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Delaware Judge Reassigns Elon Musk Cases After Emoji Dispute
Description

A judge in Delaware has decided to remove herself from several shareholder lawsuits against Tesla CEO
Elon Musk following accusations of bias from his legal team. Chancellor Kathaleen McCormick, who presides
over the Delaware Chancery Court, announced on Monday that she will reassign three pertinent lawsuits to
different judges.

This decision came after Musk’s attorneys filed a motion last week claiming that McCormick and a staff
member had reacted positively on LinkedIn to posts critical of Musk. In her court filing, McCormick refuted
these allegations, asserting that she had not supported any LinkedIn posts regarding Musk. She maintained
that the basis for the recusal request was misleading, stating, “I am not biased against the defendants in
these actions.”

While McCormick opted not to formally recuse herself from the cases, she felt that the intense media
scrutiny surrounding her involvement could negatively influence the justice process. She expressed
confidence in the abilities of the other vice chancellors to manage these cases effectively.

Musk’s legal team argued that McCormick had reacted to a post celebrating his defeat in a separate lawsuit,
while also noting that a member of her staff engaged with another post that criticised Musk. In her
response, McCormick claimed she did not remember seeing the contested post and reported suspicious
activity to LinkedIn.

The lawsuits in question include allegations that Musk prioritised personal benefit over that of Tesla
shareholders and claims that the company's board allowed actions contrary to a settlement with the
Securities and Exchange Commission (SEC). Musk has denied any wrongdoing in these matters. The next
steps will involve the newly assigned judges taking over the cases.

Vocabulary List:

reassign //ri:za'sain// (verb): give to a different person or group

pertinent //'p3:tanant// (adjective): related to the subject being discussed
motion //'mouvfan// (noun): a formal request made to a court

recuse //ri'kjuz// (verb): step aside from a case for fairness

allegations //,zl1'geifanz// (noun): claims that someone did something wrong

ou ks wWwNH

scrutiny //'skru:tani// (noun): careful and close watching or checking
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Comprehension Questions

Multiple Choice

1. Who is the judge that decided to remove herself from the shareholder lawsuits against Elon Musk?

Option: Kathaleen McCormick

Option: Elon Musk

Option: Securities and Exchange Commission
Option: Tesla Board

2. In which court does Chancellor Kathaleen McCormick preside?

Option: Delaware High Court
Option: Delaware Chancery Court
Option: Federal Court

Option: Supreme Court

3. What did Musk’s attorneys claim about McCormick and her staff on LinkedIn?

Option: They criticized Tesla

Option: They reacted positively to critical posts about Musk
Option: They supported Musk publicly

Option: They filed a motion against the SEC

4. What did McCormick state about the recusal request made by Musk’s legal team?

Option: It was justified

Option: It was misleading

Option: It was unnecessary

Option: It was supported by evidence

5. What did McCormick express confidence in regarding the reassignment of the cases?

Option: The media coverage

Option: The defendants' rights

Option: The abilities of other vice chancellors
Option: Musk's legal team

6. What entity is involved in the allegations against Musk concerning Tesla's governance?

Option: Federal Trade Commission
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Option: Securities and Exchange Commission
Option: Tesla's Board
Option: Delaware Court

True-False

7. Chancellor Kathaleen McCormick formally recused herself from all cases against Elon Musk.

8. Musk's legal team accused McCormick of bias based on her LinkedIn activity.

9. McCormick acknowledged supporting LinkedIn posts critical of Musk.

10. The lawsuits involve allegations of Musk prioritizing personal benefits over Tesla shareholders.

11. McCormick reported her concerns about her LinkedIn activity to a law enforcement agency.

12. Musk has admitted to wrongdoing in the allegations made against him.

Gap-Fill

13. A judge in Delaware has decided to remove herself from several shareholder lawsuits against Tesla CEO

Elon Musk following accusations of bias. Chancellor Kathaleen McCormick announced on Monday that she

will reassign three pertinent lawsuits to

14. McCormick claimed that the basis for the recusal request was

15. Musk’s legal team argued that McCormick had reacted to a post celebrating his

in another lawsuit.

