
Celebrating 20 Years of Half-Life 2: New Steam Workshop Features and
Dev Insights

Description

Half-Life 2 has recently celebrated its 20th anniversary, and in honor of this milestone, Valve has released
an update for their iconic first-person shooter. The update includes several noteworthy features: developer
commentary has been recorded, Steam Workshop support has been introduced, the Episodes One and Two
expansions are now included, and a variety of bug fixes and new graphical options have been implemented.

If you seize the opportunity before the weekend concludes (November 18th at 6 PM GMT), you can claim it
for free on Steam and keep it forever.

While Episodes One and Two already featured developer commentary, Half-Life 2 had not, until now. This
update provides three and a half hours of insightful commentary from the original team, who reflect on the
complexities and challenges faced during the game's development.

The story of Half-Life 2's creation is nothing short of fascinating. Valve even collaborated with Secret Tape
to produce a two-hour documentary detailing this journey. You can catch it here:

Half-Life 2's 20th anniversary documentary: Watch on YouTube

Despite being late to the party, the addition of Steam Workshop support is a welcome development,
especially for a game that once boasted a vibrant modding community. The Workshop is already buzzing
with new content.

The comprehensive list of fixes and enhancements is extensive. Notable changes include improved support
for ultrawide monitors, expanded spawn points in multiplayer maps, and increased flexibility for modders
working with BSP files.

Following this trend, Valve made similar updates for Half-Life's 25th anniversary last year. Looking ahead, I
eagerly anticipate the 20th anniversary of Day Of Defeat: Source next year, along with the accompanying
documentary.
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YCjNT9qGjh4
https://store.steampowered.com/news/app/220/view/6633333780228604001


Vocabulary List:

1. Milestone /ˈmaɪl.stoʊn/ (noun): An important event or point in time.
2. Implement /ˈɪmplɪˌmɛnt/ (verb): To put something into effect or action.
3. Commentary /ˈkɒmənˌtɛri/ (noun): A set of comments or explanations regarding an event or work.
4. Insights /ˈɪn.saɪts/ (noun): Deep understanding or accurate perception of a situation.
5. Enhancements /ɪnˈhænsmənts/ (noun): Improvements or upgrades made to something.
6. Collaboration /kəˌlæbəˈreɪʃən/ (noun): The action of working with someone to produce or create something.

Comprehension Questions

Multiple Choice

1. What milestone did Half-Life 2 recently celebrate? 
    Option: 15th anniversary
    Option: 20th anniversary
    Option: 25th anniversary
    Option: 30th anniversary

2. What feature was introduced in the recent update for Half-Life 2? 
    Option: New weapons
    Option: Developer commentary
    Option: Virtual reality support
    Option: Battle royale mode

3. What can you claim for free on Steam related to Half-Life 2 before November 18th? 
    Option: Game soundtrack
    Option: Artbook
    Option: Update
    Option: Season pass

4. What is one of the notable changes included in the recent update for Half-Life 2? 
    Option: Improved support for ultrawide monitors
    Option: Enhanced sound effects
    Option: More aggressive enemies
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    Option: Reduced level difficulty

5. What did Valve collaborate with to produce a documentary about Half-Life 2? 
    Option: Netflix
    Option: Secret Tape
    Option: HBO
    Option: Discovery Channel

6. What upcoming anniversary is the author anticipating according to the text? 
    Option: 15th anniversary of Half-Life
    Option: 20th anniversary of Day Of Defeat: Source
    Option: 10th anniversary of Portal
    Option: 25th anniversary of Half-Life

True-False

7. Valve released an update for Half-Life 2 in honor of its 20th anniversary. 

8. Episodes One and Two of Half-Life 2 already featured developer commentary. 

9. The Workshop support for Half-Life 2 is not mentioned in the text. 

10. The recent update for Half-Life 2 includes only minor bug fixes. 

11. The comprehensive list of fixes and enhancements is briefly mentioned in the text. 

12. Valve plans to release a documentary for the 20th anniversary of Portal next year. 

Gap-Fill

13. Valve made similar updates for Half-Life's  anniversary last year. 

14. The recent update for Half-Life 2 includes  support for ultrawide monitors. 

15. Episodes One and Two of Half-Life 2 featured developer commentary, but Half-Life 2 had not, until now, 

with a total of  hours of insightful commentary. 

