
Fire at world’s largest battery plant sets back clean energy.
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A fire at a big battery storage plant in California caused damage and problems. It destroyed a lot of energy
storage, made people leave their homes, and created smoke that could be harmful. The fire affected some
of California’s energy storage, which is important for using more clean energy and less fossil fuels.

The fire happened on January 16 at the Moss Landing Energy Storage Facility in Monterey county. The fire
burned a building full of batteries, but other buildings were okay. People are worried about safety and
making sure that batteries are safe for the environment.

Smoke from lithium battery fires can have bad things like heavy metals and chemicals. People are told to
stay inside to avoid health problems. The fire is under investigation to find out why it happened.

California is working to fix the damage and improve safety for the future. The fire shows the importance of
being careful with energy storage systems.

Topic: Fire at Battery Plant in California

Vocabulary List:

1. Storage /ˈstɔːrɪdʒ/ (noun): The action or method of storing something for future use.
2. Batteries /ˈbætəriz/ (noun): Devices that store chemical energy for conversion into electrical energy.
3. Investigate /ɪnˈvɛstəˌɡeɪt/ (verb): To carry out a systematic or formal inquiry to discover and examine the facts.
4. Harmful /ˈhɑːrmfəl/ (adjective): Causing or capable of causing damage or harm.
5. Safety /ˈseɪfti/ (noun): The condition of being protected from or unlikely to cause danger risk or injury.
6. Environment /ɪnˈvaɪrənmənt/ (noun): The surrounding conditions in which a person animal or plant lives or 

operates.

Comprehension Questions

Multiple Choice

1. Where did the fire occur in California? 
    Option: San Francisco
    Option: Los Angeles
    Option: Monterey County
    Option: San Diego

2. What type of facility was affected by the fire? 
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    Option: Solar power plant
    Option: Hydroelectric plant
    Option: Battery storage plant
    Option: Wind farm

3. What date did the fire take place? 
    Option: January 16
    Option: February 28
    Option: March 15
    Option: April 1

4. What harmful elements can smoke from lithium battery fires contain? 
    Option: Only water vapor
    Option: Heavy metals and chemicals
    Option: Oxygen-rich particles
    Option: Only harmless gases

5. What is California working to improve after the fire? 
    Option: Agricultural production
    Option: Tourism industry
    Option: Safety regulations for energy storage
    Option: Public transportation

6. What does the fire highlight the importance of? 
    Option: Increasing fossil fuel usage
    Option: Being careless with energy storage systems
    Option: Investing in renewable energy
    Option: Decreasing safety measures

True-False

7. The fire at the Moss Landing Energy Storage Facility did not cause any damage. 

8. The smoke from the fire at the battery storage plant is not harmful to health. 

9. The fire occurred in Los Angeles. 

10. The fire investigation has already determined the cause. 
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11. California is not taking any steps to improve safety after the fire. 

12. The fire incident has no implications for the use of clean energy. 

Gap-Fill

13. The fire at the battery storage plant in California happened on  16. 

14. Smoke from lithium battery fires can contain  and chemicals. 

15. California aims to improve safety for the future and fix the damage caused by the fire in the year 

. 

16. The fire at Moss Landing Energy Storage Facility affected some of California’s 

storage. 

17. The importance of being careful with  systems is highlighted by the fire 

incident. 

18. People were advised to stay indoors to avoid health problems from the  caused 

by the fire. 

Answer
Multiple Choice: 1. Monterey County 2. Battery storage plant 3. January 16 4. Heavy metals and chemicals
5. Safety regulations for energy storage 6. Being careful with energy storage systems
True-False: 7. False 8. False 9. False 10. False 11. False 12. False
Gap-Fill: 13. January 14. heavy metals 15. 2025 16. energy 17. energy storage 18. smoke

Answer
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