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When fake news spreads during disasters, like recent fires in Los Angeles, it raises concerns. Social media
can be a source of misinformation. Mark Zuckerberg, from Meta, wanted to improve fact-checking after the
Capitol riots. He suggested a new system of community notes where users, not experts, check facts. Some
experts doubt this approach and prefer professional fact-checkers. But community notes can be helpful if
used alongside experts. They rely on volunteers to verify information and can be effective in catching false
claims. Despite the debate, the key is to find a balance between user input and professional oversight when
combating fake news.

Birdwatching

Inspired by Wikipedia, community notes involve unpaid contributors correcting misinformation online. This
system allows more fact checks to be done quickly by a large pool of volunteers. While some doubt its
effectiveness compared to expert fact-checkers, community notes can play a role in tackling fake news.

Checking the fact checkers

Mark Zuckerberg has criticized fact checkers for being biased. Some argue that fact checking can lead to
censorship, while others believe it is necessary to combat harmful misinformation. Finding a balance
between user input and professional fact-checking is crucial in maintaining trust and accuracy online.

Trust in the algorithm

Community notes use algorithms to make sure corrections are helpful to a broad audience. While this can
be effective, more work is needed to ensure accurate information is shared widely. Balancing user input
with algorithmic selection is essential in building trust online.

‘More bad stuff’

Despite changes to fact-checking, platforms like Meta still remove harmful content daily. Balancing free
speech with preventing misinformation remains a challenge. Finding the right approach to tackling fake
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news is crucial in maintaining a healthy online environment.
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