
Cats Display Grief for Deceased Pets – Study Reveals Interactions

Description

The perception of cats as aloof, independent, and unpredictable creatures in terms of their affections has
long been ingrained in popular belief. However, recent research indicates that cats indeed exhibit signs of
grieving following the passing of another pet in the household, including the family dog. The findings
challenge the common notion that cats are inherently antisocial beings and suggest that the emotional
experience of loss may be universal.

According to a study conducted by Oakland University in the US, grieving cats displayed various behaviors
such as difficulty sleeping, loss of appetite, increased vocalization, heightened neediness towards
caregivers, withdrawal from favorite activities, and seeking attention from humans and other pets. This
psychological response to loss was observed regardless of whether the deceased companion was a cat or a
dog.

While mourning is well-documented in various animal species like elephants, dolphins, and chimpanzees,
the display of bereavement in cats is less apparent due to their perceived solitary nature. The research also
highlighted that the impact of the loss on the surviving cat was more profound the longer they cohabited
with the deceased pet. Interestingly, the study found that the relationship dynamics between the surviving
and deceased animals influenced the manifestation of grief-like behaviors.

Despite the evidence supporting the idea of cats experiencing grief, the researchers also considered the
possibility of owners projecting their own emotional distress onto their pets. Caregivers who reported higher
levels of grief tended to notice changes in their surviving cats' behaviors post-loss.

In essence, this study sheds light on the emotional complexity of cats and challenges misconceptions about
their social nature, emphasizing the need for further exploration into feline psychology and behavior
following the loss of a companion.

Vocabulary List:

1. Perception /pərˈsɛpʃən/ (noun): The ability to see hear or become aware of something through the senses.
2. Grieving /ˈɡriːvɪŋ/ (verb): To experience deep sorrow especially due to the loss of someone or something.
3. Behavior /bɪˈheɪvjər/ (noun): The way in which one acts or conducts oneself especially towards others.
4. Antisocial /ˌæn.tiˈsoʊ.ʃəl/ (adjective): Avoiding the company of others; not social.
5. Manifestation /ˌmænɪfɛˈsteɪʃən/ (noun): An event action or object that clearly shows or embodies something.
6. Complexity /kəmˈplɛksɪti/ (noun): The state of being intricate or complicated.
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Comprehension Questions

Multiple Choice

1. According to recent research what challenge does it pose to the common notion about cats? 
    Option: They are inherently social beings
    Option: They do not experience grief
    Option: They are unpredictable in their affections
    Option: They only grieve for other cats

2. What behaviors did grieving cats exhibit according to the study? 
    Option: Increased aggression
    Option: Loss of appetite
    Option: Decreased vocalization
    Option: Avoidance of humans

3. Which of the following animal species is NOT mentioned as displaying mourning behavior? 
    Option: Elephants
    Option: Dolphins
    Option: Cats
    Option: Chimpanzees

4. What relationship dynamics between animals influenced the manifestation of grief-like behaviors? 
    Option: Length of time cohabiting
    Option: Age difference
    Option: Number of surviving pets
    Option: Breed

5. What did the study suggest about owners projecting their emotions onto their cats? 
    Option: It was irrelevant to the study
    Option: It influenced the cats' grief behavior
    Option: It had no impact on the cats
    Option: It made the cats more independent

6. What does the study emphasize about cats' social nature? 
    Option: They are antisocial beings
    Option: They do not seek attention from humans
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    Option: They are universally social
    Option: Misconceptions exist

Answer
Multiple Choice: 1. They do not experience grief 2. Loss of appetite 3. Cats 4. Length of time cohabiting
5. It influenced the cats' grief behavior 6. Misconceptions exist

Vocabulary quizzes

Multiple Choice  ( Select the Correct answer for each question. ) 

1. Which term describes something innovative and pioneering? 
    Option: Reserves
    Option: Groundbreaking
    Option: Exclusivity
    Option: Opulent

2. Which word suggests a significant change or impact? 
    Option: Compelling
    Option: Transformative
    Option: Prestigious
    Option: Seclusion

3. What term is associated with the sky or heavens? 
    Option: Scarcity
    Option: Celestial
    Option: Manifestation
    Option: Intrigued

4. Which term refers to something complex and refined? 
    Option: Catastrophic
    Option: Sophisticated
    Option: Observation
    Option: Complexity

5. Which term means the quality of being attractive or fascinating? 
    Option: Opulent
    Option: Allure
    Option: Seclusion
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    Option: Illumination

6. What term is used to describe something suggested or theorized? 
    Option: Significant
    Option: Hypothesized
    Option: Twilight
    Option: Conjunction

7. Which word relates to the actions or conduct of individuals or organisms? 
    Option: Behavior
    Option: Antisocial
    Option: Illumination
    Option: Twilight

8. What term signifies the action of supplying light or brightening something? 
    Option: Exclusivity
    Option: Scarcity
    Option: Illumination
    Option: Intrigued

9. Which term refers to supplies or resources kept for future use or requirements? 
    Option: Compelling
    Option: Reserves
    Option: Redifining
    Option: Opulent

10. What term indicates something involving or causing a disastrous event? 
    Option: Catstrophic
    Option: Prestigious
    Option: Exclusivity
    Option: Seclusion

Gap-Fill  ( Fill in the blanks with the correct word from the vocabulary list. ) 

11. The luxury brand maintained an air of  limiting access to its products to a 

select few. 

12. The creatures of the forest emerged at  as day turned into night. 

13. The sudden storm was a clear  of the power of nature. 
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14. The  of the issue required a team of experts to unravel its intricacies. 

15. The artist sought  in a remote cabin to find inspiration for their next 

masterpiece. 

16. The scientist conducted careful  of the behavior of the birds in their natural 

habitat. 

17. The Northern Lights are a natural  that captivates all who witness them. 

18. The innovative technology was  the way people interacted with each other. 

19. The discovery of the ancient ruins was a  moment in archaeological history. 

20. The widow was still  the loss of her husband finding it hard to move on. 

Matching Sentences  ( Match each definition to the correct word from the vocabulary list. ) 

21. The palace was decorated in a grand and lavish style befitting its royal inhabitants.

22. During the drought there was a of fresh water causing hardship for the villagers.

23. The mysterious phone call left her wondering who could be on the other end.

24. The alignment of the planets in was a rare astronomical event.

25. The of the path with lanterns made the garden look magical at night.

26. The moon shone brightly in the clear night sky.

27. The of the political situation required careful analysis to understand.

28. Scientific of the stars led to groundbreaking discoveries in astronomy.

29. The new educational program had a impact on student performance.

30. Winning the award was a achievement for the young actress.
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Answer
Multiple Choice: 1. Groundbreaking 2. Transformative 3. Celestial 4. Sophisticated 5. Allure 6. Hypothesized
7. Behavior 8. Illumination 9. Reserves 10. Catstrophic
Gap-Fill: 11. exclusivity 12. twilight 13. manifestation 14. complexity 15. seclusion 16. observation
17. phenomenon 18. redefining 19. significant 20. grieving
Matching sentence: 1. opulent 2. scarcity 3. intrigued 4. conjunction 5. illumination 6. crescent 7. complexity
8. observation 9. transformative 10. prestigious
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