
Elon Musk Faces Lawsuit Over AI-Generated Blade Runner Imagery

Description

At present, it remains profoundly uncertain whether any of the autonomous vehicles showcased during
Tesla's We, Robot presentation will ultimately be commercialized. Nonetheless, a production company
associated with Blade Runner 2049 has initiated legal proceedings against Elon Musk, asserting that he
unlawfully appropriated their intellectual property for the event.

Today, Alcon Entertainment, the Los Angeles-based production entity behind Blade Runner 2049, has filed a
lawsuit against Tesla, Elon Musk, and Warner Bros. Discovery, alleging the illicit utilization of an AI image
generator to fabricate promotional artwork evocative of stills from the 2017 science fiction film. Alcon,
which holds the copyright to Blade Runner 2049, claims that a request for imagery was submitted by WBD
and Tesla on the afternoon of October 10, mere hours before the event’s commencement on the Warner
Bros. lot in California.

Although WBD possesses certain licensing rights pertaining to Blade Runner 2049, the international live-
streaming of the event necessitated direct clearance from Alcon. Upon notification of the matter, Alcon's
legal and licensing divisions promptly issued a categorical denial, underscoring the imperative to avert any
potential misunderstandings during the event.

“Any judicious brand contemplating a partnership with Tesla must account for Musk’s frequently
unpredictable and politicized conduct, which at times borders on hate speech,” the lawsuit articulates.
“Alcon sought to dissociate Blade Runner 2049 from Musk and his enterprises for these compelling reasons.”

Contrary to Alcon's explicit refusal, it is alleged that Tesla proceeded to input imagery from Blade Runner 
2049 into the AI generator to construct what has been described as a “lightly stylized faux screen still,”
prominently featured during the We, Robot exposition. Within the course of the event, Musk invoked the 
Blade Runner franchise by name while delineating sci-fi portrayals of the future, coinciding with a livestream
segment depicting an individual garbed in a duster, positioned against a dystopian urban backdrop.

An image from Tesla’s We, Robot event.
Tesla

In addition to the overarching copyright infringement claims, Alcon contends it was never apprised of any
contracts between Tesla and WBD, which were essential for the We, Robot event. This agreement
purportedly endowed Tesla with the rights to utilize Warner Bros.’ facilities and equipment, and Alcon
suspects it also entailed promotional conditions that “permitted or possibly mandated Tesla to explicitly
associate the Cybercab with one or more films from the studio’s portfolio.

The specifics of the damages sought by Alcon remain unspecified within the lawsuit; however, it conveys a
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clear conviction that Musk, Tesla, and WBD were acutely aware of the unauthorized nature of the utilized
imagery and the ulterior motives underpinning its deployment, thereby allegedly endorsing this improper
initiative.

Vocabulary List:

1. Autonomous /???t?n?m?s/ (adjective): Having the ability to operate independently.

2. Commercialized /k??m?r???la?zd/ (verb): To exploit or utilize for profit.

3. Illicit /??l?s.?t/ (adjective): Forbidden by laws rules or customs.

4. Utilization /?ju?t?la??ze???n/ (noun): The action of making practical and effective use of something.

5. Denial /d??na?.?l/ (noun): The action of declaring something to be untrue.

6. Allegation /?æl.???e?.??n/ (noun): A claim or assertion that someone has done something illegal or wrong.

Vocabulary quizzes

Multiple Choice  ( Select the Correct answer for each question. ) 

1. Which adjective describes a person who has a compelling charm or attractiveness? 

    Option: Appealing
    Option: Dull
    Option: Chaotic
    Option: Stale

2. What is the price or cost of something especially in terms of negative consequences? 

    Option: Benefit
    Option: Profit
    Option: Loss
    Option: Cost

3. Which word means to start or undertake a journey or course of action? 

    Option: Endured
    Option: Stopped
    Option: Commenced
    Option: Deferred

4. What is a claim or assertion that someone has done something wrong or illegal typically without proof? 
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    Option: Fact
    Option: Assumption
    Option: Alibi
    Option: Accusation

5. Which term refers to something that operates independently or self-governs? 

    Option: Dependent
    Option: Democratic
    Option: Isolated
    Option: Independent

6. What adjective describes something that is attractive or tempting? 

    Option: Repulsive
    Option: Distracting
    Option: Unappealing
    Option: Appealing

7. Which word means to attract and hold the interest or attention of someone? 

    Option: Bore
    Option: Tolerate
    Option: Repel
    Option: Fascinate

8. What is the monitoring of behavior activities or information for the purpose of gathering information? 

    Option: Intervention
    Option: Privacy
    Option: Observation
    Option: Isolation

9. Which adverb relates to the study of organisms and their interactions with each other and their environment? 

    Option: Scientifically
    Option: Botanically
    Option: Biologically
    Option: Environmentally

10. What is a state of commotion or loud and confused noise typically caused by a crowd of people? 

    Option: Silence
    Option: Peace
    Option: Calmness
    Option: Chaos

Gap-Fill  ( Fill in the blanks with the correct word from the vocabulary list. ) 

11. The once unique artisanal product became  after it gained mass appeal in the 
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market. 

12. Despite the evidence presented he maintained his  of involvement in the 

scandal. 

13. The heated  between the two rivals ended with both parties walking away 

angry and unsatisfied. 

14. In the sports arena athletes must continuously  with injuries and setbacks to 

achieve success. 

15. The virtual reality game completely  players in a realistic and interactive 

world. 

16. His actions truly  the spirit of generosity and kindness. 

17. The new apartment complex boasts its  to public transportation and shopping 

centers. 

18. Efficient  of resources is crucial for sustainable development in a rapidly 

changing world. 

19. The company faced multiple  of unethical practices that tarnished its 

reputation. 

20. The neighborhood is known for its  residents and luxurious mansions. 

Matching Sentences  ( Match each definition to the correct word from the vocabulary list. ) 

21. The action movie featured thrilling performed by expert stunt performers.

22. The heartfelt message left an mark on the recipient touching them deeply.

23. The art gallery was dedicated to local artists and their creative works.

24. The historical novel vividly the life and adventures of a legendary explorer.

25. The ancient myth told the tale of the deity's human among mortals.

26. The crime thriller revolved around the protagonist's fight to prove his innocence and avoid .

27. The investigation revealed a pattern of and intimidation tactics used by the criminal organization.

ESL-NEWS
www.esl-news.com

ESL-NEWS.COM

Page 4
www.esl-news.com



28. The lawyer argued that the accident was caused by the defendant's and lack of care.

29. The new policy was officially by the board after months of deliberation.

30. The controversial decision sparked widespread and heated debates among the community.

Answer

Multiple Choice: 1. Appealing 2. Cost 3. Commenced 4. Accusation 5. Independent 6. Appealing 7. Fascinate
8. Observation 9. Environmentally 10. Chaos
Gap-Fill: 11. commercialized 12. denial 13. confrontation 14. contend 15. immerses 16. embodied 17. proximity
18. utilization 19. allegations 20. affluent
Matching sentence: 1. Stunts 2. Indelible 3. Showcasing 4. Chronicles 5. Incarnation 6. Incarceration 7. Coercion
8. Negligence 9. Sanctioned 10. Controversy
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