
Ex-Model Testifies in Weinstein’s Retrial: Key Evidence Uncovered

Description

Several days into the inaugural sexual assault trial of Harvey Weinstein in 2020, prosecutors engaged for
the first time in a clandestine conversation with a former model who accused him of coercing her into oral
sex.

However, the jury was never privy to Kaja Sokola’s allegation. Prosecutors remarked that investigations into
her claims were ongoing during Weinstein’s February 2020 conviction, which was primarily founded on the
testimonies of other accusers.

Recently, Sokola commenced her narrative before a new jury, as reported by the Associated Press.

As she approached the witness stand in a Manhattan courtroom, Sokola deliberately averted her gaze from
Weinstein, who has seen his previous rape and sexual assault conviction overturned by an appellate court,
prompting a retrial that now includes additional charges based on her allegations.

While recounting her life prior to the purported 2006 assault, Sokola noticed Weinstein observing her with
his hand shielding his mouth.

Weinstein, aged 73, continues to maintain a plea of not guilty across all charges. His defense team posits
that the accusers engaged consensually, motivated by aspirations of securing roles in the entertainment
industry, highlighting that many maintained contact with him long after the alleged incidents.

Conversely, the women assert that Weinstein exploited the allure of cinematic opportunities to manipulate
and victimize them.

The Polish-born Sokola, now 39, is a psychotherapist and author who recently inaugurated her own film
production company. Following a surge of allegations against Weinstein that ignited the #MeToo movement
in 2017, she pursued legal action, ultimately obtaining $3.5 million in compensation.

Testifying, Sokola revealed her initial disinterest in modeling—her true passions lay in acting and
writing—yet her mother and sister compelled her to participate in a Polish modeling competition at the
tender age of 14, leading to an agency contract that entangled her in the demands of a burgeoning career
during middle school.

The following two years constituted a rapid evolution into adulthood, culminating in her arrival in New York
at the age of 16, embarking on the modeling circuit without familial support.

Expected to continue her testimony, Sokola has yet to be questioned regarding the specifics of her
encounter with Weinstein, whom she first met during her 2002 trip to New York for modeling endeavors.

Her lawsuits assert that following their initial meeting, Weinstein invited her to lunch under the guise of
career discussion, only to subsequently assault her. The allegations encompass prolonged harassment and
emotional abuse extending over several years.
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The criminal charge pertains to a singular incident in which Sokola alleges Weinstein forcibly performed oral
sex upon her in a Manhattan hotel during May 2006, following his orchestration of her role as an extra in
"The Nanny Diaries."

As she attempted to impress her visiting sister during this encounter, her sister remarked that Sokola's
demeanor upon her return was marked by tension, akin to that of someone awaiting critical academic
results or the outcome of the Oscars.

Dr. Ewa Sokola expressed her shock upon discovering the allegations over a decade later through a
magazine article.

Weinstein’s counsel will soon have the opportunity to interrogate Sokola. They have previously raised
questions regarding the lengthy interval before her accusations surfaced, while prosecutors emphasize that
the fear engendered by Weinstein's preeminence and influence dissuaded many victims from speaking up.

Investigations into Sokola’s claims commenced when her attorneys approached prosecutors on the eve of
Weinstein’s initial trial. However, inquiries were shelved following his conviction and the onset of the
pandemic.

The investigation into Sokola's allegations was rekindled after the highest court in New York annulled
Weinstein’s conviction.

Weinstein's legal team endeavored, albeit unsuccessfully, to exclude Sokola’s allegations from the retrial,
claiming prosecutors illicitly introduced additional charges to reinforce other accusers’ credibility.

Another accuser, Miriam Haley, testified last week regarding similar misconduct by Weinstein in 2006. The
third accuser, Jessica Mann, is anticipated to provide testimony in the near future.

Vocabulary List:

1. Allegation /ˌæləˈɡeɪʃən/ (noun): A claim or assertion that someone has done something illegal or wrong typically 
one made without proof.

