
Fish Mystery: What’s Happening Inside Their Habitats?

Description

Remoras are small fish that can stick to big animals like sharks and rays. They use a special suction cup on
their heads. Remoras travel with these animals and eat parasites from their skin. For a long time, people
thought this was a helpful relationship. Remoras got shelter and food, while the big animals stayed clean.

Now, some scientists think differently. Emily Yeager, a student at the University of Miami, studied remoras.
She found that these fish often do not help their hosts. A study from 2025 showed that turtles with remoras
ate less. Also, remoras can hurt their hosts. Some even go inside the bodies of their hosts.

Yeager wrote a paper showing that remoras swim inside the cloacas of manta rays. The cloaca is an opening
for various body functions. This might harm the manta rays. They cannot easily remove the remoras
because they don’t have hands.

Yeager hopes that in the future, scientists can learn more about how remoras interact with their hosts.
Relationships in nature can be complicated.

Vocabulary List:

1. remoras //rɪˈmɔrəz// (noun): small fish that stick to larger animals
2. suction //ˈsʌkʃən// (noun): a pulling action that holds things in place
3. parasites //ˈpærəsaɪts// (noun): small animals or bugs that live on others
4. hosts //hoʊsts// (noun): animals or people that other animals live on
5. cloaca //kloʊˈeɪkə// (noun): an opening used for some body functions
6. interact //ˌɪntərˈækt// (verb): to act or work together with someone

Comprehension Questions

Multiple Choice

1. What do remoras use to stick to big animals? 
    Option: Teeth
    Option: Fins
    Option: Suction cup
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    Option: Gills

2. Who studied remoras at the University of Miami? 
    Option: Sarah Johnson
    Option: Emily Yeager
    Option: Michael Smith
    Option: Rachel Wong

3. What did the 2025 study find about turtles with remoras? 
    Option: They ate more
    Option: They were healthier
    Option: They ate less
    Option: They swam faster

4. What part of manta rays do remoras swim inside? 
    Option: Mouth
    Option: Gills
    Option: Cloaca
    Option: Fins

5. What do remoras primarily eat off their hosts? 
    Option: Flesh
    Option: Parasites
    Option: Algae
    Option: Plankton

6. What type of relationship did people initially think existed between remoras and big animals? 
    Option: Harmful
    Option: Helpful
    Option: Neutral
    Option: Symbiotic

True-False

7. Remoras are large fish that primarily hunt other fish. 

8. Emily Yeager discovered that remoras can sometimes hurt their hosts. 
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9. The cloaca is an opening for various body functions. 

10. Remoras provide a cleaning service for manta rays without any negative effects. 

11. Some remoras enter inside the bodies of their hosts. 

12. Scientists fully understand the relationships between remoras and their hosts. 

Gap-Fill

13. Remoras are small fish that can stick to big animals like sharks and rays using a special suction cup on 

their heads. They travel with these animals and eat parasites from their skin. However, a study found that 

turtles with remoras ate  less. 

14. Emily Yeager studied remoras at the University of Miami and wrote a paper showing that they swim 

inside the  of manta rays. 

15. Some scientists now think that the relationship between remoras and big animals is 

 rather than helpful. 

16. The cloaca is an opening that has various  functions. 

17. Remoras can cause harm to their hosts because they cannot easily remove the 

due to not having hands. 

18. Yeager hopes that in the future, scientists can learn more about how remoras 

with their hosts. 

Answer
Multiple Choice: 1. Suction cup 2. Emily Yeager 3. They ate less 4. Cloaca 5. Parasites 6. Helpful
True-False: 7. False 8. True 9. True 10. False 11. True 12. False
Gap-Fill: 13. less 14. cloacas 15. harmful 16. body 17. remoras 18. interact
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Vocabulary quizzes

Multiple Choice  ( Select the Correct answer for each question. ) 

1. What is the primary goal of the marketing strategy? 
    Option: To compete
    Option: To attract customers
    Option: To deploy technology
    Option: To enhance features

2. Which aspect is crucial for evaluating a new product? 
    Option: Aesthetics
    Option: Performance
    Option: Cost
    Option: Availability

3. What outlines the planned development of a project? 
    Option: Blueprint
    Option: Roadmap
    Option: Framework
    Option: Schedule

4. What type of equipment is typically used in space missions? 
    Option: Wheels
    Option: Engines
    Option: Solar panels
    Option: Batteries

5. What is commonly deployed for communication purposes? 
    Option: Drones
    Option: Robots
    Option: Satellites
    Option: Vehicles

6. What should be managed to avoid disappointment in a project? 
    Option: Expectations
    Option: Workload
    Option: Budget
    Option: Deadline

7. What aspects can enhance a product's appeal? 
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    Option: Features
    Option: Price
    Option: Location
    Option: Branding

8. Which marine creatures are known to attach to larger hosts? 
    Option: Sharks
    Option: Dolphins
    Option: Remoras
    Option: Turtles

9. What term describes organisms that derive benefits at the expense of their hosts? 
    Option: Commensals
    Option: Parasites
    Option: Mutualists
    Option: Predators

10. What type of vehicle is known for using electric power? 
    Option: Gasoline
    Option: Hydrogen
    Option: Electric
    Option: Hybrid

Gap-Fill  ( Fill in the blanks with the correct word from the vocabulary list. ) 

11. The company plans to  several new satellites next year. 

12. The spacecraft has a thermal  to protect it from extreme temperatures. 

13. Racing cars are designed to maximize  for better grip on the road. 

14. Effective  are crucial for vehicle safety. 

15. In ecology, some organisms serve as  for parasites. 

16. Animals often  with their environment in search of food. 

17. The product had a high demand but was frequently  in stores. 

18. The tech companies are  to develop the best software. 
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19. The octopus uses  to capture prey. 

20. The team created a  to outline project milestones. 

Matching Sentences  ( Match each definition to the correct word from the vocabulary list. ) 

21. The new advertising campaign was designed to attract a younger audience.

22. The athlete's performance improved significantly after training.

23. Satellites play a critical role in weather forecasting.

24. The rockets are powered by multiple engines for thrust during launch.

25. The latest smartphone comes with advanced features and capabilities.

26. Remoras attach themselves to larger fish to gain protection and food.

27. Many cities are transitioning to electric buses to reduce pollution.

28. The car's aerodynamic design creates downforce at high speeds.

29. The service was temporarily unavailable due to maintenance work.

30. Humans interact with technology in various ways daily.

Answer
Multiple Choice: 1. To attract customers 2. Performance 3. Roadmap 4. Engines 5. Satellites 6. Expectations
7. Features 8. Remoras 9. Parasites 10. Electric
Gap-Fill: 11. deploy 12. shield 13. downforce 14. brakes 15. hosts 16. interact 17. unavailable 18. competing
19. suction 20. roadmap
Matching sentence: 1. attract 2. performance 3. satellites 4. engines 5. features 6. remoras 7. electric
8. downforce 9. unavailable 10. interact
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