
ER Doctor Highlights Common Plotline in Pitt’s Season 2

Description

The popular medical drama "The Pitt" is currently exploring a significant plot point: the shutdown of
electronic medical records. This situation, while dramatic in the show, is described by a real emergency
room doctor as a common occurrence in hospitals. When these medical records become inaccessible, it can
lead to considerable challenges for healthcare professionals.

This season, "The Pitt" has featured several instances where electronic medical records had to be turned off
to prevent hacking. However, according to Dr. J Mack Slaughter, such shutdowns can happen regularly, with
downtime lasting anywhere from 20 minutes to three hours. He emphasizes that this issue can arise at
inconvenient times, particularly when the emergency room is busy with patients needing immediate
attention.

Dr. Slaughter shared his own experience of working a night shift when electronic records went down,
describing the situation as an “absolute nightmare.” He explained that these outages disrupt not only the
workflow but also patient care. Sometimes, these shutdowns occur due to routine maintenance, causing
similar chaos in the emergency department.

Dr. Slaughter highlighted the critical reliance on electronic systems for patient safety and information
management, stating that the inability to access medical records halts the department's operations. Despite
the need for solutions to prevent such outages, no immediate fixes are available. Fans of "The Pitt" hope for
fewer disruptions in the show's next season.

Vocabulary List:

1. shutdown //ˈʃʌtˌdaʊn// (noun): a time when a system is turned off
2. inaccessible //ˌɪnəkˈsɛsəbəl// (adjective): cannot be reached or used by people
3. hacking //ˈhækɪŋ// (noun): breaking into computer systems to harm or steal
4. workflow //ˈwɜrkfloʊ// (noun): the usual order of work tasks in a system
5. maintenance //ˈmeɪntənəns// (noun): work to keep equipment or systems working
6. disrupt //dɪsˈrʌpt// (verb): to stop something normal from working
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Multiple Choice

1. What is the current significant plot point being explored in 'The Pitt'? 
    Option: Shutdown of electronic medical records
    Option: Introduction of a new character
    Option: A hospital strike
    Option: A merger with another hospital

2. Who described the shutdown of electronic medical records as a common occurrence? 
    Option: An actor on the show
    Option: Dr. J Mack Slaughter
    Option: A nurse
    Option: A hospital administrator

3. How long can the downtime of electronic medical records last, according to Dr. Slaughter? 
    Option: 5 minutes to 20 minutes
    Option: 20 minutes to three hours
    Option: One hour to five hours
    Option: Three hours to six hours

4. What is one reason for the shutdown of electronic medical records mentioned? 
    Option: Power outage
    Option: Hacking prevention
    Option: Software updates
    Option: System overload

5. What does Dr. Slaughter emphasize about electronic systems? 
    Option: They are unnecessary
    Option: They are costly
    Option: They are critical for patient safety
    Option: They slow down the process

6. What is the hope of fans regarding the next season of 'The Pitt'? 
    Option: More drama
    Option: Fewer disruptions
    Option: Longer episodes
    Option: New characters
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True-False

7. 'The Pitt' has featured various instances of electronic medical records being shut down. 

8. Dr. Slaughter has never experienced a shutdown during his shifts. 

9. Shutdowns of electronic records typically disrupt workflow and patient care. 

10. According to the narrative, electronic medical records are never turned off due to maintenance. 

11. The need for solutions to prevent outages is not discussed in the show. 

12. Fans of 'The Pitt' are indifferent about the issues presented in the show. 

Gap-Fill

13. The current plot of 'The Pitt' involves the shutdown of electronic medical  . 

14. Dr. Slaughter describes outages as an absolute  . 

15. Downtime can range from 20 minutes to  hours. 

16. The reliance on electronic systems is critical for patient  and information 

management. 

17. These shutdowns can occur at  times, particularly when the emergency room is 

busy. 

18. Dr. Slaughter mentioned that no immediate  are available to prevent outages. 

Answer
Multiple Choice: 1. Shutdown of electronic medical records 2. Dr. J Mack Slaughter 3. 20 minutes to three 
hours 4. Hacking prevention 5. They are critical for patient safety 6. Fewer disruptions
True-False: 7. True 8. False 9. True 10. False 11. False 12. False
Gap-Fill: 13. records 14. nightmare 15. three 16. safety 17. inconvenient 18. fixes
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