2. Coerce /koʊˈɜːrs/ (verb): To persuade an unwilling person to do something by using force or threats.
3. Testimony /ˈtɛstəˌmoʊni/ (noun): A formal statement usually given in a court of law where a witness speaks 

about what they know or have experienced.
4. Exploitation /ˌɛksplɔɪˈteɪʃən/ (noun): The action of making use of and benefiting from resources or a situation 

often in an unfair or selfish way.
5. Manipulate /məˈnɪpjʊleɪt/ (verb): To handle or control a tool mechanism etc. typically in a skillful manner; to 

control or influence someone or something cleverly or unscrupulously.
6. Surge /sɜrdʒ/ (noun): A sudden powerful forward or upward movement often in reference to a sudden increase 

in something.
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Vocabulary quizzes

Multiple Choice  ( Select the Correct answer for each question. ) 

1. Which of the following words best describes a person who is highly distinguished or famous? 
    Option: Incisive
    Option: Vehement
    Option: Illustrious
    Option: Derogatory

2. What term is used to describe creating a lasting impression or effect? 
    Option: Emblem
    Option: Resonate
    Option: Allegation
    Option: Pivotal

3. Which word means to hold something dear or valued? 
    Option: Nuanced
    Option: Cherished
    Option: Exploitation
    Option: Triumph

4. What term is used to describe formal complaints or objections? 
    Option: Elation
    Option: Grievances
    Option: Surge
    Option: Tribute

5. Which term refers to a minor wrongdoing or offense? 
    Option: Arrest
    Option: Misdemeanor
    Option: Disorderly
    Option: Intervention

6. Which word means the action of becoming involved in a situation to alter its course or improve its 
outcome? 
    Option: Incisive
    Option: Denunciation
    Option: Intervention
    Option: Manipulate
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7. What term refers to enthusiastic approval or public praise for someone or something? 
    Option: Acclaim
    Option: Pivotal
    Option: Tribute
    Option: Derogatory

8. Which term means showing a critical or disrespectful attitude? 
    Option: Allegation
    Option: Derogatory
    Option: Exploitation
    Option: Surge

9. What word best describes a great victory or achievement? 
    Option: Incisive
    Option: Triumph
    Option: Cherished
    Option: Emblem

10. Which term means having deep insight or understanding? 
    Option: Profound
    Option: Nuanced
    Option: Tribute
    Option: Elation

Gap-Fill  ( Fill in the blanks with the correct word from the vocabulary list. ) 

11. His  denunciation of the government policies impressed the audience. 

12. The national flag is an important  of a country’s identity. 

13. Some individuals try to  others for their personal gain. 

14. The ceremony was a heartfelt  to the achievements of the leaders. 

15. There was a sudden  in the number of visitors to the museum after the 

renovation. 

16. The police are investigating the  of corruption within the company. 
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17. Her  analysis of the situation helped to resolve the issue quickly. 

18. The meeting played a  role in determining the future direction of the project. 

19. The company was accused of unfair  of its workers. 

20. The government announced plans for the  of the old railway tracks. 

Matching Sentences  ( Match each definition to the correct word from the vocabulary list. ) 

21. The film's ending left many viewers in tears.

22. Hiking on the narrow icy path was extremely dangerous and .

23. The family heirloom was a possession passed down for generations.

24. Winning the championship brought them a sense of and joy.

25. The public of the corrupt officials led to their resignation.

26. The soldier fought bravely despite being outnumbered.

27. The police made an after the suspect was caught on camera stealing.

28. The fans became after their team lost the match.

29. The author's writing style was so that it appealed to readers of all ages.

30. The dictator used his power to the population into submission.

Answer
Multiple Choice: 1. Illustrious 2. Resonate 3. Cherished 4. Grievances 5. Misdemeanor 6. Intervention 7. 
Acclaim 8. Derogatory 9. Triumph 10. Profound
Gap-Fill: 11. Vehement 12. Emblem 13. Manipulate 14. Tribute 15. Surge 16. Allegation 17. Incisive 18. 
Pivotal 19. Exploitation 20. Dismantling
Matching sentence: 1. Poignant 2. Treacherous 3. Cherished 4. Elation 5. Denunciation 6. Embattled 7. Arrest
8. Disorderly 9. Nuanced 10. Coerce

CATEGORY

1. Entertainment - LEVEL6
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