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Canada’s Freight Railroads Halt: Officials Rush to React
Description

The Canadian government's swift action to force the country's major railroads into arbitration with their
labor union aims to prevent a severe economic crisis in both Canada and the U.S. as freight trains were
halted due to a labor agreement impasse. Canadian National and CPKC, after being locked out by their
workers, are now working to resume train operations promptly.

The union, representing thousands of railway workers, criticized the railroads for orchestrating the crisis to
prompt government intervention. Despite the union's discontent, the government's decision to order
arbitration with the Teamsters Canada Rail Conference was necessary to end the deadlock that began at
midnight on Thursday.

Labour Minister Steven MacKinnon anticipated that trains would be back on track within days, highlighting
the urgent need to resolve the situation. The industrial relations board swiftly facilitated arbitration
discussions between the railroads and the union, signaling progress towards a resolution.

Businesses and industries reliant on rail transport faced major disruptions, with potential consequences
extending to North American supply chains. The government intervened to safeguard the national interest
and prevent further economic damage. While collective bargaining was initially favored, the escalating risks
compelled government action.

The impact of the rail stoppage reverberated across sectors, prompting concerns about supply chain
disruptions. The need for timely resolution was underscored, with lingering disruptions posing significant
challenges for businesses. The ongoing negotiations between the railroads and the union focused on critical
issues such as worker scheduling and fatigue prevention, highlighting the complex nature of the labor
dispute.

In essence, the government's arbitration intervention underscores the critical importance of resolving the
railway deadlock swiftly to mitigate economic repercussions and ensure the resumption of essential freight
services.

Vocabulary List:

Arbitration /,a:r.b1'trer.fan/ (noun): The process of settling a dispute by an impartial third party.
Disruptions /dis'rap.fanz/ (noun): Interruptions that prevent an event or process from continuing normally.
Negotiations /n1,gouv.fi'e1.fanz/ (noun): Discussions aimed at reaching an agreement.

Impasse /'1m.paes/ (noun): A situation in which no progress is possible especially because of disagreement.
Repercussions / ri:..par'kaf.anz/ (noun): Consequences or effects that follow an event or action.
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Safeguard /'seif.ga:rd/ (verb): To protect or ensure safety against potential risks or harm.
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Comprehension Questions

Multiple Choice

1. What action did the Canadian government take to address the labor dispute in major railroads?

Option: Forced them into arbitration with the labor union
Option: Issued an executive order to end the strike
Option: Provided financial assistance to the railroads
Option: Ignored the situation

2. Which labor union was involved in the railway deadlock?

Option: Teamsters Canada Rail Conference

Option: United Auto Workers

Option: International Brotherhood of Electrical Workers
Option: Service Employees International Union

3. What was the main reason for the halting of freight trains?

Option: Labor agreement impasse
Option: Weather conditions

Option: Technical issues with the trains
Option: Fuel shortage

4. What was the role of Canadian National and CPKC in the dispute?

Option: They were locked out by their workers
Option: They initiated the strike

Option: They supported the labor union
Option: They reached a quick resolution

5. What prompted the government's decision to order arbitration?

Option: Deadlock between railroads and the union
Option: Government pressure on the railroads
Option: Threats of legal action from the union
Option: Media criticism of the government

6. What sector faced major disruptions due to the rail stoppage?

Option: Businesses reliant on rail transport
Option: Airline industry
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Option: Technology companies
Option: Agricultural sector

Answer

Multiple Choice: 1. Forced them into arbitration with the labor union 2. Teamsters Canada Rail Conference
3. Labor agreement impasse 4. They were locked out by their workers 5. Deadlock between railroads and
the union 6. Businesses reliant on rail transport

Vocabulary quizzes

Multiple Choice ( Select the Correct answer for each question. )

1. What type of change aims to make a significant impact or alteration?

Option: A. Gradual
Option: B. Consistent
Option: C. Transformative
Option: D. Moderate

2. Which term refers to the process of making or enacting laws?

Option: A. Amendment
Option: B. Legislation
Option: C. Policy
Option: D. Regulation

3. What term is used to describe events that interrupt normal proceedings?
Option: A. Enhancements
Option: B. Innovations
Option: C. Disruptions
Option: D. Improvements

4. Which word describes the character and atmosphere of a place?

Option: A. Efficiency
Option: B. Ambiance
Option: C. Rigidity

Option: D. Uniformity

5. Which term relates to or is characteristic of a company or business?

Option: A. Public
Option: B. Enterprise
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Option: C. Corporate
Option: D. Personal

. What word describes a sudden and large increase in something?

Option: A. Decline
Option: B. Standstill
Option: C. Dormancy
Option: D. Surge

. Which term refers to the quality of being honest and having strong moral principles?
Option: A. Duplicity
Option: B. Deception
Option: C. Integrity
Option: D. Fraudulence

. What term describes something that evokes interest attention or admiration?

Option: A. Mediocre
Option: B. Compelling
Option: C. Dull
Option: D. Apathetic

. What does the term "unprecedented" mean in the context of an event or situation?

Option: A. Familiar
Option: B. Routine
Option: C. Unparalleled
Option: D. Ordinary

10. Which term describes the process of giving new life or energy to something?
Option: A. Deteriorating

Option: B. Revitalizing

Option: C. Stagnating

Option: D. Decaying

Gap-Fill ( Fill in the blanks with the correct word from the vocabulary list. )

11. The concept of emphasizes the idea that all things are interconnected and
interdependent.
12. The new law is that all citizens must wear seat belts while driving.
13. The between the two parties lasted for days before reaching a final
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agreement.

14. It is essential to your personal information to prevent identity theft.

15. Reqgular exercise is key to your body and maintaining good health.

16. The company announced the of a smaller startup to expand its market share.
17. The government introduced several new to address the unemployment rate.
18. The speaker delivered a argument that convinced many to support the cause.

19. The decision to cut down the forest had severe environmental

20. The new policy proved to be highly sparking debates among lawmakers.

Matching Sentences ( Match each definition to the correct word from the vocabulary list. )

21.

Virtual reality technology creates an experience for users to explore different worlds.

22.

Social media personalities often serve as shaping trends and consumer behavior.

23.

Rare coins can be valuable for numismatists and investors alike.

24,

In legal disputes parties may opt for as a less formal method of conflict resolution.

25.

The new therapy approach is combining traditional and alternative medicine practices.

26.

The hospital's approach to care is highly focusing on individual patient needs and preferences.

27.

Fans collect autographed jerseys and other sports-related as cherished mementos.

28.

The cozy lighting and elegant decor create a sophisticated in the restaurant.

29.

The company's sustainability aim to reduce carbon emissions and waste production.

30.

After hours of negotiation the two sides reached an with no resolution in sight.

Answer

Multiple Choice: 1. C. Transformative 2. B. Legislation 3. C. Disruptions 4. B. Ambiance 5. C. Corporate 6. D.
Surge

Page 5

www.esl-news.com




ESL-NEWS
www.esl-news.com

7. C. Integrity 8. B. Compelling 9. C. Unparalleled 10. B. Revitalizing

Gap-Fill: 11. Interconnectedness 12. mandating 13. negotiations 14. safeguard 15. activating 16. acquisition
17. initiatives 18. compelling 19. repercussions 20. controversial

Matching sentence: 1. immersive 2. influencer 3. collectible 4. arbitration 5. integrative 6. patient-centric

7. memorabilia 8. ambiance 9. initiatives 10. impasse
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