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DuckDuckGo Simplifies Access to ‘No-Al’ Search Engine Amid Traffic
Surge

Description

As traffic to alternative search engine DuckDuckGo increases, the company has introduced new browser
extensions that allow users to establish a no-Al search experience. This feature can be set as the default
search engine via the platform noai.duckduckgo.com.

Once activated, the extensions direct users to a search page devoid of Al-assisted answers, interactive chat
prompts, and a reduced presence of Al-generated images. Available for both Chrome and Firefox users,
these extensions also ensure that individuals who have transitioned to the DuckDuckGo browser retain their
Al settings, even after clearing their browsing history.

DuckDuckGo has positioned these extensions as a means to provide a consistent Al-free search experience.
This move comes in response to growing concerns about Al integration in search technologies, particularly
following Google’s announcement of a significant Al-first overhaul to its search engine at its developer
conference in early May.

Since this announcement, DuckDuckGo has experienced a substantial uptick in traffic. Recently, visits to its
no-Al search page surged nearly 30% week-over-week, with a remarkable 18.1% increase in app
installations in the U.S., where iOS downloads reached a peak growth of 69.9%.

The rising popularity of DuckDuckGo coincides with shifts in how Google presents search results, prioritising
Al-generated overviews that offer interactive components, such as graphs and mini-apps, while traditional
search links have become less prominent. However, not all users welcome this Al predominance, prompting
some to migrate towards alternative engines like DuckDuckGo and Kagi.

Following the introduction of the new extensions, DuckDuckGo plans to enhance its existing Privacy
Essentials extensions across various browsers to include controls for Al search preferences. Despite its focus
on providing a no-Al option, DuckDuckGo continues to offer an Al chatbot and a subscription service, which
provides access to advanced Al models and other protective features.
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Vocabulary List:

extensions //1k'stenfanz// (noun): small programs that add browser features
devoid //d1'void// (adjective): completely lacking; not having any of it
retain //ri'tein// (verb): keep something; not lose or give away

integration //,inta'greifan// (noun): joining of parts so they work together
overhaul //'ovvar,hol// (noun): big change to make something work better

o vk wne=

surged //s3:d3d// (verb): increased quickly and by a large amount

Comprehension Questions

Multiple Choice

1. What is the main purpose of the new browser extensions introduced by DuckDuckGo?

Option: To enhance Al-assisted search
Option: To provide a no-Al search experience
Option: To integrate more advertisements
Option: To simplify browsing

2. Which platforms are the DuckDuckGo extensions available for?

Option: Only Safari

Option: Chrome and Firefox

Option: Opera and Internet Explorer
Option: All major browsers

3. By how much did visits to DuckDuckGo's no-Al search page increase recently?

Option: 20%
Option: 25%
Option: 30%
Option: 35%

4. What percentage increase in app installations did DuckDuckGo experience in the U.S.?
Option: 15.2%
Option: 12.5%
Option: 18.1%
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Option: 20.0%

5. What significant change did Google announce regarding its search engine?

Option: A focus on privacy

Option: A substantial Al-first overhaul
Option: The introduction of DuckDuckGo
Option: Reducing search ads

6. DuckDuckGo's extensions are designed to retain Al settings after what action?
Option: Updating the browser
Option: Clearing browsing history

Option: Uninstalling the app
Option: Changing the default search engine

True-False

7. DuckDuckGo's new extensions are only available for Chrome users.

8. Users can establish a no-Al search experience using DuckDuckGo.

9. DuckDuckGo plans to introduce new advertising methods with its extensions.

10. DuckDuckGo has seen a significant increase in traffic following the announcement of Google's new Al
features.

11. The majority of users prefer Al-generated search results over traditional links.

12. DuckDuckGo's Privacy Essentials extensions will include controls for Al search preferences.

Gap-Fill

13. As traffic to alternative search engine DuckDuckGo increases, the company has introduced new

browser extensions that allow users to establish a no-Al search experience at

14. Users of DuckDuckGo can transition to the no-Al search experience while still retaining their Al settings,

even after their browsing history.
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15. Since Google's Al-first overhaul announcement, DuckDuckGo has experienced a substantial
in traffic.

