ESL-NEWS
www.esl-news.com

Elon Musk Calls Trump Adviser Navarro a ‘Moron’ Over Tesla Remarks
Description

Elon Musk recently criticized President Donald Trump's trade adviser, Peter Navarro, labeling him a "moron"
due to comments Navarro made regarding Musk's electric vehicle company, Tesla. Musk, who also holds a
position in the Trump administration, described Navarro as "dumber than a sack of bricks" in posts on his
social media platform, X.

This exchange stemmed from an interview in which Navarro dismissed Musk's role in manufacturing,
stating, “He’s not a car manufacturer. He's a car assembler in many cases.” During this interview, Navarro
expressed a desire to see more automotive parts produced in the United States, aligning with Trump's tariff
policies aimed at revitalizing American manufacturing.

Musk countered Navarro’s assertions, claiming they were “demonstrably false,” and highlighted that Tesla is
the most vertically integrated auto manufacturer in America, with the highest percentage of parts made in
the U.S. He backed his argument with a 2023 article from Kelley Blue Book, citing Cars.com, which affirmed
Tesla's commitment to U.S. manufacturing.

Technology analyst Dan Ives noted that while Tesla is somewhat insulated from tariffs compared to
traditional automakers like GM and Ford, they still source many parts from abroad, particularly from China.
He warned that existing tariffs could disrupt Tesla's supply chain and impact its competitive edge.

This public disagreement illustrates a significant rift between Musk and Trump's trade team, as Musk has
frequently hinted at discontent with the administration’s trade policies. Other supporters of Trump have
echoed concerns about the economic effects of tariffs, signaling a broader discontent among American
business leaders regarding current trade strategies.

Vocabulary List:

Criticized /'kritr,sarzd/ (verb): Express disapproval of someone or something.
Assertions /a's3:rfanz/ (noun): Confident statements of fact or belief.

Tariff /'teerif/ (noun): A tax imposed on imported goods.

Revitalizing / ri:'vaitalaizin/ (verb): Bringing new life or vigor to something.
Insulated /'insslertid/ (adjective): Protected from outside influence or disturbance.
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Disrupt /dis'rapt/ (verb): To interrupt the normal course or continuity of something.

Vocabulary quizzes
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Multiple Choice ( Select the Correct answer for each question. )

1. What is a tax on imported or exported goods called?

Option: Disparity
Option: Financial
Option: Tariff
Option: Revitalizing

2. What is the term for publicly supporting or recommending a particular cause or policy?

Option: Advocating
Option: Infrastructure
Option: Optimistic
Option: Mitigate

3. What are measures taken to protect or secure something?

Option: Safeguards
Option: Burden
Option: Compelled
Option: Insulated

Gap-Fill ( Fill in the blanks with the correct word from the vocabulary list. )

4. The government announced a plan aimed at the country's economy.

5. Small businesses may qualify for a tax based on their annual revenue.

Matching Sentences ( Match each definition to the correct word from the vocabulary list. )

6. Companies that produce goods in factories or plants.

7. Protected from outside influences or disruptions.

Answer

Multiple Choice: 1. Tariff 2. Advocating 3. Safeguards
Gap-Fill: 4. Revitalizing 5. Exemption
Matching sentence: 1. Manufacturers 2. Insulated
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