ESL-NEWS
www.esl-news.com

Dakota Johnson Portrays Marilyn Monroe in Venice Short Film
Description

Dakota Johnson has unveiled a striking transformation into Marilyn Monroe for her role in the forthcoming
short film "Flesh Impact." Directed and written by Maggie Gyllenhaal, the film is set to premiere at the
Venice Film Festival in September.

This interpretation presents Monroe in a novel light, moving beyond her iconic blonde hair and red lipstick to
explore the persona behind one of Hollywood’s most famous figures. Gyllenhaal initially expressed concern
that Johnson did not closely resemble Monroe; however, she later dismissed this worry, stating that
Monroe's portrayal has become a myth that is difficult to define.

In "Flesh Impact," Johnson depicts Monroe at the age of 36, the age at which the actress tragically passed
away in 1962. Co-star Ellen Burstyn plays an imagined older version of Monroe, focusing on the complexities
of her identity and legacy. The film, lasting 17 minutes, avoids the traditional biopic format, favouring a
blend of reality and artistry to reflect on the challenges faced by actresses, particularly in light of Monroe's
upcoming centennial.

Gyllenhaal articulated her long-standing fascination with Monroe, noting that the project aims to celebrate
her legacy while presenting a contemporary viewpoint that reclaims her narrative. The film seeks to provoke
thought regarding the duality of Monroe's public image and private self, capturing the essence of her
experience as an actress in a rapidly evolving industry.

As anticipation builds for the Venice Film Festival, the creative team hopes that audiences will appreciate
this innovative reflection on an enduring cultural icon.

Vocabulary List:

transformation //,traensfar'meifan// (noun): a big change in form or appearance
persona //par'soovna// (noun): the public character someone shows to others

iconic //ar'kanik// (adjective): very well known and strongly connected to something
legacy //'legasi// (noun): things left behind by a person or time

biopic //'baiapik// (noun): a film about a real person's life
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duality //dua'liti// (noun): having two different parts or qualities

Comprehension Questions
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Multiple Choice

1. Who directed the short film 'Flesh Impact'?

Option: Dakota Johnson
Option: Maggie Gyllenhaal
Option: Ellen Burstyn
Option: Marilyn Monroe

2. At what festival is 'Flesh Impact' set to premiere?

Option: Cannes Film Festival
Option: Sundance Film Festival
Option: Venice Film Festival
Option: Toronto Film Festival

3. What age is Dakota Johnson's character Marilyn Monroe depicted at?
Option: 30
Option: 32
Option: 36
Option: 40

4, What type of format does 'Flesh Impact' avoid?

Option: Documentary
Option: Traditional biopic
Option: Short film
Option: Animated feature

5. How long is the film 'Flesh Impact'?

Option: 10 minutes
Option: 15 minutes
Option: 17 minutes
Option: 20 minutes

6. What is the main theme of 'Flesh Impact'?

Option: Monroe's fashion
Option: Hollywood legends
Option: Actresses' challenges
Option: Marilyn's friendship
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True-False

7. Dakota Johnson plays an older version of Marilyn Monroe in 'Flesh Impact'.

8. Maggie Gyllenhaal had initial concerns about Dakota Johnson's resemblance to Monroe.

9. The film focuses solely on Monroe's public image.

10. Ellen Burstyn co-stars in 'Flesh Impact'.

11. The film's narrative aims to celebrate Marilyn's legacy.

12. The film portrays Monroe at the age she was before her passing.

Gap-Fill

13. Dakota Johnson transforms into Marilyn Monroe for the film 'Flesh Impact', directed by

14. Ellen Burstyn plays an imagined older version of Monroe in the film, focusing on her

15. The film seeks to explore the challenges faced by in Hollywood.
16. Dakota Johnson depicts Monroe at the age of in the film.
17. The film 'Flesh Impact' is set to premiere at the Venice Film

18. The story aims to celebrate Monroe's legacy and reclaim her

Answer

Multiple Choice: 1. Maggie Gyllenhaal 2. Venice Film Festival 3. 36 4. Traditional biopic 5. 17 minutes
6. Actresses' challenges

True-False: 7. False 8. True 9. False 10. True 11. True 12. True

Gap-Fill: 13. Maggie Gyllenhaal 14. identity 15. actresses 16. 36 17. Festival 18. narrative
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