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Chimps Perform Better with Audience in Tough Tasks
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Chimpanzees at a research institute in Japan were tested on number tasks with different levels of difficulty.
When humans watched, the chimps' performance changed.

In the first task, the chimps had to touch numbers in order to get a reward. In the second task, they had to
press numbers from smallest to largest. The hardest task required them to remember the location of hidden
numbers.

Over six years, the chimps did these tasks with varying audience sizes. Surprisingly, they did better with
more humans watching, especially on the hardest task.

The researchers were shocked by this finding. They suggest that the audience effect might have evolved in
chimpanzees before humans. This effect could be related to the chimps' personalities.

Further studies could explore how chimpanzees interact in natural social settings. Overall, this research
shows how chimpanzees can be influenced by an audience, just like humans.

Vocabulary List:

Chimpanzees /'fim.paen.zi:z/ (noun): A species of great ape native to the forests and savannas of tropical Africa.
Performance /par'fao:r.mans/ (noun): The act of performing a task or function.

Reward /ri'wo:rd/ (noun): Something given in recognition of service effort or achievement.

Difficulty /'dif.1.kal.ti/ (noun): The state or condition of being hard to do deal with or understand.

Surprisingly /ser'prai.zin.li/ (adverb): In a manner that causes amazement or astonishment.
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Interaction /,1n.ta'raek.fan/ (noun): The action or influence of people things or events on each other.
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