
Delta Air Lines sued by teen sexual assault victim

Description

A teenage girl has filed a lawsuit against Delta Air Lines, alleging negligence in connection to a horrific
incident that occurred during a red-eye flight from Los Angeles to Orlando. The lawsuit claims that flight
attendants served alcohol to the girl's assailant and failed to restrain him after he sexually assaulted her. As
a result, the attacker then proceeded to touch another passenger on the same flight and harassed the
underage girl by making inappropriate gestures towards her and her family as they tried to disembark the
plane.

The lawsuit, filed in federal court, describes the incident as a traumatic experience that has had a lasting
impact on the teenage girl, her young brother, and their mother. The assailant, Brian Patrick Durning, was
sentenced to five years in prison for the assault and is currently serving his time in a low-security federal
prison in New Jersey.

The family is seeking compensation from Delta Air Lines for the damages suffered as a result of the assault,
including lost earnings and emotional distress. The lawsuit does not specify a dollar amount but emphasizes
the severe implications of the incident on the victims.

According to court documents, the assailant was visibly intoxicated when he boarded the flight and was
served alcohol during the journey. Despite the disturbing behavior exhibited by the assailant, the flight
attendants allegedly failed to take appropriate action to protect the teenage girl and the other passengers
on board.

The lawsuit highlights the ongoing psychological impact on the victims, with the teenage girl experiencing
severe anxiety, post-traumatic stress, and academic difficulties as a result of the assault. Her brother has
also suffered from anxiety and developed a fear of flying and interacting with male strangers.

Overall, the lawsuit paints a grim picture of the events that transpired during the flight and underscores the
need for accountability and justice for the victims.

Vocabulary List:

1. Negligence /ˈnɛɡ.lɪ.dʒəns/ (noun): Failure to take proper care in doing something leading to damage or injury.
2. Assault /əˈsɔlt/ (noun): A physical attack or a threat of a physical attack.
3. Compensation /ˌkɒmpɛnˈseɪʃən/ (noun): Something typically money awarded to someone in recognition of loss 

suffering or injury.
4. Inappropriate /ˌɪnəˈproʊpriɪt/ (adjective): Not proper or suitable; improper.
5. Disturbing /dɪsˈtɜrbɪŋ/ (adjective): Causing anxiety or worry; upsetting.
6. Traumatic /trɔːˈmætɪk/ (adjective): Emotionally disturbing or distressing; relating to a physical injury or wound.
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Comprehension Questions

Multiple Choice

1. Where did the horrific incident involving the teenage girl occur? 
    Option: Los Angeles
    Option: Orlando
    Option: New York
    Option: Chicago

2. What was the flight route of the red-eye flight mentioned in the content? 
    Option: Los Angeles to New York
    Option: Los Angeles to Orlando
    Option: Orlando to Chicago
    Option: Chicago to Los Angeles

3. What was the assailant's name in the lawsuit against Delta Air Lines? 
    Option: Brian Patrick Durning
    Option: Michael Smith
    Option: John Doe
    Option: David Johnson

4. What consequences did the lawsuit claim due to flight attendants failing to restrain the assailant? 
    Option: Physical assault
    Option: Sexual assault
    Option: Harassment
    Option: Medical emergency

5. What major implication did the lawsuit emphasize regarding the victims? 
    Option: Lost luggage
    Option: Lost passports
    Option: Lost earnings
    Option: Lost tickets

6. Where is the assailant Brian Patrick Durning serving his prison sentence? 
    Option: California
    Option: Florida
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    Option: New Jersey
    Option: Texas

Answer
Multiple Choice: 1. Los Angeles 2. Los Angeles to Orlando 3. Brian Patrick Durning 4. Sexual assault 5. Lost 
earnings 6. New Jersey

Vocabulary quizzes

Multiple Choice  ( Select the Correct answer for each question. ) 

1. Which term refers to the failure to take proper care in doing something? 
    Option: Assault
    Option: Negligence
    Option: Compensation
    Option: Advocate

2. Which term describes profound or major changes? 
    Option: Invalidate
    Option: Transformations
    Option: Alternative
    Option: Disruptions

3. Which term refers to a skeptical attitude or doubt? 
    Option: Monitor
    Option: Skepticism
    Option: Chaos
    Option: Reassured

4. Which term relates to rules or directives issued by a government or organization? 
    Option: Outage
    Option: Regulatory
    Option: Concentration
    Option: Disruption

5. Who are the individuals or entities being sued in a legal case? 
    Option: Shareholder
    Option: Cascading
    Option: Disturbing
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    Option: Defendants

6. What term refers to the manner in which a task or activity is executed? 
    Option: Volatility
    Option: Reinstate
    Option: Performance
    Option: Normalize

7. Which term describes behavior or actions that are not suitable or acceptable? 
    Option: Significant
    Option: Inappropriate
    Option: Operations
    Option: Shareholder

8. What term refers to a period when a service or equipment is not operational? 
    Option: Monitor
    Option: Alternative
    Option: Outage
    Option: Volatility

9. What term refers to something typically money given to make up for a loss or injury? 
    Option: Disturbing
    Option: Compensation
    Option: Dismissal
    Option: Cascading

10. Which term refers to the likelihood of sudden or extreme changes? 
    Option: Negligence
    Option: Shareholder
    Option: Volatility
    Option: Reassured

Gap-Fill  ( Fill in the blanks with the correct word from the vocabulary list. ) 

11.  can cause chaos in operations if not managed effectively. 

12. When faced with challenges consider looking for  solutions. 

13. The court  the contract due to legal issues. 

14. After the appeal the decision was  by the higher court. 
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15. A  is an individual or company that owns shares in a corporation. 

16. Maintaining focus and  is crucial for productivity. 

17. A small issue can lead to a  series of problems if not addressed promptly. 

18. Regular practice can enhance your overall  in sports. 

19. Efforts are being made to  relations between the two countries. 

20. It is essential to  the progress of the project to ensure timely completion. 

Matching Sentences  ( Match each definition to the correct word from the vocabulary list. ) 

21. The horror movie had many scenes that left the audience shocked.

22. The physical on the victim led to serious injuries.

23. Witnessing the accident was a experience for all involved.

24. The lawyer will for the rights of the marginalized community.

25. The lack of coordination resulted in utter during the event.

26. The new discovery was viewed as a breakthrough in science.

27. The team was by the manager's confident leadership.

28. Efforts are being made to relations between the two countries.

29. The errors in the document could the entire contract.

30. Efficient are essential for a successful business.

Answer
Multiple Choice: 1. Negligence 2. Transformations 3. Skepticism 4. Regulatory 5. Defendants 6. Performance
7. Inappropriate 8. Outage 9. Compensation 10. Volatility
Gap-Fill: 11. Disruptions 12. Alternative 13. Invalidated 14. Reinstated 15. Shareholder 16. Concentration
17. Cascading 18. Performance 19. Normalize 20. Monitor
Matching sentence: 1. Disturbing 2. Assault 3. Traumatic 4. Advocate 5. Chaos 6. Significant 7. Reassured
8. Normalize
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9. Invalidate 10. Operations
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