16. DuckDuckGo provides a subscription service that includes access to advanced Al
and other protective features.

17. The rising popularity of DuckDuckGo coincides with shifts in how Google presents
results.

18. DuckDuckGo's extensions ensure individuals retain their Al settings regardless of

browsing history.

Answer

Multiple Choice: 1. To provide a no-Al search experience 2. Chrome and Firefox 3. 30% 4. 18.1% 5. A
substantial Al-first overhaul 6. Clearing browsing history

True-False: 7. False 8. True 9. False 10. True 11. False 12. True

Gap-Fill: 13. noai.duckduckgo.com 14. clearing 15. uptick 16. models 17. search

Vocabulary quizzes

Multiple Choice ( Select the Correct answer for each question. )

1. What does the word 'inadvertent' mean?

Option: Deliberate
Option: Accidental
Option: Conscious
Option: Intentional

2. Which of the following best describes 'rationale'?

Option: A detailed explanation
Option: A statistical analysis
Option: A set of reasons

Option: A philosophical argument
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. What does 'skepticism' refer to?

Option: An optimistic attitude

Option: A doubting or questioning approach
Option: A believing nature

Option: A scientific method

. What does it mean when something 'exacerbates' a situation?

Option: It improves the situation

Option: It complicates or worsens the situation
Option: It resolves the situation

Option: It makes the situation clear

. What does 'eclipse' refer to in a scientific context?

Option: A minor obstruction

Option: A cosmic event where one celestial body obscures another
Option: The darkening of the sun

Option: The end of a celestial cycle

. Which best describes 'inclement' weather?

Option: Mild and pleasant
Option: Stormy and harsh
Option: Sunny and clear
Option: Temperate and calm

. Who are 'enthusiasts'?

Option: People who are indifferent

Option: People who are passionate and interested
Option: People who are critical

Option: People who are experts

. The term 'geomagnetic' refers to what?

Option: Earth's magnetic field
Option: The geography of Earth
Option: The atmosphere of Earth
Option: Earth's gravitational pull

. What does 'rollout' commonly refer to?

Option: A product launch
Option: A technological failure
Option: A day of rest

Option: A financial loss
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10. What is meant by 'customisation'?

Option: Standardization of products

Option: Adjusted features to fit individual needs
Option: Removal of features

Option: Adding complexity to a product

Gap-Fill ( Fill in the blanks with the correct word from the vocabulary list. )

11. The sensitive information was by the government to protect national security.
12. It is important to the project's boundaries clearly to avoid misunderstandings.
13. The fog often the view of the mountains in the morning.

14. During the solar eclipse, the of the event lasted only a few minutes.

15. The moon is after the full moon phase, gradually becoming less visible.

16. To be successful, it is crucial to skilled workers in the company.

17. The __of technology into education has transformed learning experiences.

18. The tech company decided to its software to improve performance.

19. After the announcement of the new product, sales dramatically.

20. The new regulations were to bring significant changes in the industry.

Matching Sentences ( Match each definition to the correct word from the vocabulary list. )

21. Ignoring the symptoms often exacerbates the underlying health issues.

22. The aurora borealis is a natural phenomenon admired by many.

23. The dense foliage can obscure the view of the river.

24. The orientation program helped new employees adjust to the company culture.

25. We should stay indoors due to the inclement weather forecasted for the weekend.
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26. Our service offers customisation options to meet each client's unique needs.

27. The rollout of the new software version has been highly successful.

28. Birdwatching enthusiasts gathered in the park for the annual migration event.

29. Scientists study geomagnetic storms to better understand their impact on Earth.

30. The totality of the eclipse left onlookers in awe of the celestial event.

Answer

Multiple Choice: 1. Accidental 2. A set of reasons 3. A doubting or questioning approach 4. It complicates or
worsens the situation 5. A cosmic event where one celestial body obscures another 6. Stormy and harsh

7. People who are passionate and interested 8. Earth's magnetic field 9. A product launch 10. Adjusted
features to fit individual needs

Gap-Fill: 11. withheld 12. delineate 13. obscures 14. totality 15. waning 16. retain 17. integration 18.
overhaul 19. surged 20. anticipated

Matching sentence: 1. exacerbates 2. phenomenon 3. obscure 4. orientation 5. inclement 6. customisation
7. rollout 8. enthusiasts 9. geomagnetic 10. totality
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