
CVS Resumes Coverage of Lilly’s Zepbound After Patient Outcry

Description

CVS Caremark will reinstate coverage for the weight loss drug Zepbound this year, following its removal
from the list of covered medications last year, according to the manufacturer Eli Lilly. This decision is
significant as CVS Caremark is one of the largest pharmacy benefit managers in the United States,
influencing which drugs millions can obtain through insurance and the costs they must pay.

The previous removal of Zepbound from CVS Caremark’s formulary led to complaints from patients. Many
said they had to switch to Wegovy, a competitor's drug from Novo Nordisk, even though they had seen
better results with Zepbound. Importantly, patients using Lilly’s diabetes drug Mounjaro, which has the
same active ingredient as Zepbound, were not affected.

A class-action lawsuit against the removal of Zepbound was filed in September and remains ongoing. The
drug has a monthly list price of $1,086, though Lilly provides discounts for cash payments. Still, patients can
pay hundreds monthly for the medication.

Eli Lilly announced that Zepbound will return to CVS Caremark’s formulary by October 1, with some
privately insured patients potentially paying a $25 copay. Additionally, Foundayo, Lilly's new weight loss pill
approved in April, will also be listed starting Monday.

A spokesperson for CVS Caremark indicated that this change impacts around 25 to 30 million people.
However, being included in the formulary does not ensure coverage by every insurance plan, as employers
ultimately decide on medication payments. Notably, rival pharmacy benefit managers Express Scripts and
Optum Rx already provide coverage for Zepbound.

Vocabulary List:

1. reinstate //ˌriːɪnˈsteɪt// (verb): put back into use or position
2. formulary //ˈfɔrmjələri// (noun): official list of medicines covered by insurance
3. copay //ˈkoʊpeɪ// (noun): fixed amount a patient pays for medicine
4. lawsuit //ˈlɔːˌsuːt// (noun): a claim someone makes in court
5. influencing //ˈɪnfluənsɪŋ// (verb): causing a change in what people do
6. competitor //kəmˈpɛtətər// (noun): company or person that sells similar products
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Multiple Choice

1. What is the monthly list price of the drug Zepbound? 
    Option: $1,500
    Option: $1,086
    Option: $950
    Option: $1,250

2. When will Zepbound return to CVS Caremark’s formulary? 
    Option: October 1
    Option: November 1
    Option: September 1
    Option: December 1

3. Which company manufactures the weight loss drug Zepbound? 
    Option: Novo Nordisk
    Option: AbbVie
    Option: Eli Lilly
    Option: Pfizer

4. What copay will some privately insured patients potentially pay for Zepbound? 
    Option: $10
    Option: $15
    Option: $25
    Option: $30

5. Which competitor's drug did some patients switch to after Zepbound was removed? 
    Option: Wegovy
    Option: Mounjaro
    Option: Ozempic
    Option: Trulicity

6. How many people does the change in coverage for Zepbound potentially impact? 
    Option: 50 million
    Option: 25 to 30 million
    Option: 10 million
    Option: 5 million
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True-False

7. CVS Caremark removed Zepbound from its list of covered medications last year. 

8. Mounjaro is a competitor's drug to Zepbound. 

9. Patients were happy with the removal of Zepbound from CVS Caremark’s formulary. 

10. CVS Caremark is one of the smallest pharmacy benefit managers in the United States. 

11. Eli Lilly's new weight loss pill, Foundayo, was approved in April. 

12. A class-action lawsuit against the removal of Zepbound was filed in October. 

Gap-Fill

13. The drug Zepbound will return to CVS Caremark’s formulary by  . 

14. Patients who switched to Wegovy reported better results with  . 

15. The monthly list price of Zepbound is  according to Eli Lilly. 

16. A spokesperson indicated that the change impacts around  million people. 

17. The removal of Zepbound led to patients being unhappy and filing a class-action 

 . 

