
Five-Night Planet Parade Featuring Mercury, Venus, and Jupiter

Description

This week, skygazers may have noticed the bright appearances of two planets, Venus and Jupiter, in the
night sky. Soon, they will be joined by a third planet, Mercury, transforming this celestial event into a
notable planet parade.

Although such alignments are not particularly rare, they stimulate considerable interest among the public.
While at least one planet is typically visible to the naked eye from Earth, witnessing multiple planets in
alignment is a relatively uncommon occurrence that captivates many stargazers.

The planet parade will feature a meeting of Mercury, Venus, and Jupiter. This event is expected to be visible
from Thursday, June 11, through Monday, June 15, according to NASA's monthly skywatching guide. On
these nights, observers will have the chance to see Venus, one of the brightest celestial bodies after the
sun, alongside Jupiter, the largest planet in the solar system. However, the appearance of Mercury, which
orbits the sun in just 88 days, marks a special highlight because it is less frequently seen from Earth.

The term "planet parade" is not an official astronomical designation, but rather a casual reference used by
astronomers and enthusiasts to describe specific celestial events when planets align along an imaginary line
called the ecliptic. While planetary alignments occur without much fanfare, having the opportunity to
observe several planets at once is noteworthy.

Currently, Mercury joins Venus and Jupiter after the latter two have been in conjunction since June 9. During
a conjunction, at least two planets appear close in the sky from our perspective, even if they are millions of
miles apart.

For those in the Northern Hemisphere, observing the planet parade should be straightforward. Looking west
after sunset will reveal all three planets. To enhance the viewing experience, it is advisable to find a location
with minimal light interference and unobstructed views toward the horizon. No optical instruments are
required to spot these planets, although telescopes can improve the experience.

Vocabulary List:

1. celestial //səˈlɛstʃəl// (adjective): relating to things in the sky or space
2. conjunction //kənˈdʒʌŋkʃən// (noun): when two or more things appear close together
3. ecliptic //ɪˈklɪptɪk// (noun): an imaginary line showing the sun's path
4. unobstructed //ˌʌnəbˈstrʌktɪd// (adjective): not blocked; easy to see through or past
5. interference //ˌɪntərˈfɪrəns// (noun): extra light or noise that makes seeing hard
6. orbits //ˈɔrbɪts// (verb): moves around another object in a path
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Comprehension Questions

Multiple Choice

1. Which three planets will be featured in the upcoming planet parade? 
    Option: Mars, Venus, and Jupiter
    Option: Mercury, Venus, and Jupiter
    Option: Venus, Earth, and Saturn
    Option: Mars, Jupiter, and Saturn

2. What is the duration of the visibility of the planet parade? 
    Option: June 11 to June 15
    Option: June 1 to June 10
    Option: July 11 to July 15
    Option: June 21 to June 25

3. Which planet is described as the largest in the solar system? 
    Option: Mars
    Option: Earth
    Option: Venus
    Option: Jupiter

4. How long does it take Mercury to orbit the sun? 
    Option: 88 days
    Option: 365 days
    Option: 29.5 days
    Option: 24 hours

5. What term is used casually to refer to the alignment of planets? 
    Option: Celestial Alignment
    Option: Planetary Dance
    Option: Planet Parade
    Option: Star Show

6. From which direction should observers look to see the planet parade in the Northern Hemisphere? 
    Option: East
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    Option: West
    Option: North
    Option: South

True-False

7. The planet parade is an official astronomical event. 

8. Multiple planets being visible is a rare occurrence. 

9. Venus is one of the brightest celestial bodies after the moon. 

10. No telescopes are needed to see the planets during the parade. 

11. The conjunction of Mercury, Venus, and Jupiter occurred on June 9. 

12. Observing the planet parade requires a specific type of optical instrument to be effective. 

Gap-Fill

13. The planet parade will be visible from June 11 to . 

14. Mercury orbits the sun in just  days. 

15. The term used for multiple planets aligning is called a  parade. 

16. Observers should look  after sunset to see the planets. 

17. Having multiple planets visible at once is considered . 

18. The planet parade features a meeting of Mercury, Venus, and . 

Answer
Multiple Choice: 1. Mercury, Venus, and Jupiter 2. June 11 to June 15 3. Jupiter 4. 88 days 5. Planet Parade
6. West
True-False: 7. False 8. True 9. False 10. True 11. True 12. False
Gap-Fill: 13. June 15 14. 88 15. planet 16. west 17. noteworthy 18. Jupiter
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Vocabulary quizzes

