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Finalists Showcase Universe in 25 Stunning Photos
Description

Every year, the Capture the Atlas Milky Way Photographer of the Year contest showcases breathtaking night
sky photographs from around the globe. Curated by photographer Dan Zafra, the contest highlights around
25 images captured in some of the world's darkest areas, where the Milky Way can be seen in remarkable
detail, away from light pollution.

What sets this competition apart is not only the stunning final images, but the stories behind them. Each
photograph often requires meticulous planning, travel, and patience to find the right conditions. These
images reflect the dedication and passion that astrophotographers have for their craft, merging artistic
expression with a shared cosmic perspective.

The winning photos take viewers on a journey across various landscapes under the night sky. For instance,
one image shows the winter Milky Way arching above New Zealand’s Remarkables Range, illustrating the
stark contrast between the natural vastness and human activity below. Another highlights blooming lupines
framed by a fisheye perspective, offering a unique view of the cosmos.

Astrophotography often involves persistence in challenging conditions, as demonstrated by photographers
who trek through harsh environments to capture their desired shots. From the deserts of Botswana to the
stunning cliffs of the French Riviera, these images represent more than just pictures; they tell stories of
exploration and connection with the night sky.

As interest in night sky photography grows, the contest continues to inspire both photographers and
spectators alike. Participants can explore the captivating winning images shared online.

Vocabulary List:

curated //kju'rertid// (verb): selected and organized carefully for display

meticulous //ma'tikjalas// (adjective): showing great care and attention to small details
pollution //pa'lu:fan// (noun): harm to air, water, or land from waste

perspective //par'spektiv// (noun): a way of seeing or thinking about something
persistence //par'sistans// (noun): continuing to try despite problems or delays
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captivating //'kaepti,veitin// (adjective): very interesting and holding attention strongly

Comprehension Questions
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Multiple Choice

1. Who curates the Capture the Atlas Milky Way Photographer of the Year contest?

Option: Dan Zafra
Option: John Smith
Option: Emily Johnson
Option: Robert Brown

2. How many images are typically highlighted in the contest?
Option: 10
Option: 15
Option: 25
Option: 30

3. What natural phenomenon are the photographs primarily capturing?

Option: Auroras

Option: The Milky Way
Option: Shooting Stars
Option: Cloud Formations

4. What is one of the locations mentioned where a winning photo was taken?

Option: Yosemite National Park

Option: New Zealand’s Remarkables Range
Option: Grand Canyon

Option: Banff National Park

5. What perspective is highlighted in one of the winning images featuring blooming lupines?
Option: Wide-angle
Option: Bird’'s eye
Option: Fisheye
Option: Close-up

6. What do the images represent besides pictures?

Option: Financial success
Option: Stories of exploration
Option: Social media fame
Option: Commercial value
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True-False

7. The contest is only open to professional photographers.

8. Photographers need to plan meticulously for their photographs.

9. Light pollution is beneficial for astrophotography.

10. The winning photographs can be found shared online.

11. Astrophotographers typically work in urban environments.

12. Interest in night sky photography is decreasing.

Gap-Fill

13. The Capture the Atlas contest showcases breathtaking night sky photographs from around the

14. Each photograph requires meticulous planning, travel, and to find the right
conditions.

15. The winter Milky Way is shown arching above New Zealand’s Remarkables

in one image.

16. Astrophotography often involves persistence in challenging to capture desired
shots.

17. Participants can explore winning images shared

18. These images tell stories of exploration and connection with the night

Answer

Multiple Choice: 1. Dan Zafra 2. 25 3. The Milky Way 4. New Zealand’s Remarkables Range 5. Fisheye
6. Stories of exploration
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True-False: 7. False 8. True 9. False 10. True 11. False 12. False
Gap-Fill: 13. globe 14. patience 15. Range 16. conditions 17. online 18. sky

Vocabulary quizzes

Multiple Choice ( Select the Correct answer for each question. )

1. Which of the following is a major environmental concern impacting air quality?

Option: Deforestation
Option: Pollution
Option: Urbanization
Option: Agriculture

2. Who studies celestial objects and phenomena?

Option: Biologists
Option: Chemists
Option: Astronomers
Option: Geologists

3. What do we call vast systems of stars, gas, dust, and dark matter?

Option: Planets
Option: Asteroids
Option: Galaxies
Option: Comets

4. Which term describes the process where the universe is growing larger over time?

Option: Contracting
Option: Collapsing
Option: Expanding
Option: Constricting

5. What is a comparison between two different things called?
Option: Metaphor
Option: Simile
Option: Analogy
Option: Hyperbole

6. What term describes the ability to adjust to new conditions?

Option: Static
Option: Adaptable

Page 4
www.esl-news.com



ESL-NEWS
www.esl-news.com

Option: Rigid
Option: Predictable

7. What term refers to the accuracy of a measurement?

Option: Ambiguity
Option: Clarity
Option: Precision
Option: Vagueness

8. What do we call the reduction in speed or rate of an object's movement?

Option: Acceleration
Option: Deceleration
Option: Stabilization
Option: Momentum

9. Which instrument is used to measure small distances and changes in light?

Option: Spectrometer
Option: Interferometer
Option: Telescope
Option: Microscope

10. What term refers to the qualities or features that enable something to perform a function?
Option: Limitations
Option: Capabilities
Option: Failures
Option: Difficulties

Gap-Fill ( Fill in the blanks with the correct word from the vocabulary list. )

11. The museum had a collection of ancient artifacts.

12. She was in planning the details of the event.

13. From his , the project was a great success.

14. The documentary was so that | couldn't look away.

15. The old TV had a lot of on the screen before the channel was clear.

16. The rocket's engines provided the necessary thrust for launch.
Page 5

www.esl-news.com



ESL-NEWS
www.esl-news.com

17. He won the award for three years.

18. The of the instructions made it difficult to follow.

19. The news of the concert will surely the fans.

20. The audio recording had a slight , making it hard to hear the words.

Matching Sentences ( Match each definition to the correct word from the vocabulary list. )

21. Her persistence in pursuing her goals eventually paid off.

22. The scientist made an unprecedented discovery that changed the field.

23. The engine produced a powerful thrust that propelled the vehicle forward.

24. The deployment of the satellite was successful and monitored closely.

25. The constellation in the night sky was beautifully visible from the observatory.

26. The car's aerodynamic design improved its performance on the track.

27. The company secured financing to support its next project.

28. The launch vehicle had multiple boosters for additional support during takeoff.

29. An interferometer is crucial for precise measurements in astronomical research.

30. Einstein's theory of relativity altered our understanding of space and time.

Answer

Multiple Choice: 1. Pollution 2. Astronomers 3. Galaxies 4. Expanding 5. Analogy 6. Adaptive 7. Precision

8. Deceleration 9. Interferometer 10. Capabilities

Gap-Fill: 11. curated 12. meticulous 13. perspective 14. captivating 15. static 16. booster 17. consecutive
18. complexity 19. excite 20. distortion

Matching sentence: 1. persistence 2. unprecedented 3. thrust 4. deployment 5. constellation 6. aerodynamic
7. financing 8. boosters 9. interferometer 10. relativity
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