding gruesome events.

Archaeologist Rick Schulting from the University of Oxford elucidates the grim anomaly of the site,
suggesting a darker narrative than previously assumed about the time period. The team meticulously
examined over 3,000 bone fragments from at least 37 individuals, all victims of a single violent occurrence
estimated to have occurred between 2210 and 2010 BCE. The evidence of fractured skulls, punctured
bones, and tell-tale signs of cuts and breaks post-mortem hint at cannibalistic acts carried out by the
perpetrators.

The sheer absence of customary burial practices and the prevalence of nearby cattle bones imply a
deliberate dehumanization of the victims. The heinous event, possibly triggered by societal tensions or
antecedent conflicts, exemplifies a cycle of vendettas that reverberated through Bronze Age communities.
Despite speculations of a concurrent plague exacerbating social discord, discerning the motives behind such
brutality remains elusive.

The grim tale from Charterhouse Warren sheds light on the darker facets of ancient civilizations, challenging
conventional notions of the past. This pivotal find, elucidated in the journal Antiquity, serves as a haunting
reminder of humanity's capacity for reprehensible acts, underscoring the imperative of commemorating
such harrowing narratives for posterity.

Vocabulary List:

1. Dismemberment /dɪsˈmɛm.bər.mənt/ (noun): The act of cutting or tearing apart a body or a body part.
2. Cannibalism /ˈkæn.ɪ.bəl.ɪ.zəm/ (noun): The act of consuming the flesh of one’s own species.
3. Dehumanization /ˌdiː.hjuː.mə.naɪˈzeɪ.ʃən/ (noun): The process of depriving a person or group of human qualities 

or attributes.
4. Vendettas /venˈdɛt.ə/ (noun): A prolonged bitter quarrel with or campaign against someone.
5. Extravagant /ɪkˈstræv.ə.ɡənt/ (adjective): Lacking restraint in spending money or use of resources.
6. Gruesome /ˈɡruː.səm/ (adjective): Causing repulsion or horror; grisly.
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Comprehension Questions

Multiple Choice

1. What type of trauma was observed on the Bronze Age bones unearthed at the Charterhouse Warren site? 
    Option: Blunt force trauma
    Option: Sharp force trauma
    Option: Chemical trauma
    Option: Psychological trauma

2. How many bone fragments were meticulously examined by the team of researchers at Charterhouse 
Warren? 
    Option: 1,000
    Option: 2,500
    Option: 3,000
    Option: 4,500

3. Approximately how many individuals were identified as victims of a single violent occurrence at the 
Charterhouse Warren site? 
    Option: 15
    Option: 27
    Option: 37
    Option: 45

4. What possible trigger for the heinous event is mentioned in the text? 
    Option: Natural disaster
    Option: Societal tensions or conflicts
    Option: Peaceful coexistence
    Option: Agricultural advancements

5. What publication elucidated the findings from Charterhouse Warren? 
    Option: Archaeological Discoveries
    Option: British Prehistory Journal
    Option: Antiquity
    Option: Historical Anomalies
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6. What approximate time range is provided for the violent occurrence at Charterhouse Warren? 
    Option: 2000-1800 BCE
    Option: 2300-2100 BCE
    Option: 1600-1400 BCE
    Option: 2500-2300 BCE

True-False

7. The victims at Charterhouse Warren received customary burial practices. 

8. Archaeologist Rick Schulting claims the findings at Charterhouse Warren challenge conventional notions 
of the past. 

9. The evidence of cannibalism at Charterhouse Warren was not observed by the researchers. 

10. The violence at Charterhouse Warren is considered typical for British prehistory. 

11. The victims at Charterhouse Warren were predominantly children. 

12. The perpetrators at Charterhouse Warren displayed respect for the victims through specific rituals. 

Gap-Fill

13. How many meters deep was the shaft where the bodies were disposed of at Charterhouse Warren? It 

was -meters deep. 

14. The event at Charterhouse Warren exemplifies a cycle of vendettas that reverberated through Bronze 

Age communities from  to 2010 BCE. 

15. Archaeologist Rick Schulting is affiliated with the University of . 

16. The sheer absence of customary burial practices at Charterhouse Warren suggests a deliberate 

 of the victims. 

17. The find at Charterhouse Warren serves as a haunting reminder of humanity's capacity for 
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reprehensible acts, underscoring the imperative of commemorating such harrowing narratives for 

. 

