
Dinosaurs Remembered: Mourning 65 Million Years Late

Description

Dinosaurs, known for their fearsome nature, are being remembered online as enthusiasts mourn their mass
extinction, which occurred around 65 million years ago. Fans are creating emotional video compilations
featuring ancient creatures, often using clips from the Netflix docuseries “The Dinosaurs.” One viewer
expressed sadness in the comments, saying, “The world was supposed to be theirs.”

Some TikTok users reflected on the irony of humans feeling a connection to beings they never experienced.
This emotion demonstrates a tendency for people to project their feelings onto the history of dinosaurs.
Over the years, dinosaurs have appeared in popular culture, depicted as both menacing and endearing
figures. The upcoming film, featuring actors Anne Hathaway and Ewan McGregor, will further revive their
presence on screen.

Historically, scientists viewed dinosaurs as slow and unintelligent, attributing their extinction to these
perceived limitations. However, new fossil evidence suggests that dinosaurs might have exhibited high
metabolic rates and complex behaviours. It is now believed they faced extinction due to a sudden asteroid
impact, not gradual evolutionary failures.

If dinosaurs possessed strength and intelligence, their extinction could imply a significant loss and provoke
deeper concerns about humanity’s dominance on Earth. This anxiety mirrors the themes explored in a
sitcom from the early '90s, which ended with dinosaurs facing extinction due to environmental destruction.

Chris Manias, a historian, explains that dinosaurs' long existence and sudden disappearance resonate with
humans, highlighting the fragility of life. This undercurrent of extinction anxiety urges a reflection on our
current environmental challenges and the need for awareness and action as we navigate our own crises.

Vocabulary List:

1. extinction //ɪkˈstɪŋkʃən// (noun): end of a species or group of animals
2. mourn //mɔrn// (verb): feel sadness for someone or something lost
3. compilations //ˌkɑmpəˈleɪʃənz// (noun): a collection of several pieces or clips
4. fossil //ˈfɑsəl// (noun): the old preserved remains of a plant or animal
5. metabolic //ˌmɛtəˈbɑlɪk// (adjective): relating to how the body uses energy
6. anxiety //æŋˈzaɪəti// (noun): a strong, worried feeling about the future

Comprehension Questions
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Multiple Choice

1. What event is being remembered online in relation to dinosaurs? 
    Option: Their mass extinction
    Option: Their rebirth
    Option: Their evolution
    Option: Their discovery

2. Which Netflix docuseries is mentioned in connection with dinosaurs? 
    Option: The Dinosaurs
    Option: Dino World
    Option: Jurassic Journey
    Option: Dinosaur Tales

3. What emotion did viewers express regarding the dinosaurs? 
    Option: Happiness
    Option: Sadness
    Option: Anger
    Option: Indifference

4. What do some TikTok users reflect on regarding dinosaurs? 
    Option: Dinosaurs as pets
    Option: Humans feeling a connection
    Option: Dinosaurs as mythological creatures
    Option: The science of dinosaurs

5. Which actors are mentioned in the upcoming film about dinosaurs? 
    Option: Robert Downey Jr. and Scarlett Johansson
    Option: Anne Hathaway and Ewan McGregor
    Option: Chris Pratt and Bryce Dallas Howard
    Option: Tom Hanks and Meryl Streep

6. What does new fossil evidence suggest about dinosaurs? 
    Option: They were less intelligent than believed
    Option: They had high metabolic rates and complex behaviors
    Option: They were carnivorous only
    Option: They lived solely in water
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True-False

7. Dinosaurs went extinct due to gradual evolutionary failures. 

8. Many people feel a connection to dinosaurs despite never experiencing them. 

9. The sitcom from the early '90s featured dinosaurs facing extinction due to environmental destruction. 

10. Historically, dinosaurs were viewed as fast and highly intelligent. 

11. The emotional video compilations about dinosaurs are a new phenomenon. 

12. Chris Manias is a historian who discusses the fragility of life related to dinosaurs. 

Gap-Fill

13. Dinosaurs went extinct around  million years ago. 

14. The emotional reaction to the extinction of dinosaurs shows a tendency to 

feelings onto history. 

