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Creation Lake: Rachel Kushner’s Climate Fiction Review
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Rachel Kushner’s Creation Lake has been shortlisted for the Booker prize

Creation Lake
Rachel Kushner (Jonathan Cape (UK, 5 September); Scribner (US, 3 September))

Creation Lake by Rachel Kushner is a thrilling blend of espionage, humor, and historical insight, weaving a
tale from the era of Neanderthals to modern-day undercover operations. This intriguing novel has earned its
place on the Booker prize longlist.

The protagonist, Sadie Smith, an undercover operative, is dispatched to France to dismantle a group of eco-
activists known as Le Moulin. Through a web of intrigue, she infiltrates the group, showcasing her amoral
tactics with charismatic precision.

As the narrative unfolds, we witness Sadie's complex persona and her entanglement within the Moulinard
community. Simultaneously, a series of emails from an enigmatic figure named Bruno Lacombe adds a
poignant layer to the story, delving into themes of human evolution and societal conflict.

Moreover, the book's intricate structure, alternating between past and present, enhances the gripping
suspense and emotional depth of the plot. Bruno's contemplations on Neanderthals offer a unique
perspective, resonating with readers on a visceral level.

Without revealing spoilers, Creation Lake keeps readers on the edge, pondering the intricacies of morality
and the consequences of one's actions. For those craving more thought-provoking reads, "The Ministry for
the Future" by Kim Stanley Robinson offers a compelling exploration of climate fiction.

Vocabulary List:

1. Espionage /'espia,na:3/ (noun): The practice of spying or using spies to obtain secret information.

2. Intrigue /in'trizg/ (noun/verb): The quality of being interesting because of complexity; to arouse curiosity.

3. Amoral /er'mo:ir.al/ (adjective): Lacking a moral sense; unconcerned with the rightness or wrongness of
something.

4. Entanglement /in'tzengalmant/ (noun): A complicated or confusing relationship or situation.

5. Contemplation / kon.tem'ple1.fan/ (noun): The action of looking thoughtfully at something for a long time.

6. Resonating /'rezaneitin/ (verb): Evoking or suggesting images memories and emotions.

Comprehension Questions
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Multiple Choice

1. Which book by Rachel Kushner has been shortlisted for the Booker prize?

Option: The Flamethrowers
Option: The Mars Room
Option: Telex from Cuba
Option: Creation Lake

. What genre does Rachel Kushner’s "Creation Lake" primarily belong to?

Option: Romantic Comedy
Option: Science Fiction
Option: Thriller

Option: Fantasy

. Where is the protagonist, Sadie Smith, dispatched to in "Creation Lake"?

Option: Germany
Option: Italy
Option: France
Option: Spain

. What is the name of the eco-activist group that Sadie Smith is tasked to dismantle?

Option: Green Earth
Option: Eco Warriors
Option: Le Moulin
Option: Planet Savers

. What element adds a poignant layer to the story in "Creation Lake"?

Option: Love letters

Option: Secret journals

Option: A series of emails from Bruno Lacombe
Option: Mysterious phone calls

6. Which other book is recommended for those who crave thought-provoking reads similar to "Creation
Lake"?

Option: The Overstory by Richard Powers

Option: The Ministry for the Future by Kim Stanley Robinson
Option: Annihilation by Jeff VanderMeer

Option: Oryx and Crake by Margaret Atwood
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Answer

Multiple Choice: 1. Creation Lake 2. Thriller 3. France 4. Le Moulin 5. A series of emails from Bruno Lacombe
6. The Ministry for the Future by Kim Stanley Robinson

Vocabulary quizzes

Multiple Choice ( Select the Correct answer for each question. )

1. Which term describes a significant disturbance in an industry or market often leading to innovation?

Option: Disruption
Option: Senescence
Option: Mitigate
Option: Espionage

2. What is a medication used to treat epilepsy?

Option: Quartz
Option: Valproate
Option: Organoid
Option: Congenital

3. Which term describes a society characterized by human misery and oppression?
Option: Chilling
Option: Dystopian
Option: Vibrant
Option: Proficiency

4. What term relates to the enforcement of rules and regulations within an industry?

Option: Evolution

Option: Espionage
Option: Regulatory
Option: Compelling

5. Which term means attractive or tempting?

Option: Disturbance
Option: Enticing
Option: Distinctiveness
Option: Intriguing
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6. What term describes lacking a moral sense or ignoring moral considerations?
Option: Mitigate
Option: Amoral
Option: Contemplation
Option: Senescence

7. Which term refers to producing or intensifying a sound by vibration?
Option: Mitigate
Option: Resonating
Option: Intrigue
Option: Valproate

8. What term refers to the condition or process of deterioration with age?
Option: Critical
Option: Senescence
Option: Mitigate
Option: Vibrant

9. Which term describes evoking interest attention or admiration in a powerfully irresistible way?
Option: Chilling
Option: Compelling
Option: Entanglement
Option: Dystopian

10. What term describes the gradual development of something into a more complex or advanced state?

Option: Quartz
Option: Essential
Option: Espionage
Option: Evolution

Gap-Fill ( Fill in the blanks with the correct word from the vocabulary list. )

11. is the process of making products on a large scale using machinery.
12. Efforts to the impact of climate change are crucial for the future of the planet.
13. The spy novel was filled with mystery and keeping readers on the edge of
their seats.
14. Moments of quiet often lead to insightful decisions and realizations.
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15. The marketplaces in the city were always bustling with energy and colors.

16. heart defects are present at birth and may require medical intervention.

17. The art exhibition aimed to engage not only the visual sense but also the

experiences of the audience.

18. Proper planning and decision-making are in high-pressure situations.

19. Good nutrition is for overall health and well-being.

20. The diplomat found himself in a complicated of political alliances and personal
interests.

Matching Sentences ( Match each definition to the correct word from the vocabulary list. )

21. The watch was made with precision and contained a small piece of mineral often used in
timekeeping devices.

22. The scientists grew a miniature version of a brain structure in the lab for research purposes.

23. The horror movie had a effect on the audience leaving them with a sense of unease.

24. The temperatures in the mountains warned hikers of potential danger.

25. The author presented a argument that convinced many to reconsider their positions.

26. The government agency was responsible for overseeing and enforcing policies within the industry.

27. The novel depicted a future society where oppressive control and deprivation were the norm.

28. Efforts to the environmental impact of industrial activities are crucial for sustainability.

29. The artist's unique take on classical themes involved traditional myths and legends.

30. Higher levels of in a skill often lead to better performance and results.
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Answer

Multiple Choice: 1. Disruption 2. Valproate 3. Dystopian 4. Regulatory 5. Enticing 6. Amoral 7. Resonating
8. Senescence 9. Compelling 10. Evolution

Gap-Fill: 11. Manufacturing 12. Mitigate 13. Intrigue 14. Contemplation 15. Vibrant 16. Congenital 17.
Sensory 18. Critical 19. Essential 20. Entanglement

Matching sentence: 1. Quartz 2. Organoid 3. Chilling 4. Chilling 5. Compelling 6. Regulatory 7. Dystopian
8. Mitigate 9. Reimagining 10. Proficiency

CATEGORY
1. Sci/Tech- LEVEL4
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