
Chris Anne Affleck, Mother of Actors Ben and Casey, Dies at 83

Description

Christopher Anne Affleck, the mother of actors Ben and Casey Affleck, passed away in June at the age of 83
after a long illness. Her family shared this news on July 23.

Affleck, a civil rights activist and teacher, was diagnosed with terminal cancer in December 2025 and given
six months to live, according to her obituary in The Boston Globe. She achieved one of her biggest goals just
before her death: attending her grandson's high school graduation on May 31, 2026. Sadly, she died
peacefully in her sleep two days later.

Born in New York City in 1942, Affleck worked as a public school teacher in Massachusetts for 35 years. Her
family praised her ability to treat all students equally, regardless of their backgrounds. Affleck graduated
from Harvard and was deeply involved in civil rights movements, including teaching literacy during Freedom
Summer in 1964.

She was also a key figure in her grandchildren's lives, encouraging them to question authority and learn
about social justice. After retiring in 2008, Affleck continued her advocacy, working on various causes,
including the Barack Obama campaign and organizing for water justice in Palestine.

Even after her diagnosis, she remained active in her efforts for social change, illustrating her lifelong
commitment to helping others.

Vocabulary List:

1. diagnosed //ˌdaɪəɡˈnoʊzd// (verb): said by doctors what disease someone has
2. terminal //ˈtɝmənəl// (adjective): cannot be cured and will cause death
3. obituary //əˈbɪtʃəˌwɛri// (noun): short newspaper article about a person's death
4. literacy //ˈlɪtərəsi// (noun): ability to read and write basic texts
5. advocacy //ˈædvəkəsi// (noun): helping or supporting a cause or person
6. organizing //ˈɔrɡəˌnaɪzɪŋ// (verb): planning and arranging events or activities

Comprehension Questions

Multiple Choice
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1. What year was Christopher Anne Affleck born? 
    Option: 1940
    Option: 1942
    Option: 1945
    Option: 1950

2. What illness did Christopher Anne Affleck have? 
    Option: Heart disease
    Option: Terminal cancer
    Option: Alzheimer's disease
    Option: Diabetes

3. In what year did Christopher Anne Affleck pass away? 
    Option: 2025
    Option: 2026
    Option: 2027
    Option: 2023

4. How long was Christopher Anne Affleck given to live after her diagnosis? 
    Option: Three months
    Option: Six months
    Option: One year
    Option: Two years

5. Which university did Christopher Anne Affleck graduate from? 
    Option: Yale
    Option: Stanford
    Option: Harvard
    Option: Columbia

6. What significant event did Affleck attend just before her passing? 
    Option: Her birthday celebration
    Option: A family reunion
    Option: Her grandson's high school graduation
    Option: A civil rights conference

True-False
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7. Christopher Anne Affleck passed away at the age of 81. 

8. Affleck worked as a public school teacher for 40 years. 

9. She was involved in civil rights movements during Freedom Summer in 1964. 

10. Affleck remained active in social change efforts even after her diagnosis. 

11. Her family announced her passing on July 23. 

12. Christopher Anne Affleck was diagnosed with cancer in June 2025. 

Gap-Fill

13. Christopher Anne Affleck passed away in June at the age of . 

14. Affleck worked as a public school teacher in  for 35 years. 

15. She achieved one of her biggest goals by attending her grandson's high school graduation on May 31, 

. 

16. Affleck graduated from  University. 

17. She was a key figure in her grandchildren's lives, encouraging them to question 

 and learn about social justice. 

18. After retiring in 2008, she continued her advocacy for various  causes. 

Answer
Multiple Choice: 1. 1942 2. Terminal cancer 3. 2026 4. Six months 5. Harvard 6. Her grandson's high school 
graduation
True-False: 7. False 8. False 9. True 10. True 11. True 12. False
Gap-Fill: 13. 83 14. Massachusetts 15. 2026 16. Harvard 17. authority 18. social
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