
Exploring Adolescence in ‘Train Dreams’ and ‘Sorry Baby’

Description

The 41st Film Independent Spirit Awards were held on Sunday afternoon at the Hollywood Palladium. This
event highlights the best independent films and television shows of the year.

The film Train Dreams and Sorry, Baby emerged as top winners. Train Dreams received awards for Best
Feature, Best Director, and Best Cinematography. Sorry, Baby won the awards for Best Screenplay and Best
Supporting Performance. Additionally, Alex Russell’s Lurker took home awards for Best First Feature and
Best First Screenplay. Netflix's series Adolescence was the standout of the night, winning four awards.

Among the winners hoping for success at the Oscars are Rose Byrne, who won Best Performance for If I Had 
Legs I’d Kick You, and Adolpho Veloso, who was recognised for Best Cinematography for Train Dreams. 
The Perfect Neighbor won Best Documentary, while The Secret Agent from Brazil received the Best
International Film award.

Reflecting on the previous year's trends, Train Dreams appears to be a strong contender for the Oscars on
March 15.

The ceremony, hosted by former SNL star Ego Nwodim, has evolved in recent years. Traditionally held the
day before the Oscars, it has now moved to the middle of awards season. This year marked the first event
at the Palladium, after years at the beach venue in Santa Monica.

Vocabulary List:

1. Cinematography /ˌsɪnəˈmætəɡrəfi/ (noun): The art of filming movies including the camera work and lighting.
2. Independent /ˌɪndɪˈpɛndənt/ (adjective): Not controlled or influenced by others; self-sufficient.
3. Documentary /ˌdɒkjʊˈmɛntri/ (noun): A non-fiction film that documents reality for the purposes of instruction 

education or maintaining a historical record.
4. Contender /kənˈtɛndər/ (noun): A person or thing competing with others to achieve a goal especially in 

competitions.
5. Evolved /ɪˈvɒlvd/ (verb): Developed gradually especially from a simple to a more complex form.
6. Highlight /ˈhaɪ.laɪt/ (verb): To emphasize or make something stand out; to bring attention to.

Comprehension Questions
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Multiple Choice

1. Which film won the award for Best Feature at the 41st Film Independent Spirit Awards? 
    Option: Train Dreams
    Option: Sorry, Baby
    Option: Lurker
    Option: Adolescence

2. Who won the award for Best Performance at the 41st Film Independent Spirit Awards? 
    Option: Rose Byrne
    Option: Adolpho Veloso
    Option: Alex Russell
    Option: Ego Nwodim

3. Which film won the award for Best International Film at the 41st Film Independent Spirit Awards? 
    Option: The Perfect Neighbor
    Option: Train Dreams
    Option: The Secret Agent
    Option: Sorry, Baby

4. Who hosted the 41st Film Independent Spirit Awards ceremony? 
    Option: Ego Nwodim
    Option: Rose Byrne
    Option: Adolpho Veloso
    Option: Alex Russell

5. How many awards did Netflix's series "Adolescence" win at the 41st Film Independent Spirit Awards? 
    Option: Two
    Option: Three
    Option: Four
    Option: Five

6. Which film won the award for Best Screenplay at the 41st Film Independent Spirit Awards? 
    Option: Train Dreams
    Option: Sorry, Baby
    Option: Lurker
    Option: Adolescence
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True-False

7. Rose Byrne won the award for Best Cinematography at the 41st Film Independent Spirit Awards. 

8. The 41st Film Independent Spirit Awards were held at the beach venue in Santa Monica. 

9. Train Dreams is predicted to be a strong contender for the Oscars on March 15. 

10. The 41st Film Independent Spirit Awards recognized achievements in independent films and television 
shows. 

11. Adolpho Veloso won the award for Best Director at the 41st Film Independent Spirit Awards. 

12. Ego Nwodim is a former SNL star who hosted the 41st Film Independent Spirit Awards ceremony. 

Gap-Fill

13. The film "Sorry, Baby" won the award for Best  at the 41st Film Independent 

Spirit Awards. 

14. Alex Russell’s film "Lurker" won awards for Best First Feature and Best First 

at the 41st Film Independent Spirit Awards. 

15. Netflix's series "Adolescence" was the standout of the night, winning 

awards at the 41st Film Independent Spirit Awards. 