Multiple Choice  ( Select the Correct answer for each question. ) 

1. What term refers to the outermost layer of the sun's atmosphere? 
    Option: Photosphere
    Option: Chromosphere
    Option: Coronal
    Option: Umbra

2. What state of matter is ionized gas found in stars, including the sun? 
    Option: Solid
    Option: Liquid
    Option: Gas
    Option: Plasma

3. Which term describes the fundamental facilities and systems serving a country or city? 
    Option: Infrastructures
    Option: Ecosystems
    Option: Technologies
    Option: Constructs

4. What term is used for a standard or point of reference against which things may be compared? 
    Option: Baseline
    Option: Benchmark
    Option: Indicator
    Option: Statute

5. What term describes the process of mixing different species or varieties? 
    Option: Isolated
    Option: Interbred
    Option: Hybridized
    Option: Segregated

6. What term is used to describe the clarity or detail of an image? 
    Option: Definition
    Option: Clarity
    Option: Resolution
    Option: Sharpness

7. Which term refers to the plane of Earth's orbit around the sun? 
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    Option: Ecliptic
    Option: Equator
    Option: Zenith
    Option: Meridian

8. What word describes things related to the sky or outer space? 
    Option: Terrestrial
    Option: Celestial
    Option: Lunar
    Option: Astral

9. What term describes an area free from obstruction? 
    Option: Narrowing
    Option: Blockage
    Option: Clearance
    Option: Obstacle

10. What word means to bring back to life or consciousness? 
    Option: Recreate
    Option: Renew
    Option: Revive
    Option: Rejuvenate

Gap-Fill  ( Fill in the blanks with the correct word from the vocabulary list. ) 

11. The scientists observed an  solar flare that was more powerful than any 

recorded before. 

12. The city is known for its modern  designs that attract tourists. 

13. The highly anticipated  to the blockbuster film was finally released this 

summer. 

14. Advances in technology have allowed scientists to sequence entire  more 

quickly than ever. 

15. There are many  of the virus that have emerged since the original outbreak. 
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16. The  effect of the drug was an unexpected outcome that surprised researchers. 

17. The research team was able to study the  population of species that had 

evolved differently. 

18. The artist created an  design that captivated everyone who saw it. 

19. The explorers  the vast desert to uncover the ancient ruins. 

20. To connect the devices, she needed the right  to make them compatible. 

Matching Sentences  ( Match each definition to the correct word from the vocabulary list. ) 

21. The satellites orbited the planet smoothly, providing data for research.

22. The radio signal experienced interference that disrupted communication.

23. The new policies aimed to revitalize the economy and create jobs.

24. The conjunction of the planets created a spectacular view in the night sky.

25. The city's architecture reflects its rich history and diverse culture.

26. The classic video game was remastered for modern consoles, enhancing the graphics.

27. The performance of the new model set a benchmark for future developments.

28. They needed to obtain a clearance before beginning construction on the new building.

29. The study found many archaic tools that were used by ancient civilizations.

30. The secondary school provided students with essential skills for further education.

Answer
Multiple Choice: 1. Coronal 2. Plasma 3. Infrastructures 4. Benchmark 5. Interbred 6. Resolution 7. Ecliptic
8. Celestial 9. Clearance 10. Revive
Gap-Fill: 11. unprecedented 12. architectural 13. sequel 14. genomes 15. variants 16. secondary 17. 
isolated 18. intricate 19. traversed 20. adapter
Matching sentence: 1. orbited 2. interference 3. revitalize 4. conjunction 5. architecture 6. remastered
7. benchmark
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8. clearance 9. archaic 10. secondary
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