ESL-NEWS
www.esl-news.com

Drake’s New Album ‘ICEMAN’: A Review

Description

How does someone bounce back after suffering a major defeat in the hip-hop world? One strategy could
involve crafting a sharp and impactful message directed at those who celebrated their downfall. This was
the challenge faced by Drake during the Super Bowl halftime show, where his rival took centre stage with a
grin.

Drake's career has not benefitted from brevity or wisdom. Instead, he has often repeated a few central
themes: the difficulties of fame, which tempt one to bad habits, and a sense of betrayal by women and
associates who do not trust him.

In response, Drake has released two and a half hours of music across three new albums, each showcasing
different aspects of his persona: the resentful ICEMAN, the heartbroken HABIBTI, and the celebratory
MAID OF HONOUR. This extensive output is consistent with his style, which hinges on lengthy personal
reflections and self-justifications, reflecting his discomfort with silence.

Focusing on ICEMAN, the album cover draws on Michael Jackson’s famous sequined glove, hinting at a lack
of introspection from the artist. This raises questions about whether fans would accept a more reflective
side of Drake, as he seems locked in his own patterns.

While Drake's earlier music was entertaining, recent works lack the same fun. Critics note that his latest
offering is filled with themes of humiliation and self-pity. Tracks like “Make Them Pay” continue his
grievances about streaming issues, suggesting a fixation on these controversies rather than artistic growth.
This persistent complaint risks alienating listeners as he faces serious allegations concerning inflated
streaming metrics.

Vocabulary List:

downfall //'davn,fl// (noun): loss of power, position, or success

brevity //'breviti// (noun): shortness in time or few words

persona //p2'sovna// (noun): the public image someone shows to others
introspection //,intra'spekfan// (noun): thinking carefully about your own feelings
grievances //'gri:vansiz// (noun): complaints or feelings of unfair treatment

ouhkwNR

allegations //,zl1'geifanz// (noun): claims that someone did something wrong

Comprehension Questions
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Multiple Choice

1. What was the main challenge that Drake faced during the Super Bowl halftime show?

Option: Crafting a message for his fans
Option: Addressing his critics

Option: Competing with his rival
Option: Promoting his new album

2. How long of music has Drake released across three new albums?

Option: One hour

Option: Two hours

Option: Two and a half hours
Option: Three hours

3. Which persona represents Drake as resentful in his recent work?

Option: HABIBTI

Option: MAID OF HONOUR
Option: ICEMAN

Option: OVO

4. What does the album cover of ICEMAN draw inspiration from?

Option: Michael Jackson's sequined glove
Option: A famous painting

Option: A film poster

Option: A vintage album

5. What theme has been highlighted in Drake's recent works?

Option: Joy and celebration

Option: Humiliation and self-pity
Option: Adventure and exploration
Option: Romance and relationships

6. What is affecting the reception of Drake's latest music?

Option: His absence from the industry

Option: His focus on personal growth

Option: Allegations of inflated streaming metrics
Option: Change in musical style
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True-False

7. Drake's earlier music is characterized by themes of deep introspection.

8. Drake has released three new albums recently.

9. The themes in Drake's latest work have been received positively by all critics.

10. Drake faced his rivals during a major award show.

11. The MAID OF HONOUR persona reflects a celebration of success.

12. Drake's recent albums have primarily focused on themes of joy and happiness.

Gap-Fill

13. Drake faces his challenges in the hip-hop world during the

14. The album titled represents Drake's resentful side.

15. Drake's latest tracks focus heavily on themes of

16. Critics suggest that Drake's recent works lack the same as his earlier music.
17. Participants in the industry are concerned about allegations of streaming
metrics.

