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Embrace the NBA All-Star Game as Top Entertainment!
Description

"Goodbye to the old days," Nikki Giovanni wrote in a book.

People talk about how NBA All-Star Games used to be more competitive. They want players to try harder.
But times have changed. Today's players are more athletic and play a tough schedule. The All-Star Game is
more for fun now.

The NBA has tried many things to make the All-Star Game exciting again. But it's hard to make an exhibition
game competitive. This year, they had a mini-tournament format, but it didn't make much of a difference.
The real competition comes in the playoffs, not in an All-Star Game.

Next year, the NBA could honor the Harlem Globetrotters and the New York Renaissance team. These
historic teams were important in basketball history. This could be a way to recognize Black history in
basketball.

Learning about the history of these teams might make players take the game more seriously. It would be a
meaningful tribute and a way to celebrate the Black men who played for these iconic teams.

The All-Star Game is just for fun, but honoring these teams would be a powerful tribute to basketball history.

Vocabulary List:

Competitive /kam'petitiv/ (adjective): Involving competition; able to compete.

Exhibition / eksi'bifon/ (noun): A public display or demonstration of something.

Tribute /'tribju:t/ (noun): An act statement or gift intended to show gratitude respect or admiration.
Athletic /=6'lctik/ (adjective): Physically strong fit and active.

Recognize /'rekagnaiz/ (verb): Identify or acknowledge something or someone as being valid or important.
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Meaningful /'mi:ninfal/ (adjective): Having significance or purpose.

Comprehension Questions

Multiple Choice

1. According to the text, how have NBA All-Star Games changed over time?
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Option: They have become more competitive
Option: Players are less athletic now

Option: They are primarily focused on playoffs
Option: They are now more for fun

2. What did the NBA try to make the All-Star Game exciting again this year?

Option: Adding new teams to the roster

Option: Implementing a mini-tournament format
Option: Changing the game rules

Option: Increasing player salaries

3. What could be a way to recognize Black history in basketball according to the text?

Option: Honoring the Miami Heat

Option: Celebrating current NBA stars

Option: Honoring the Harlem Globetrotters and New York Renaissance team
Option: Hosting more All-Star Games

4. What is the main purpose of the All-Star Game according to the text?

Option: To determine the best team in the NBA
Option: To showcase individual player talents
Option: To simulate playoff intensity

Option: To provide entertainment and fun

5. How does the text suggest players might react to learning about the historic teams?

Option: Become less interested in basketball
Option: Take the game more seriously
Option: Ignore basketball history

Option: Quit playing basketball

6. What would honoring the historic teams be according to the text?

Option: A requirement for players

Option: An unnecessary distraction

Option: A powerful tribute to basketball history
Option: An irrelevant gesture

True-False

7. According to the text, NBA All-Star Games used to be more competitive.
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8. The real competition in basketball comes during the All-Star Game according to the text.

9. Next year, the NBA plans to honor the Miami Heat team.

10. The main focus of the All-Star Game is now entertainment rather than competition.

11. The historic teams mentioned, Harlem Globetrotters and New York Renaissance, were important in
basketball history.

12. Learning about the history of iconic basketball teams may not impact players’ seriousness towards the
game as per the text.

Gap-Fill
13. The NBA All-Star Game used to be more , but now it's more for fun.
14. The real competition in basketball comes in the , hot in an All-Star Game.

15. Next year, the NBA could honor the Harlem Globetrotters and the New York Renaissance team to
recognize in basketball.

16. Learning about the history of these teams might make players take the game more

17. Honoring these historic teams would be a powerful tribute to basketball

18. The All-Star Game is just for , but honoring these teams would be meaningful.

Answer

Multiple Choice: 1. They are now more for fun 2. Implementing a mini-tournament format 3. Honoring the
Harlem Globetrotters and New York Renaissance team 4. To provide entertainment and fun 5. Take the
game more seriously 6. A powerful tribute to basketball history

True-False: 7. False 8. False 9. False 10. True 11. True 12. False

Gap-Fill: 13. competitive 14. playoffs 15. Black history 16. seriously 17. history 18. fun

CATEGORY

1. Entertainment - LEVEL1
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