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Comedian and ‘Blue Bloods’ Actor Alex Duong Dies at 42
Description

Alex Duong, a Viethamese comedian, has died at the age of 42 after a battle with an aggressive form of
cancer. He passed away on Saturday in Santa Monica following septic shock, as confirmed by his wife on
social media. His death is a significant loss to the comedy community, especially as Duong was on the rise
with his career.

Duong's wife, Christina, remembered him as a devoted husband and father who fought valiantly against his
illness over the past year. She expressed her pain, saying that his suffering was immense, and his strength
inspired those around him. The Comedy Store, where Duong worked, described him as a beloved family
member who brought unmatched energy and dedication to his role.

Born on March 20, 1984, in Dallas, Duong left school to pursue a screenplay deal, which ultimately turned
into a successful stage play. Prior to his diagnosis, he had been preparing to tour with fellow comedian
Ronny Chieng and had notable roles, including a guest appearance on the series "Blue Bloods."

Duong was diagnosed with alveolar rhabdomyosarcoma, a rare soft tissue cancer, shortly after the Palisades
fire affected his home. He initially delayed seeking treatment due to financial limitations but soon received
medical care after his condition worsened. Despite starting chemotherapy and receiving support from
friends and fans through a GoFundMe campaign, Duong accumulated significant medical debt.

A memorial service for Duong is scheduled for April 17 at Hollywood Forever Cemetery, where friends and
family will gather to celebrate his life and contributions to comedy. Christina Duong expressed her
appreciation for the support they received during this challenging time.

Vocabulary List:

aggressive //a'gresiv// (adjective): grows quickly and is hard to stop

septic //'septik// (adjective): caused by a very serious blood infection

diagnosed //'daiag,novzd// (verb): told by doctors that someone has an illness

chemotherapy //,kemouw'Berapi// (noun): strong medical treatment using powerful anti-cancer drugs
debt //det// (noun): money that must be paid back later
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memorial //ma'morial// (adjective): showing respect for someone who has died

Comprehension Questions
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Multiple Choice

1. What age did Alex Duong die?
Option: 38
Option: 40
Option: 42
Option: 45

2. Where did Alex Duong pass away?

Option: Los Angeles
Option: Santa Monica
Option: New York
Option: Dallas

3. What type of cancer was Alex Duong diagnosed with?

Option: Lung cancer

Option: Alveolar rhabdomyosarcoma
Option: Breast cancer

Option: Brain cancer

4. Who did Alex Duong have notable roles with?

Option: Ronny Chieng
Option: Dave Chappelle
Option: Kevin Hart
Option: Tiffany Haddish

5. What significant event affected Duong's home shortly after his diagnosis?

Option: Flood
Option: Earthquake
Option: Palisades fire
Option: Hurricane

6. When is the memorial service for Alex Duong scheduled?

Option: April 10
Option: April 15
Option: April 17
Option: April 20
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True-False

7. Alex Duong's wife is named Christina.

8. Alex Duong was 50 years old when he passed away.

9. The Comedy Store referred to Duong as a beloved family member.

10. Duong delayed seeking treatment because he had enough financial resources.

11. Duong initially pursued a career in acting before comedy.

12. A GoFundMe campaign helped Duong with his medical expenses.

Gap-Fill

13. Alex Duong was born on March 20,

14. Alex Duong fought a form of cancer.

15. The memorial service for Duong will be held at Forever Cemetery.
16. Duong passed away following septic

17. Duong's initial treatment was delayed due to limitations.

18. Christina Duong described her husband as a devoted husband and

Answer

Multiple Choice: 1. 42 2. Santa Monica 3. Alveolar rhabdomyosarcoma 4. Ronny Chieng 5. Palisades fire 6.
April 17

True-False: 7. True 8. False 9. True 10. False 11. False 12. True

Gap-Fill: 13. 1984 14. aggressive 15. Hollywood 16. shock 17. financial 18. father
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