16. Valve collaborated with  to produce a two-hour documentary detailing the 
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creation of Half-Life 2. 

17. The Workshop for Half-Life 2 is buzzing with  content. 

18. Valve eagerly anticipates the  anniversary of Day Of Defeat: Source next year. 

Answer
Multiple Choice: 1. 20th anniversary 2. Developer commentary 3. Update 4. Improved support for ultrawide 
monitors 5. Secret Tape 6. 20th anniversary of Day Of Defeat: Source
True-False: 7. True 8. True 9. False 10. False 11. False 12. False
Gap-Fill: 13. 25th 14. improved 15. three and a half 16. Secret Tape 17. new 18. 20th

Vocabulary quizzes

Multiple Choice  ( Select the Correct answer for each question. ) 

1. What does the word "elucidate" mean? 
    Option: To make clear or explain
    Option: To build a fort
    Option: To speed up
    Option: To collaborate

2. What is the meaning of "accelerated"? 
    Option: To slow down
    Option: To enhance
    Option: To begin
    Option: To speed up

3. What does "exclusively" mean? 
    Option: Commonly
    Option: Shared
    Option: Only
    Option: Retailed

4. What is the significance of a "milestone"? 
    Option: An obstacle
    Option: A point of completion or achievement
    Option: An enhancement

ESL-NEWS
www.esl-news.com

ESL-NEWS.COM

Page 4
www.esl-news.com



    Option: A discount

5. What does "vulnerability" refer to? 
    Option: Strength
    Option: Security
    Option: Weakness
    Option: Isolation

6. What is meant by "spoofing"? 
    Option: Authenticating
    Option: Creating a counterfeit
    Option: Enhancing
    Option: Collaborating

7. What is the purpose of "detection"? 
    Option: To cover up
    Option: To prevent
    Option: To find or discover
    Option: To retail

8. What does it mean to "facilitate"? 
    Option: To hinder
    Option: To make easier
    Option: To begin
    Option: To exchange

9. What is implied by "anticipated"? 
    Option: Surprised
    Option: Predicted or expected
    Option: Unveiled
    Option: Curated

10. What does "subscription" refer to? 
    Option: Discount
    Option: Retail
    Option: Exchange
    Option: Enrollment in a service for regular supply

Gap-Fill  ( Fill in the blanks with the correct word from the vocabulary list. ) 

11. Proper nutrition is essential to  the body against diseases. 
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12. The project will be  next week. 

13. The athlete faced a  opponent in the final match. 

14. The company plans to  new strategies to increase productivity. 

15. The software update includes several  to improve user experience. 

16. Successful projects often require effective  among team members. 

17. The designer's limited edition collection became  by fashion enthusiasts. 

18. The company plans to launch its new product line through  stores. 

19. Global trade involves the  of goods and services between countries. 

20. The museum director  a special exhibition featuring local artists. 

Matching Sentences  ( Match each definition to the correct word from the vocabulary list. ) 

21. The sports channel provided insightful on the recent match.

22. Market research offers valuable into consumer behavior.

23. The team achieved success through effective and communication.

24. To the risk of cyber attacks companies invest in robust security measures.

25. The company its latest product at the technology expo.

26. The software update introduced several user experience .

27. The new software aims to seamless communication among team members.

28. Many movie fans the release of the highly-anticipated sequel.

29. Individuals with contagious diseases may require to prevent spread.

30. Customers can enjoy a special on selected items during the promotion.
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Answer
Multiple Choice: 1. To make clear or explain 2. To speed up 3. Only 4. A point of completion or achievement
5. Weakness 6. Creating a counterfeit 7. To find or discover 8. To make easier 9. Predicted or expected
10. Enrollment in a service for regular supply
Gap-Fill: 11. fortify 12. commencing 13. formidable 14. implement 15. enhancements 16. collaboration
17. sought-after 18. retail 19. exchange 20. curated
Matching sentence: 1. commentary 2. insights 3. collaboration 4. mitigate 5. unveiled 6. enhancements
7. facilitate 8. anticipated 9. isolation 10. discount

CATEGORY

1. Sci/Tech - LEVEL4

Date Created
2024/11/17
Author
aimeeyoung99

ESL-NEWS
www.esl-news.com

ESL-NEWS.COM

Page 7
www.esl-news.com


