
Celebrating 20 Years of Pride and Prejudice: Joe Wright’s Creative
Inspirations

Description

In the 2005 film adaptation of “Pride and Prejudice,” the pivotal romance between Elizabeth Bennet and Mr.
Darcy begins to unfold against the backdrop of a lively ball—a raucous scene brimming with unrestrained
dancing and hushed conversations among guests. This moment is particularly beloved by director Joe
Wright, who recently revisited his debut film, which Focus Features is re-releasing this weekend to
commemorate its 20th anniversary. Wright expresses pride in the communal dance scene, noting its vitality,
energy, and joyful chaos.

This sequence introduces Elizabeth, portrayed by Keira Knightley, who first catches sight of Mr. Darcy
(Matthew Macfadyen), referred to as “the person with the quizzical brow.” Notably, she overhears him
disparaging her looks, a moment that underscores her quick wit and sets the stage for their subsequent
exchanges.

The exuberance captured in the ballroom encapsulates the film’s overall tone, as Wright intended to evoke
the spirited essence of youthful romance while acknowledging the inherent messiness of life. This is evident
in the laughter shared by the Bennet sisters, each perfectly cast to convey a sense of familial unity. Rather
than seeking visual uniformity, Wright opted to cultivate a collective laugh during rehearsals, fostering an
authentic bond among the actresses.

Moreover, the production team, including production designer Sarah Greenwood, aimed to create an
environment that exuded realism and authenticity. The Bennet household is portrayed as bustling, chaotic,
and far from immaculate—effectively illustrating the family's modest means in contrast to the wealth of
characters like Darcy. This creative choice imbues the setting with a sense of lived-in comfort, reflecting the
socio-economic realities of the period, allowing audiences to appreciate the depth and texture of Austen’s
narrative.

Vocabulary List:

1. Pivotal /ˈpɪv.ə.təl/ (adjective): Of crucial importance in relation to the development or success of something.
2. Exuberance /ɪɡˈzjuː.bər.əns/ (noun): The quality of being full of energy excitement and cheerfulness.
3. Authenticity /ɔːˌθenˈtɪs.ɪ.ti/ (noun): The quality of being genuine or real.
4. Disparaging /dɪsˈpær.ɪdʒ.ɪŋ/ (adjective): Expressing the opinion that something is of little worth; derogatory.
5. Immature /ˌɪm.əˈtjʊər/ (adjective): Not fully developed; childish or juvenile.
6. Socio-economic /ˌsəʊ.ʃi.oʊˌiː.kɒn.ə.mɪk/ (adjective): Related to or concerned with the interaction of social and 

economic factors.
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Comprehension Questions

Multiple Choice

1. Who directed the 2005 film adaptation of “Pride and Prejudice”? 
    Option: Joe Wright
    Option: Steven Spielberg
    Option: Christopher Nolan
    Option: Quentin Tarantino

2. Who portrayed Elizabeth Bennet in the 2005 film adaptation of “Pride and Prejudice”? 
    Option: Keira Knightley
    Option: Natalie Portman
    Option: Emma Watson
    Option: Jennifer Lawrence

3. In the film, who is referred to as “the person with the quizzical brow”? 
    Option: Mr. Darcy
    Option: Mr. Bingley
    Option: Mr. Wickham
    Option: Mr. Collins

4. What does Elizabeth overhear Mr. Darcy saying about her looks? 
    Option: Disparaging remarks
    Option: Complimentary comments
    Option: No opinion expressed
    Option: Sarcastic humor

5. Which character is known for their quick wit in the film? 
    Option: Elizabeth Bennet
    Option: Mr. Darcy
    Option: Jane Bennet
    Option: Mrs. Bennet

6. What is the setting for the pivotal romance between Elizabeth Bennet and Mr. Darcy? 
    Option: A lively ball
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    Option: A serene garden
    Option: A formal dinner
    Option: A quiet library

True-False

7. The director of the film adaptation of “Pride and Prejudice” revisited his debut film for its 20th 
anniversary. 

8. The portrayal of the Bennet household in the film is immaculate and organized. 

9. The laughter shared by the Bennet sisters in the film is intended to show familial unity. 

10. The production designer for the film is named Sarah Greenwood. 

11. Wright aimed to evoke the essence of youthful romance in the film. 

12. The environment created by the production team is intended to exude realism and authenticity. 

Gap-Fill

14. The director of the film adaptation aimed to cultivate a collective laugh during rehearsals, fostering an 

authentic bond among the . 

15. The film adaptation of “Pride and Prejudice” was released in . 

16. The pivotal romance in the film begins to unfold against the backdrop of a lively 

. 

17. The production designer for the film is named  Greenwood. 

18. The director of the film adaptation revisited his debut film for its  anniversary. 

Answer
Multiple Choice: 1. Joe Wright 2. Keira Knightley 3. Mr. Darcy 4. Disparaging remarks 5. Elizabeth Bennet
6. A lively ball
True-False: 7. True
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8. False 9. True 10. True 11. True 12. True
Gap-Fill: 14. actresses 15. 2005 16. ball 17. Sarah 18. 20th

Vocabulary quizzes

Multiple Choice  ( Select the Correct answer for each question. ) 

1. Which word describes the quality of being thankful or appreciative? 
    Option: Heritage
    Option: Gratitude
    Option: Exuberance
    Option: Revitalization

2. Which term refers to something inherited from the past? 
    Option: Demographics
    Option: Heritage
    Option: Pivotal
    Option: Authenticity

3. What word best describes the quality of being full of energy excitement and cheerfulness? 
    Option: Illustrious
    Option: Exuberance
    Option: Adept
    Option: Infatuation

4. Which term refers to the quality of being genuine or real? 
    Option: Socio-economic
    Option: Vitriol
    Option: Authenticity
    Option: Indulgent

5. What word signifies something transmitted or received from an ancestor or predecessor? 
    Option: Precarious
    Option: Revocation
    Option: Legacy
    Option: Contended

Gap-Fill  ( Fill in the blanks with the correct word from the vocabulary list. ) 
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6.  are statistical data relating to the population and groups within it. 

7. The city's plan to  the downtown area brought new life and energy to the 

community. 

8. The success of the project hinged on the  support of the board members. 

9. The tailor specialized in creating  suits tailored to each client's unique 

preferences. 

10. The university honored the  professor for her outstanding contributions to the 

field of physics. 

Matching Sentences  ( Match each definition to the correct word from the vocabulary list. ) 

11. It is important to the hard work and dedication of the team members.

12. The two companies had approaches to solving the same problem.

13. Her speech was filled with criticism towards her opponents.

14. His with vintage cars led him to start a classic car restoration business.

15. The discovery of a new species of plant was a achievement for the botanist.

Answer
Multiple Choice: 1. Gratitude 2. Heritage 3. Exuberance 4. Authenticity 5. Legacy
Gap-Fill: 6. Demographics 7. Revitalize 8. Pivotal 9. Bespoke 10. Illustrious
Matching sentence: 1. Acknowledge 2. Disparate 3. Vitriol 4. Infatuation 5. Significant
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