
China Focuses on Chatbot Relationships Amid Population Crisis

Description

China is making new rules about AI chatbots. This is because the country has a shrinking population and
very low birth rates.

The new rules started on Wednesday. They say chatbots cannot encourage emotional dependence. They
cannot form romantic or family-like relationships with young users. If a user is in danger, companies must
contact a guardian or an emergency contact.

Many companies, like Alibaba and ByteDance, have already changed their chatbot features. They must now
follow these new rules.

Beijing is worried that AI chatbots might stop people from making real-life relationships. Officials also fear
that this could lead to social problems like addiction. They want people to focus on real connections instead.

The new rules require chatbots to pass a government review before users can access them. The
government can also shut down chatbots they think are unsafe. China’s rules are stronger than those in
California and New York. These states only require chatbots to remind users they are not human.

Vocabulary List:

1. shrinking //ˈʃrɪŋkɪŋ// (adjective): becoming smaller in number or size
2. encourage //ɪnˈkɝrɪdʒ// (verb): to give support or confidence to someone
3. dependence //dɪˈpɛndəns// (noun): needing someone or something all the time
4. guardian //ˈɡɑrdiən// (noun): person who protects or cares for someone
5. review //rɪˈvjuː// (noun): an official check to see if something is okay
6. unsafe //ʌnˈseɪf// (adjective): not safe; likely to cause harm or danger

Comprehension Questions

Multiple Choice

1. Why is China implementing new rules regarding AI chatbots? 
    Option: To increase the birth rate
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    Option: To reduce population growth
    Option: To encourage social connections
    Option: Due to a shrinking population and low birth rates

2. What must chatbots not do according to the new rules? 
    Option: Encourage educational content
    Option: Help users in emergencies
    Option: Encourage emotional dependence
    Option: Form user groups

3. Which companies have already modified their chatbot features to comply with the new rules? 
    Option: Amazon and Google
    Option: Alibaba and ByteDance
    Option: Microsoft and Apple
    Option: Facebook and Twitter

4. What concern do officials in Beijing have regarding AI chatbots? 
    Option: They may enhance communication
    Option: They might stop people from making real-life relationships
    Option: They will boost the economy
    Option: They could increase birth rates

5. What do the new rules require chatbots to pass? 
    Option: A technical assessment
    Option: A public opinion survey
    Option: A government review
    Option: An ethical approval

6. How do China's rules about AI chatbots compare to those in California and New York? 
    Option: Stronger
    Option: Weaker
    Option: Identical
    Option: Nonexistent

True-False

7. The new rules started on Monday. 
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8. Chatbots in China can form romantic relationships with users. 

9. Beijing officials are worried about potential social problems caused by AI chatbots. 

10. Chatbots must contact a guardian if a user is in danger. 

11. The government in China has no authority to shut down chatbots. 

12. California and New York have stricter regulations on chatbots than China. 

Gap-Fill

13. China is making new rules about AI chatbots due to a shrinking population and very low birth 

 . 

14. The new rules state that chatbots cannot encourage emotional  . 

15. Companies like Alibaba and ByteDance must follow the new  regarding 

chatbots. 

16. Officials are concerned that AI chatbots may lead to social problems like  . 

17. Chatbots must pass a government  before being accessible to users. 

18. China's rules are  than those in California and New York. 

Answer
Multiple Choice: 1. Due to a shrinking population and low birth rates 2. Encourage emotional dependence
3. Alibaba and ByteDance 4. They might stop people from making real-life relationships 5. A government 
review 6. Stronger
True-False: 7. False 8. False 9. True 10. True 11. False 12. False
Gap-Fill: 13. rates 14. dependence 15. rules 16. addiction 17. review 18. stronger

Vocabulary quizzes
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Multiple Choice  ( Select the Correct answer for each question. ) 

1. What term describes a situation where someone relies heavily on another for support? 
    Option: Independence
    Option: Dependence
    Option: Self-sufficiency
    Option: Autonomy

2. What is the term for the amount of a good or service available to consumers? 
    Option: Demand
    Option: Supply
    Option: Equilibrium
    Option: Market

3. What term refers to a group of companies or businesses that produce similar products? 
    Option: Sector
    Option: Field
    Option: Industry
    Option: Domain

4. What word describes the capability of something to develop in the future? 
    Option: Limit
    Option: Possibility
    Option: Potential
    Option: Capacity

5. What do we call individuals with extensive knowledge and skills in a specific area? 
    Option: Novices
    Option: Amateurs
    Option: Experts
    Option: Laypersons

6. Who is responsible for protecting and supervising someone, usually a minor? 
    Option: Parent
    Option: Guardian
    Option: Friend
    Option: Neighbor

7. What term describes a situation that poses a risk or danger? 
    Option: Safe
    Option: Risky
    Option: Unsafe
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    Option: Secure

8. What is the process of examining and assessing something called? 
    Option: Critique
    Option: Review
    Option: Analysis
    Option: Survey

9. What term represents the money that an individual or company makes? 
    Option: Outflow
    Option: Expenditure
    Option: Loss
    Option: Earnings

10. What term describes the act of putting money into something for profit? 
    Option: Withdrawal
    Option: Investment
    Option: Expense
    Option: Cost

Gap-Fill  ( Fill in the blanks with the correct word from the vocabulary list. ) 

11. Choking can occur when a person's airway is obstructed, leading to . 

12. The doctors identified several blockages in the patient's arteries that needed . 

13. Human memory is susceptible to forgetfulness and may require . 

14. A replacement part was needed to restore the device to its . 

15. The natural disaster caused widespread destruction, leaving many areas . 

16. Data privacy is crucial, especially when sensitive information is . 

17. The increase in demand for electric vehicles has driven . 

18. The resources available for the project were limited, which necessitated careful 

. 

19. Reaching an agreement requires compromise from all . 
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20. Losing a significant amount of work can be highly . 

Matching Sentences  ( Match each definition to the correct word from the vocabulary list. ) 

21. Choking is a serious condition that requires immediate intervention.

22. Blockages in blood vessels can lead to severe health issues.

23. Memory plays a vital role in our ability to learn and recall information.

24. Replacement parts for machinery help maintain efficiency and productivity.

25. The destruction caused by the fire left many families without homes.

26. Private information should always be safeguarded to protect personal privacy.

27. The demand for renewable energy sources is rising rapidly worldwide.

28. Limited resources often lead to increased competition among companies.

29. An agreement between the two parties was reached after long negotiations.

30. Losing a game is disappointing, but it can also be a learning experience.

Answer
Multiple Choice: 1. Dependence 2. Supply 3. Industry 4. Potential 5. Experts 6. Guardian 7. Unsafe 8. Review
9. Earnings 10. Investment
Gap-Fill: 11. suffocation 12. treatment 13. reinforcement 14. original condition 15. devastated 16. involved
17. innovation 18. planning 19. parties 20. frustrating
Matching sentence: 1. choking 2. blockages 3. memory 4. replacement 5. destruction 6. private 7. demand
8. limited 9. agreement 10. losing
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