
Chinese Car Brands Gain Popularity in the UK

Description

Izzy Woodrow, a recent buyer, has become part of a growing trend among Brits who are purchasing Chinese-
made vehicles. Woodrow enjoys his car for its comfort, quietness, and advanced technology. He bought his
vehicle from Lipscomb Cars, a Geely dealership in Maidstone, England, which opened last year.

Sales of Chinese vehicles in the UK have dramatically increased. In 2015, only 384 Chinese cars were sold,
but this figure rose to 25,302 by 2020 and surpassed 285,000 last year. Lipscomb Cars, despite selling only
two Geely models, has attracted customers seeking value for their money. Chris Smith, a customer,
highlighted the affordability and features offered compared to more expensive brands.

Analyst Will Roberts from Benchmark noted that Chinese vehicles, such as those from BYD, are now a
common sight in the UK. He recalls a significant moment when he first saw a BYD car in London, which
marked the beginning of their acceptance.

China’s automotive exports have grown significantly, particularly as domestic sales declined. The first half
of 2026 saw retail sales drop by 26%, while exports rose by 72%. The UK’s lack of additional tariffs on plug-
in hybrid electric vehicles contrasts with the EU, creating more opportunities for Chinese automakers.

These vehicles are often thousands of pounds cheaper than similar models from established manufacturers.
Jon McNeill, a former General Motors board member, acknowledged that Chinese cars offer competitive
pricing and advanced technology. Dealer John Panda-Noah affirmed that while buyers may be drawn in by
the price, they are impressed by the quality and design of the vehicles.

Vocabulary List:

1. trend //trɛnd// (noun): a general change in what people do
2. dealership //ˈdiːlərˌʃɪp// (noun): shop that sells and services cars
3. exports //ˈɛkspɔrts// (noun): goods sent to other countries to be sold
4. tariffs //ˈtærɪfs// (noun): taxes added to goods from other countries
5. affordability //əˌfɔrdəˈbɪləti// (noun): how easy it is for people to buy
6. competitive //kəmˈpɛtətɪv// (adjective): offering good value compared with others
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Multiple Choice

1. What year did Izzy Woodrow purchase his vehicle? 
    Option: 2020
    Option: 2021
    Option: 2022
    Option: 2023

2. How many Chinese cars were sold in the UK in 2015? 
    Option: 2500
    Option: 384
    Option: 5000
    Option: 10000

3. What is the name of the dealership where Izzy Woodrow bought his vehicle? 
    Option: Maidstone Motors
    Option: Lipscomb Cars
    Option: Geely Cars
    Option: Auto World

4. How many Geely models does Lipscomb Cars sell? 
    Option: One
    Option: Two
    Option: Three
    Option: Four

5. Which analyst noted the growing presence of Chinese vehicles in the UK? 
    Option: Chris Smith
    Option: Will Roberts
    Option: John Panda-Noah
    Option: Jon McNeill

6. What percentage did China's automotive exports rise by in the first half of 2026? 
    Option: 26%
    Option: 50%
    Option: 72%
    Option: 90%
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True-False

7. Izzy Woodrow enjoys his car for its loudness and basic technology. 

8. Sales of Chinese vehicles in the UK surpassed 285,000 last year. 

9. Chris Smith believes that Chinese cars are expensive compared to other brands. 

10. The UK imposes additional tariffs on plug-in hybrid electric vehicles. 

11. Jon McNeill is a former board member of Ford. 

12. Lipscomb Cars is located in Maidstone, England. 

Gap-Fill

13. Izzy Woodrow is part of a growing trend among Brits purchasing  vehicles. 

14. Sales of Chinese cars in the UK rose from 384 in 2015 to  by 2020. 

15. The first half of 2026 saw retail sales drop by %, while exports rose 

significantly. 

16. Chinese vehicles are often thousands of pounds cheaper than similar models from 

 manufacturers. 

17. Jon McNeill acknowledged that Chinese cars offer competitive pricing and 

technology. 

18. Analyst Will Roberts recalled the first time he saw a BYD car in . 

Answer
Multiple Choice: 1. 2022 2. 384 3. Lipscomb Cars 4. Two 5. Will Roberts 6. 72%
True-False: 7. False 8. True 9. False 10. False 11. False 12. True
Gap-Fill: 13. Chinese-made 14. 25,302 15. 26 16. established 17. advanced 18. London
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