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Former CDTA CEO Carm Basile Passes Away
Description

Carm Basile, the former CEO of the Capital District Transportation Authority (CDTA), passed away on
Thursday at the age of 69. His death resulted from medical complications following recent surgery, as
confirmed by CDTA Board of Directors Chairman Jayme Lahut.

Basile's passing comes less than two years after he retired in December 2021, concluding a distinguished
43-year career where he became a prominent figure within the organisation. Lahut described him as a
"likeable, affable guy" who embodied the values of CDTA and was well-known across the region.

The news of Basile's death resonated swiftly in the local business and government sectors, where he had
cultivated numerous relationships throughout his career. CDTA serves thousands of daily commuters across
Albany, Montgomery, Rensselaer, Saratoga, Schenectady, and Warren counties.

Basile joined CDTA as a transportation planner in 1981 and ascended to the position of CEO in 2009, being
the sixth leader in the organisation's 54-year history. During his tenure, he sought to improve services and
enhance the authority’s public image, introducing initiatives such as emissions-free electric buses. His
leadership was particularly notable during the COVID-19 pandemic, when he coordinated services for
essential workers amidst significant challenges.

Officials like Assemblyman John T. McDonald Ill and U.S. Rep. Paul Tonko praised Basile for his contributions
to transportation and economic development in the Capital Region. Tonko highlighted their collaboration in
expanding CDTA into Montgomery County in 2022.

Basile is remembered not only for his professional achievements but also for the relationships he built. He
resided in Colonie with his wife, Sheila, and had two adult sons.

Vocabulary List:

complications // kamplr'keifanz// (noun): medical problems that happen after treatment
distinguished //d1'stingwift// (adjective): very respected because of good work
embodied //im'ba:did// (verb): showed clearly a quality or idea

cultivated //'knalt1,vertid// (verb): built and kept by careful effort

commuters //ka'mju:tarz// (noun): people who travel to work each day
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tenure //'ten2y// (noun): the time someone has a job

Comprehension Questions
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Multiple Choice

1. What was the age of Carm Basile at the time of his passing?
Option: 65
Option: 69
Option: 72
Option: 67

2. In what year did Carm Basile retire from CDTA?

Option: 2020
Option: 2021
Option: 2022
Option: 2023

3. What position did Carm Basile hold when he joined CDTA?

Option: Transportation Planner
Option: CEO

Option: Board Chairman
Option: Director

4. How many years did Carm Basile serve in his career at CDTA?
Option: 43
Option: 35
Option: 50
Option: 30

5. Which county was CDTA expanded into in 2022 as highlighted by U.S. Rep. Paul Tonko?

Option: Albany
Option: Montgomery
Option: Saratoga
Option: Rensselaer

6. What notable initiative did Carm Basile introduce during his tenure?

Option: Hybrid buses

Option: Emissions-free electric buses
Option: High-speed trains

Option: Subway systems
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True-False

7. Carm Basile served as the CEO of CDTA from 2009 until his retirement in 2021.

8. Carm Basile passed away due to an accident.

9. Carm Basile was the seventh leader of CDTA.

10. Jayme Lahut was the chairman of the CDTA Board of Directors at the time of Basile's passing.

11. Carm Basile resided in Albany.

12. Carm Basile is known for his role in enhancing the public image of CDTA.

Gap-Fill

13. Carm Basile passed away at the age of

14. Basile joined CDTA as a transportation planner in

15. He became the CEO of CDTA in

16. Carm Basile's career at CDTA lasted years.

17. Basile resided in with his wife, Sheila.

18. Basile's passing resulted from medical complications following surgery.
Answer

Multiple Choice: 1. 69 2. 2021 3. Transportation Planner 4. 43 5. Montgomery 6. Emissions-free electric
buses

True-False: 7. True 8. False 9. False 10. True 11. False 12. True

Gap-Fill: 13. 69 14. 1981 15. 2009 16. 43 17. Colonie 18. recent
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