15. Dinosaurs are depicted in popular culture as both menacing and  figures. 

16. New fossil evidence suggests that dinosaurs had high metabolic rates and 

behaviors. 

17. The extinction of dinosaurs raises concerns about humanity's  on Earth. 

18. The anxiety surrounding extinction urges awareness of our own  challenges. 

Answer
Multiple Choice: 1. Their mass extinction 2. The Dinosaurs 3. Sadness 4. Humans feeling a connection
5. Anne Hathaway and Ewan McGregor 6. They had high metabolic rates and complex behaviors
True-False: 7. False 8. True 9. True 10. False 11. False 12. True
Gap-Fill: 13. 65 14. project 15. endearing 16. complex 17. dominance 18. environmental
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Vocabulary quizzes

Multiple Choice  ( Select the Correct answer for each question. ) 

1. What process describes the end of a species on Earth? 
    Option: Evolution
    Option: Extinction
    Option: Adaptation
    Option: Migration

2. What type of processes in the body relate to metabolism? 
    Option: Mechanical
    Option: Metabolic
    Option: Chemical
    Option: Physical

3. What term describes the path an object takes as it moves around another object in space? 
    Option: Rotation
    Option: Orbit
    Option: Revolution
    Option: Transition

4. What are released pollutants into the atmosphere commonly referred to as? 
    Option: Outflows
    Option: Emissions
    Option: Discharges
    Option: Exhausts

5. What word describes the ability to recover from difficult situations? 
    Option: Weakness
    Option: Failure
    Option: Resilience
    Option: Fragility

6. What adjective describes someone who is skillful with their hands? 
    Option: Clumsy
    Option: Awkward
    Option: Dexterous
    Option: Fumbling

7. What term means to force something out? 
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    Option: Inhale
    Option: Compel
    Option: Expel
    Option: Retain

8. What is the term for experiences that fully engage one's senses? 
    Option: Dull
    Option: Boring
    Option: Immersive
    Option: Superficial

9. What term describes the action of providing energy for something? 
    Option: Cooling
    Option: Fueling
    Option: Hindering
    Option: Stalling

10. What term relates to mental processes such as perception and memory? 
    Option: Physical
    Option: Emotional
    Option: Social
    Option: Cognitive

Gap-Fill  ( Fill in the blanks with the correct word from the vocabulary list. ) 

11. The gas was heated until it became , reaching extreme temperatures. 

12. The pilot executed a series of  to safely land the aircraft. 

13. Before the rocket launch, the team initiated a  to ensure everything was ready. 

14. Scientists study a  to understand the history of life on Earth. 

15. Many people experience  before taking an important exam. 

16. The  worked tirelessly to prepare the ship for its next voyage. 

17. The  of water from the dam must be carefully regulated. 

18. The caterpillar will  into a butterfly. 
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19. The organization established a  to define roles and responsibilities. 

20. The woolly mammoth is an example of a species that is  today. 

Matching Sentences  ( Match each definition to the correct word from the vocabulary list. ) 

21. The music album is a collection of various artists' best hits, making it a perfect compilation.

22. The community came together to mourn the loss of their beloved leader.

23. The car's mechanics are vital for ensuring it operates smoothly and efficiently.

24. Vaccination helps the body become immune to certain diseases.

25. The process of fueling the rocket required precision and timing.

26. The velocity of the spacecraft increased as it entered the gravitational field of the planet.

27. The volcano has been erupting for several days, spewing ash into the atmosphere.

28. Many individuals experience anxiety during stressful situations or major life changes.

29. Cognitive therapy is focused on changing unhelpful thought patterns.

30. The community showed incredible resilience in the face of disaster and rebuilt their homes.

Answer
Multiple Choice: 1. Extinction 2. Metabolic 3. Orbit 4. Emissions 5. Resilience 6. Dexterous 7. Expel
8. Immersive 9. Fueling 10. Cognitive
Gap-Fill: 11. superheated 12. maneuvers 13. countdown 14. fossil 15. anxiety 16. crew 17. outflow
18. transform 19. hierarchy 20. extinct
Matching sentence: 1. compilations 2. mourn 3. mechanics 4. immune 5. fueling 6. velocity 7. erupting
8. anxiety 9. cognitive 10. resilience
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