18. Drake's messages often reflect a sense of by women and associates.
Answer

Multiple Choice: 1. Competing with his rival 2. Two and a half hours 3. ICEMAN 4. Michael Jackson's sequined
glove 5. Humiliation and self-pity 6. Allegations of inflated streaming metrics

True-False: 7. False 8. True 9. False 10. True 11. True 12. False

Gap-Fill: 13. Super Bowl halftime show 14. ICEMAN 15. humiliation 16. fun 17. inflated 18. betrayal
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Vocabulary quizzes

Multiple Choice ( Select the Correct answer for each question. )

1. What does the term 'takedown' refer to in the context of online content?

Option: Remover of unauthorized content
Option: A type of documentary

Option: A competitive film

Option: An inspired screenplay

2. What does 'unauthorised' imply when discussing creative works?

Option: Properly licensed
Option: Without legal permission
Option: Approved by authorities
Option: Highly competitive

3. Which of these best defines 'collaboration'?

Option: Working alone

Option: Teamwork towards a common goal
Option: Avoiding partnerships

Option: Independence in business

4. What typically leads to public 'outcry'?

Option: Silent acceptance

Option: Social media campaigns

Option: Controversial actions or decisions
Option: Celebration events

5. What does it mean to 'halt' an action?

Option: To encourage further action

Option: To stop or pause something

Option: To increase the speed of the project
Option: To finalize a deal

6. When something is described as 'accessible’, it is considered?

Option: Hard to find

Option: Easy to reach or use
Option: Private and exclusive
Option: Outdated

7. What type of event typically ends with an 'ovation'?

Page 4
www.esl-news.com



e

ESL-NEWS
www.esl-news.com

Option: Quiet gatherings
Option: Public protests
Option: Art performances
Option: Corporate meetings

8. What is the significance of a 'premiere' in the film industry?

Option: The first showing of a film
Option: A private screening

Option: The final edits of a screenplay
Option: A bidding war for rights

9. Which of these indicates a 'competitive' environment?

Option: Everyone working collaboratively
Option: Strong rivalry for success
Option: Lack of interest

Option: General apathy

10. Being 'inspired' often leads one to?

Option: Stay stagnant
Option: Creative action
Option: Doubt oneself
Option: Fear change

Gap-Fill ( Fill in the blanks with the correct word from the vocabulary list. )

11. A 'biopic' is a film that depicts the life of a person.
12. 'Misguided' decisions often stem from a lack of or understanding.
13. A good 'screenplay' is crucial for a successful film.
14. Approval must be before using someone else's work.
15. 'Consent' is necessary when sharing others' in media.
16. Her years were crucial in developing her artistic style.
17. The company's was attributed to poor management decisions.
18. The of her speech was appreciated by the audience.
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19. His public was very different from his private life.

20. Journaling encourages and self-reflection.

Matching Sentences ( Match each definition to the correct word from the vocabulary list. )

21.

Employees filed several grievances against the management regarding unfair practices.

22.

The allegations made against the celebrity sparked widespread media attention.

23.

The documentary provided an in-depth look at climate change effects on the planet.

24,

After a long hiatus, the singer made a remarkable comeback with a new album.

25.

The artist aimed to convey deep emotions through her abstract paintings.

26.

Feminism advocates for equal rights and opportunities for all genders.

27.

He chose to be a househusband to support his wife's career while raising their children.

28.

The film was poignant, leaving many viewers in tears by the end.

29.

Queer literature challenges traditional narratives and embraces diverse perspectives.

30.

The auction witnessed intense bidding for the rare painting by a famous artist.

Answer

Multiple Choice: 1. Remover of unauthorized content 2. Without legal permission 3. Teamwork towards a
common goal 4. Controversial actions or decisions 5. To stop or pause something 6. Easy to reach or use
7. Art performances 8. The first showing of a film 9. Strong rivalry for success 10. Creative action

Gap-Fill: 11. real 12. knowledge 13. feature 14. obtained 15. stories 16. formative 17. downfall 18. brevity
19. persona 20. introspection

Matching sentence: 1. grievances 2. allegations 3. documentary 4. comeback 5. convey 6. feminism

7. househusband 8. poignant 9. queer 10. bidding
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