18. The absence of traditional burial customs and presence of cattle bones hint at the possible 

 at the site. 

Answer
Multiple Choice: 1. Blunt force trauma 2. 3,000 3. 37 4. Societal tensions or conflicts 5. Antiquity 6. 2210-
2010 BCE
True-False: 7. False 8. True 9. False 10. False 11. False 12. False
Gap-Fill: 13. 15 14. 2210 15. Oxford 16. dehumanization 17. posterity 18. cannibalism

Vocabulary quizzes

Multiple Choice  ( Select the Correct answer for each question. ) 

1. What is the ability to recover from setbacks and adapt to challenges? 
    Option: Mend
    Option: Resilience
    Option: Fatigue
    Option: Crystalline

2. Which word describes a fact or situation that is observed to exist or happen? 
    Option: Transformative
    Option: Phenomenon
    Option: Exacerbate
    Option: Solace

3. What term refers to extreme tiredness resulting from mental or physical exertion? 
    Option: Aggravate
    Option: Fatigue
    Option: Mindfulness
    Option: Resilience

4. What word means comfort or consolation in a time of distress or sadness? 
    Option: Resilience
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    Option: Nourishment
    Option: Solace
    Option: Prevalence

5. Which term describes a person significantly overweight? 
    Option: Obese
    Option: Prevalence
    Option: Meticulously
    Option: Utilization

6. What adjective relates to mental processes such as perception memory and problem-solving? 
    Option: Trajectory
    Option: Cognitive
    Option: Hydration
    Option: Myriad

7. Which adverb means in a way that shows great attention to detail? 
    Option: Causation
    Option: Dehydration
    Option: Meticulously
    Option: Consultation

8. What term means a countless or extremely great number? 
    Option: Comprehensive
    Option: Dismemberment
    Option: Cannibalism
    Option: Myriad

9. What concept refers to the denial of someone's human qualities or rights? 
    Option: Cannibalism
    Option: Dehumanization
    Option: Vendettas
    Option: Extravagant

10. Which term describes something lacking restraint in spending money or using resources? 
    Option: Gruesome
    Option: Extravagant
    Option: Vendettas
    Option: Dismemberment

Gap-Fill  ( Fill in the blanks with the correct word from the vocabulary list. ) 
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11. Experiencing a challenging situation can be  leading to personal growth. 

12. Lack of sleep can worsen or  existing health issues. 

13. Proper  is essential for overall health and cognitive function. 

14. Efficient  of available resources is crucial for sustainable development. 

15. A balanced diet ensures the body receives adequate  for optimal functioning. 

16. The artist's work reflected the  clarity of a perfect diamond. 

17. It is advisable to seek  with a healthcare professional before starting a new 

exercise regimen. 

18. A  study of the issue revealed various underlying factors. 

19. Feuds and  can lead to long-standing conflicts between families or groups. 

20. The company's positive financial  continued for several quarters. 

Matching Sentences  ( Match each definition to the correct word from the vocabulary list. ) 

21. The athlete's ability to bounce back from a career-threatening injury showcased true .

22. After the conflict efforts to relationships within the community were successful.

23. Practicing daily meditation promotes a state of focused awareness known as .

24. A study on the of mental health disorders revealed alarming statistics.

25. Understanding the root of a problem is crucial for effective solutions.

26. Severe can lead to serious health complications if left untreated.

27. The horror movie depicted scenes of violent unsettling the audience.

28. The survival story involved desperate acts of in extreme conditions.

29. The crime scene investigation revealed details that shocked even seasoned detectives.
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30. Failure to address the issue promptly may only serve to the problems faced by the community.

Answer
Multiple Choice: 1. Resilience 2. Phenomenon 3. Fatigue 4. Solace 5. Obese 6. Cognitive 7. Meticulously
8. Myriad 9. Dehumanization 10. Extravagant
Gap-Fill: 11. Transformative 12. Aggravate 13. Hydration 14. Utilization 15. Nourishment 16. Crystalline
17. Consultation 18. Comprehensive 19. Vendettas 20. Trajectory
Matching sentence: 1. Resilience 2. Mend 3. Mindfulness 4. Prevalence 5. Causation 6. Dehydration
7. Dismemberment 8. Cannibalism 9. Gruesome 10. Exacerbate
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