16. While she did not recuse herself, McCormick felt that media scrutiny could negatively influence the

process.
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17. The lawsuits include allegations that Musk prioritised personal benefit over Tesla

18. The next steps involve the newly assigned judges taking over the

Answer

Multiple Choice: 1. Kathaleen McCormick 2. Delaware Chancery Court 3. They reacted positively to critical
posts about Musk 4. It was misleading 5. The abilities of other vice chancellors 6. Securities and Exchange
Commission

True-False: 7. False 8. True 9. False 10. True 11. False 12. False

Gap-Fill: 13. different judges 14. misleading 15. defeat 16. justice 17. shareholders 18. cases

Vocabulary quizzes

Multiple Choice ( Select the Correct answer for each question. )

1. Which of the following means to hold back from doing something?

Option: Refrained
Option: Sustained
Option: Surged

Option: Absorbed

2. What is the best way to describe the act of maintaining or prolonging something?

Option: Absorb
Option: Neglect
Option: Sustain
Option: Recuse

3. Which term describes someone or something dependent on another?

Option: Surged
Option: Pertinent
Option: Reliable
Option: Reliant

4, What word means critical observation or examination?

Option: Negotiator
Option: Registration

Page 4
www.esl-news.com



ESL-NEWS
www.esl-news.com

Option: Transaction
Option: Scrutiny

5. What term refers to claims made without proof?

Option: Exemptions
Option: Allegations
Option: Verdicts
Option: Breaches

6. What term is used for violations of law or agreements?

Option: Vulnerabilities
Option: Surged
Option: Breaches
Option: Implemented

7. What action is taken to request a higher court to review a decision?

Option: Verdict
Option: Allegation
Option: Neglecting
Option: Appeal

8. Which term is associated with making laws?

Option: Legislative
Option: Addictive
Option: Reliant
Option: Sustain

9. What field focuses on protecting computers and networks from attacks?

Option: Transparency
Option: Cybersecurity
Option: Reassign
Option: Domestic

10. What term is used for the act of conducting business or trade?

Option: Registration
Option: Dealership
Option: Transaction
Option: Motion

Gap-Fill ( Fill in the blanks with the correct word from the vocabulary list. )
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11. The new policy was successfully to enhance security measures.
12. The team its efforts to improve customer satisfaction.

13. The manager decided to the employee to a different role for better
productivity.

14. The lawyer presented evidence during the trial.

15. Neglecting this issue could lead to serious consequences for the organization.

16. Some video games can be quite , causing players to spend hours in front of
screens.

17. Certain were made in the new law to accommodate small businesses.

18. The company conducted assessments to identify potential in their system.
19. Sales during the holiday season, resulting in record profits.

20. The firm specializes in trade to boost the local economy.

Matching Sentences ( Match each definition to the correct word from the vocabulary list. )

21. The judge had to recuse himself from the case due to a conflict of interest.

22. The organization is committed to maintaining transparency in its financial dealings.

23. The car dealership offered a wide range of vehicles and financing options.

24. The process of verification is essential to ensure the accuracy of the information provided.

25. The board put forth a motion to approve the new budget for the fiscal year.

26. The jurors delivered their verdicts after hours of deliberation in the courtroom.

27. The company was found liable for the damages caused by their product.

28. The neglect of safety protocols led to a serious workplace incident.
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29. The new legislative measures were put in place to enhance data protection.

30. Investing in cybersecurity is crucial for protecting sensitive information.

Answer

Multiple Choice: 1. Refrained 2. Sustain 3. Reliant 4. Scrutiny 5. Allegations 6. Breaches 7. Appeal 8.
Legislative 9. Cybersecurity 10. Transaction

Gap-Fill: 11. implemented 12. sustained 13. reassign 14. pertinent 15. neglecting 16. addictive 17.
exemptions 18. vulnerabilities 19. surged 20. domestic

Matching sentence: 1. recuse 2. transparency 3. dealership 4. verification 5. motion 6. verdicts 7. liable
8. neglect 9. legislative 10. cybersecurity
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