16. The event at the Palladium marked the first time the 41st Film Independent Spirit Awards were not held 

at the beach venue in . 

18. The film "Sorry, Baby" won the award for Best  Performance at the 41st Film 

Independent Spirit Awards. 
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Answer
Multiple Choice: 1. Train Dreams 2. Rose Byrne 3. The Secret Agent 4. Ego Nwodim 5. Four 6. Sorry, Baby
True-False: 7. False 8. False 9. True 10. True 11. False 12. True
Gap-Fill: 13. Screenplay 15. four 16. Santa Monica 18. Supporting

Vocabulary quizzes

Multiple Choice  ( Select the Correct answer for each question. ) 

1. Which aspect of filmmaking involves the art and technique of film production? 
    Option: Editing
    Option: Cinematography
    Option: Screenwriting
    Option: Directing

2. What term is used to describe a participant who is likely to win or succeed in a competition? 
    Option: Underdog
    Option: Contender
    Option: Novice
    Option: Observer

3. Which type of film explores new ideas and techniques in filmmaking? 
    Option: Commercial
    Option: Traditional
    Option: Experimental
    Option: Mainstream

4. What term is used to describe a person who takes reckless risks? 
    Option: Daredevil
    Option: Conservative
    Option: Cautious
    Option: Prudent

5. Which term refers to working together with others for a common goal? 
    Option: Individualism
    Option: Collaboration
    Option: Isolation
    Option: Separation
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6. Which term describes behavior that is hostile forceful or attacking? 
    Option: Passivity
    Option: Aggression
    Option: Pacifism
    Option: Tolerance

7. What term is used to describe a series of films that share a common setting and characters? 
    Option: Trilogy
    Option: Sequel
    Option: Franchise
    Option: Spin-off

8. Which term represents the quality of being thankful or showing appreciation? 
    Option: Indifference
    Option: Gratitude
    Option: Resentment
    Option: Contempt

9. What term is used to describe the most significant or interesting part of something? 
    Option: Backdrop
    Option: Lowlight
    Option: Highlight
    Option: Obscure

10. Which term refers to the main attraction or featured performer? 
    Option: Supporting Act
    Option: Background Performer
    Option: Headliner
    Option: Hypeman

Gap-Fill  ( Fill in the blanks with the correct word from the vocabulary list. ) 

11. A  film presents factual descriptions or information about real events people or 

places. 

12. The feeling of  often arises when reminiscing about the past. 

13. An  is an event or occurrence often unexpected or unpleasant. 

14. The police are  the crime scene to gather evidence. 

ESL-NEWS
www.esl-news.com

ESL-NEWS.COM

Page 5
www.esl-news.com



15. The team doctor is assessing the players'  after the intense match. 

16. The mountain climb will be a  journey due to the harsh weather conditions. 

17. The singer will make her  performance on the new talent show next week. 

18. Detectives are trying to determine the criminal's  for committing the robbery. 

19. The country is in political  following the controversial election results. 

20. There are certain  on the use of this software to prevent misuse. 

Matching Sentences  ( Match each definition to the correct word from the vocabulary list. ) 

21. The audience erupted in thunderous applause giving the pianist a standing ovation for her
performance.

22. Over time technology has offering more advanced solutions to everyday tasks.

23. The reporter provided an account of the situation without any embellishments or bias.

24. The police are searching for the who attacked the victim in the alley.

25. The novel weaves a complex of interconnected stories that converge in the final chapter.

26. The new sheds light on environmental issues facing our planet.

27. Listening to the old song filled her with a sense of for her high school days.

28. The young boxer proved to be a strong winning all his matches in the tournament.

29. An unexpected caused a delay in the train schedule.

30. She expressed her to the rescue team for saving her cat from the tree.

Answer
Multiple Choice: 1. Cinematography 2. Contender 3. Experimental 4. Daredevil 5. Collaboration 6. Aggression
7. Franchise 8. Gratitude 9. Highlight 10. Headliner
Gap-Fill: 11. Documentary 12. Nostalgia 13. Incident 14. Investigating 15. Injuries 16. Challenging 17. Debut
18. Motives 19. Turmoil 20. Restrictions
Matching sentence: 1. Ovation
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2. Evolved 3. Unvarnished 4. Assailant 5. Tapestry 6. Documentary 7. Nostalgia 8. Contender 9. Incident
10. Gratitude
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