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Elon Musk criticizes astronaut over space station accusations.
Description

One does not require formal education in aerospace engineering to discern that Elon Musk's self-esteem is
as delicate as a Tesla in freezing temperatures. Recently, Musk's volatile temperament was put on display
as he engaged in a heated exchange with an astronaut and former SpaceX pilot who challenged a falsehood
he had propagated.

Andreas Mogensen, a Danish engineer and astronaut who piloted SpaceX's Crew-7 mission to the
International Space Station (ISS) in 2023, took issue with Musk's claim that two astronauts currently in low
orbit at the ISS had been abandoned for political reasons. Musk, in a fit of anger, resorted to derogatory
language towards Mogensen, who had previously piloted one of Musk's spacecrafts.

The astronauts in question, NASA's Suni Williams and Butch Wilmore, are scheduled to return to Earth with
SpaceX's Crew-9 mission in March. Their prolonged stay at the ISS was necessitated by technical
complications with Boeing's Starliner spacecraft, which rendered their original return plan unsafe.

Musk’s outburst has drawn attention to potential conflicts of interest, especially in light of SpaceX’s
significant government contracts. NASA recently awarded SpaceX a substantial contract for the
decommissioning of the ISS by 2030, a decision that Musk has sought to expedite to 2027.

In a bold move, Musk advocated for accelerating the deorbiting of the ISS on social media, citing its
diminished utility compared to future endeavors such as Mars exploration. While the final decision rests with
the President, Musk expressed his strong recommendation for an early decommissioning.

This incident not only sheds light on the intricacies of space exploration and intergovernmental relations but
also underscores the importance of clear communication and collaboration in the advancement of scientific
endeavors. Musk's clash with Mogensen serves as a reminder of the complexities that accompany cutting-
edge technologies and the need for diplomacy in navigating such challenges.

Vocabulary List:

Volatile /'vol.a.til/ (adjective): Liable to change rapidly and unpredictably especially for the worse.
Derogatory /di'rng.s.tar.i/ (adjective): Showing a critical or disrespectful attitude.

Complications / kompli'keifanz/ (noun): Difficulties or problems that arise in a situation or process.
Expedite /'ck.spa.dart/ (verb): To make an action or process happen sooner or be accomplished more quickly.
Diminished /di'min.ift/ (adjective): Made smaller or less in amount importance or intensity.
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Diplomacy /d1'plas.ma.si/ (noun): The profession activity or skill of managing international relations and
negotiations.
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