
Creation Lake Book Review: Rachel Kushner’s Climate Fiction
Excellence
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Creation Lake by Rachel Kushner is a thrilling novel that has been nominated for the Booker prize. The story
follows Sadie Smith, an undercover operative sent to France to infiltrate a group of eco-activists called Le
Moulin. As Sadie gets involved in the community, we learn more about her past and the risks she takes.

The novel also includes emails from a man named Bruno Lacombe, who talks about Neanderthals and
human history. Sadie becomes intrigued by Bruno's messages, and their relationship becomes a central
focus of the book.

The book's structure and storytelling keep readers engaged, as we follow Sadie's mission while learning
about her background. As the plot unfolds, we are left wondering about Sadie's true nature and the choices
she makes.

If you enjoy environmental fiction, you might also like The Ministry for the Future by Kim Stanley Robinson,
which presents a compelling scenario about climate change.

Vocabulary List:

1. Operative /ˈɒp.ər.ə.tɪv/ (noun): A person who is skilled in a particular field or profession.
2. Infiltrate /ˈɪn.fɪl.treɪt/ (verb): To secretly enter or gain access to an organization or place.
3. Eco-activists /ˈiː.koʊ ˈæk.tɪ.vɪsts/ (noun): Individuals who actively promote environmental protection.
4. Intrigued /ɪnˈtriːgd/ (verb): To arouse curiosity or interest.
5. Structure /ˈstrʌk.tʃər/ (noun): The arrangement or organization of parts to form a whole.
6. Compelling /kəmˈpɛl.ɪŋ/ (adjective): Evoking interest attention or admiration in a powerfully irresistible way.

Comprehension Questions

Multiple Choice

1. Who is the main character in Creation Lake by Rachel Kushner? 
    Option: Sadie Smith
    Option: Bruno Lacombe
    Option: Kim Stanley Robinson
    Option: Neanderthals

2. What is the main setting of Creation Lake? 
    Option: France
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    Option: United States
    Option: England
    Option: Australia

3. What is the name of the eco-activist group Sadie infiltrates? 
    Option: Le Moulin
    Option: Neanderthals
    Option: The Ministry for the Future
    Option: Creation Lake

4. Who writes the emails about Neanderthals and human history in the novel? 
    Option: Bruno Lacombe
    Option: Sadie Smith
    Option: Kim Stanley Robinson
    Option: Le Moulin

5. What literary prize was Creation Lake nominated for? 
    Option: Booker prize
    Option: Pulitzer prize
    Option: Nobel prize
    Option: Man Booker International Prize

6. Which book is recommended for readers who enjoy environmental fiction? 
    Option: The Ministry for the Future by Kim Stanley Robinson
    Option: Harry Potter and the Sorcerer's Stone by J.K. Rowling
    Option: 1984 by George Orwell
    Option: To Kill a Mockingbird by Harper Lee

Answer
Multiple Choice: 1. Sadie Smith 2. France 3. Le Moulin 4. Bruno Lacombe 5. Booker prize 6. The Ministry for 
the Future by Kim Stanley Robinson

Vocabulary quizzes

Multiple Choice  ( Select the Correct answer for each question. ) 

1. What is the field that focuses on creating intelligent machines called? 
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    Option: AI
    Option: Machine Learning
    Option: Robotics
    Option: Quantum Computing

2. Which medical condition is characterized by recurrent seizures? 
    Option: Asthma
    Option: Diabetes
    Option: Epilepsy
    Option: Arthritis

3. What is the ability to lead and guide a group of people called? 
    Option: Communication
    Option: Empathy
    Option: Leadership
    Option: Creativity

4. What is the resolution of a dispute or lawsuit called? 
    Option: Appeal
    Option: Trial
    Option: Verdict
    Option: Settlement

5. What is the arrangement and organization of parts in a system called? 
    Option: Structure
    Option: Chaos
    Option: Randomness
    Option: Entropy

6. What is the medical care given to a patient for an illness or injury called? 
    Option: Prevention
    Option: Diagnosis
    Option: Treatment
    Option: Recovery

7. What is the act of providing resources usually financial to support a project or initiative called? 
    Option: Investing
    Option: Donating
    Option: Funding
    Option: Spending

8. What term describes something that happens or exists all over the world? 
    Option: Global
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    Option: International
    Option: Universal
    Option: Worldwide

9. What term means to pass into or through a substance place or group unnoticed? 
    Option: Blend
    Option: Merge
    Option: Infiltrate
    Option: Enter

10. What is it called when you regard something as likely to happen? 
    Option: Predict
    Option: Forecast
    Option: Anticipate
    Option: Expect

Gap-Fill  ( Fill in the blanks with the correct word from the vocabulary list. ) 

11. Epilepsy is a neurological disorder characterized by recurrent . 

12. Fetal  is crucial for the healthy growth of a baby. 

13. Artificial intelligence has faced criticism from certain . 

14. When parties cannot reach a settlement they may turn to  to resolve disputes. 

15. The argument presented by the speaker was so  that it convinced everyone in 

the audience. 

16. Severe injuries can lead to  that require medical attention. 

17. The environment can greatly  our health and well-being. 

18. The spy had to go undercover and carry out the  mission without being 

detected. 

19. Given the circumstances we  delays in the project timeline. 
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20. Continuous learning and practice are essential to  your skills. 

Matching Sentences  ( Match each definition to the correct word from the vocabulary list. ) 

21. A specific route or course that is followed in a process or development.

22. The immature forms of insects that undergo metamorphosis before becoming adults.

23. People who actively work to protect the environment and promote sustainability.

24. The action of making or becoming better in quality or condition.

25. A lack of consensus or harmony in opinion or belief.

26. Existing or occurring across the entire globe.

27. A neurological disorder marked by sudden recurrent episodes of sensory disturbance loss of
consciousness or convulsions.

28. Made or produced by human beings rather than occurring naturally.

29. The action of leading a group of people or an organization.

30. Regard something as likely to happen.

Answer
Multiple Choice: 1. AI 2. Epilepsy 3. Leadership 4. Settlement 5. Structure 6. Treatment 7. Funding 8. 
Worldwide 9. Infiltrate 10. Expect
Gap-Fill: 11. seizures 12. development 13. critics 14. arbitration 15. compelling 16. fractures 17. affect
18. operative 19. expect 20. improve
Matching sentence: 1. Pathway 2. Larvae 3. Eco-activists 4. Improvement 5. Disagreement 6. Worldwide
7. Epilepsy 8. Artificial 9. Leadership 10. Expect
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