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Dermatologists Identify Hidden Early Sign of Skin Cancer

Description

Doctors have highlighted the primary sign of skin cancer, which is crucial for early detection and treatment.
This information is particularly important as skin cancer can lead to serious outcomes if not addressed
promptly.

Experts in the field, including Dr. Adam Friedman from The George Washington University and Dr. Michael
Christopher from Ironwood Dermatology, stress the significance of recognising changes in your skin. Skin
changes might include growths, sores, or unusual patches, which could indicate types of skin cancer like
basal cell carcinoma, squamous cell carcinoma, or melanoma.

Non-melanoma cancers, such as basal and squamous cell carcinomas, typically present as unusual skin
changes rather than moles. These types are treatable if caught early. While melanoma is less common, it is
more dangerous due to its potential to spread rapidly, which can be life-threatening.

Dr. Christopher emphasises that any change in a mole or new spots on your skin is a key sign to watch for.
Symptoms like growth, itching, or bleeding are significant and should prompt a visit to the dermatologist.

The importance of detecting changes early cannot be overstated. Early diagnosis improves the prognosis,
especially for melanoma, which, if treated before spreading, has a survival rate of over 99%, according to
the American Cancer Society. Acting quickly upon noticing any changes is vital for effective prevention and
treatment.

Vocabulary List:

recognising //,rekag'naizin// (verb): noticing something new or different on the skin
melanoma //,mela'novma// (noun): a dangerous skin cancer that can spread
dermatologist //,d3uma'talad3ist// (noun): a doctor who treats problems of the skin
diagnosis //,daiag'nousis// (noun): finding what disease or problem someone has
prognosis //prag'nouvsis// (noun): chance of getting better after iliness
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prompt //prampt// (verb): to make someone do something quickly

Comprehension Questions
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Multiple Choice

1. What is the primary sign of skin cancer highlighted by doctors?

Option: Unusual moles
Option: Changes in skin
Option: Itching

Option: Bleeding

2. Which type of skin cancer is more dangerous due to its potential to spread rapidly?

Option: Basal cell carcinoma
Option: Squamous cell carcinoma
Option: Melanoma

Option: Non-melanoma

3. Who is Dr. Adam Friedman affiliated with?

Option: Ironwood Dermatology

Option: The George Washington University
Option: American Cancer Society

Option: Harvard Medical School

4. What is the survival rate for melanoma if treated before spreading?
Option: 50%
Option: 75%
Option: 99%
Option: 100%

5. What types of skin cancers typically present as unusual skin changes rather than moles?

Option: Melanoma

Option: Basal and squamous cell carcinomas
Option: All types of skin cancer

Option: Non-melanoma cancers

6. According to Dr. Christopher, what indicates a key sign to watch for?

Option: Dry skin

Option: Change in a mole or new spots
Option: Skin discoloration

Option: Sunburn
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True-False

7. Skin cancer can lead to serious outcomes if not addressed promptly.

8. Melanoma is the most common type of skin cancer.

9. Experts recommend acting quickly upon noticing any changes in your skin.

10. Basal cell carcinoma is more dangerous than melanoma.

11. According to the American Cancer Society, early diagnosis improves the prognosis for melanoma.

12. Growth, itching, or bleeding are insignificant symptoms to watch for.

Gap-Fill

13. The primary sign of skin cancer is changes in your skin, which might include growths, sores, or unusual

14. Non-melanoma cancers, such as basal and squamous cell carcinomas, typically present as unusual skin
changes rather than
15. Dr. Christopher emphasizes that any change in a mole or new spots on your skin is a key sign to
for.
16. Early diagnosis improves the prognosis, especially for melanoma, which has a survival rate of over
% if treated before spreading.
17. Acting quickly upon noticing any changes is vital for effective and treatment.

18. Skin changes might indicate types of skin cancer like basal cell carcinoma, squamous cell carcinoma, or
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Answer

Multiple Choice: 1. Changes in skin 2. Melanoma 3. The George Washington University 4. 99% 5. Basal and
squamous cell carcinomas 6. Change in a mole or new spots

True-False: 7. True 8. False 9. True 10. False 11. True 12. False

Gap-Fill: 13. patches 14. moles 15. watch 16. 99 17. prevention 18. melanoma
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