18. CVS Caremark’s decision influences which drugs millions can obtain through  . 

Answer
Multiple Choice: 1. $1,086 2. October 1 3. Eli Lilly 4. $25 5. Wegovy 6. 25 to 30 million
True-False: 7. True 8. False 9. False 10. False 11. True 12. False
Gap-Fill: 13. October 1 14. Zepbound 15. $1,086 16. 25 to 30 17. lawsuit 18. insurance

Vocabulary quizzes
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Multiple Choice  ( Select the Correct answer for each question. ) 

1. What are indices often used to measure in financial markets? 
    Option: Economic growth
    Option: Market sentiment
    Option: Sector performance
    Option: Interest rates

2. What term describes a period of sustained increases in the market? 
    Option: Correction
    Option: Rally
    Option: Bear market
    Option: Consolidation

3. What financial instrument typically offers yields? 
    Option: Stocks
    Option: Bonds
    Option: Real estate
    Option: Commodities

4. In financial contexts, who are beneficiaries typically? 
    Option: Investors
    Option: Borrowers
    Option: Companies
    Option: Designated individuals

5. What term refers to a situation where income is less than expected? 
    Option: Surplus
    Option: Deficit
    Option: Shortfall
    Option: Balance

6. Which of the following might a policy exempt? 
    Option: Taxes on necessities
    Option: All businesses
    Option: Financial transactions
    Option: Employee wages

7. What does market sentiment often indicate? 
    Option: Investor mood
    Option: Regulatory changes
    Option: Economic indicators
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    Option: Interest rates

8. What type of policy is related to government spending and revenue? 
    Option: Monetary
    Option: Fiscal
    Option: Structural
    Option: Social

9. What does market momentum typically describe? 
    Option: Volatility
    Option: Direction of movement
    Option: Market liquidity
    Option: Investor confidence

10. Which term refers to the income generated from normal business operations? 
    Option: Debt
    Option: Revenue
    Option: Equity
    Option: Expenses

Gap-Fill  ( Fill in the blanks with the correct word from the vocabulary list. ) 

11. Interest rate  can have a significant impact on financial markets. 

12. The company's financial  allowed it to weather the economic downturn. 

13. Fulfilling financial  is crucial for maintaining a good credit score. 

14. There has been a sector  toward technology stocks recently. 

15. Accurate  is essential for planning future business strategies. 

16. Improving profit  can lead to better financial stability. 

17. The company faced  over a contested contract issue. 

18. It may be time to  our strategy in light of recent changes. 

19. Our main  has introduced a new product that could impact our sales. 

20. The insurance company provided a  of covered medications. 
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Matching Sentences  ( Match each definition to the correct word from the vocabulary list. ) 

21. A copay is a fixed amount a patient pays for a specific medical service.

22. A company is considered insolvent when its liabilities exceed its assets.

23. A beneficiary is a person designated to receive benefits from a financial account.

24. Demand in economics refers to the desire and ability of consumers to purchase goods and services.

25. The process was optimized to improve efficiency and reduce costs.

26. Momentum in finance refers to the tendency of an asset's price to persist in the same direction.

27. Liquidation involves selling off assets to pay creditors when a company is closing.

28. The technology sector has seen tremendous growth in recent years.

29. Earnings are the profits a company makes after all expenses have been deducted.

30. Interest rate hikes can lead to increased borrowing costs for consumers.

Answer
Multiple Choice: 1. Market sentiment 2. Rally 3. Bonds 4. Designated individuals 5. Shortfall 6. Taxes on 
necessities 7. Investor mood 8. Fiscal 9. Direction of movement 10. Revenue
Gap-Fill: 11. hikes 12. resilience 13. obligations 14. rotation 15. forecasting 16. margins 17. litigation
18. reassess 19. competitor 20. formulary
Matching sentence: 1. copay 2. insolvent 3. beneficiary 4. demand 5. optimised 6. momentum 7. liquidation
8. sector 9. earnings 10. hikes
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7. Zepbound
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