
Game over for x86 PCs if Intel doesn’t produce a Qualcomm-killer soon

Description

Microsoft and Intel have long been intertwined as partners in the tech industry. For decades, Intel provided
the x86 chips at the core of PC motherboards, while Microsoft developed the Windows operating system for
these PCs. This successful partnership led to the coined term "Wintel" by industry analysts.

While Intel faced some competition over the years, Qualcomm's Snapdragon X series is now shaking up the
landscape. Reviews of devices like the Surface Pro 11 and Lenovo Yoga Slim 7X, powered by Qualcomm's
hardware, highlight their exceptional performance and battery life. Industry benchmarks also suggest that
Qualcomm's processors are giving Apple and Intel a run for their money.

This shift towards Arm-based designs is putting pressure on Intel to innovate or risk losing market share.
Business buyers and gamers may still stick with Intel due to compatibility concerns, but the era of x86
architecture dominance appears to be waning.

As the tech industry evolves, Intel faces the challenge of adapting to new technologies like Arm to stay
competitive. If they fail to innovate, they risk becoming obsolete in a rapidly changing landscape. Just as
Apple's move to M1 processors disrupted the industry, Qualcomm's Snapdragon X series is poised to
revolutionize the PC market.

Vocabulary List:

1. Intertwined /ˌɪn.təˈtwaɪnd/ (verb): Twisted together or closely connected.
2. Benchmark /ˈbɛnʧ.mɑrk/ (noun): A standard or point of reference against which things may be compared.
3. Exceptional /ɪkˈsɛp.ʃən.əl/ (adjective): Unusually good; outstanding.
4. Architectural /ˌɑːr.kəˈtɛk.tʃər.əl/ (adjective): Relating to the art or practice of designing and constructing 

buildings.
5. Revolutionize /ˌrɛvəˈluːʃənˌaɪz/ (verb): To change (something) radically or fundamentally.
6. Obsolete /ˌɑːb.səˈliːt/ (adjective): No longer produced or used; out of date.

Comprehension Questions

Multiple Choice

1. What term was coined by industry analysts to represent the successful partnership between Microsoft 
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and Intel? 
    Option: Wintel
    Option: TechSync
    Option: MicroChip
    Option: IntelSoft

2. Which series of processors is currently shaking up the landscape in competition with Intel? 
    Option: Qualcomm Snapdragon X
    Option: Intel Pentium
    Option: AMD Ryzen
    Option: Apple M1

3. What type of designs are putting pressure on Intel to innovate? 
    Option: Arm-based designs
    Option: x86-based designs
    Option: Mainframe designs
    Option: Quantum designs

4. What may business buyers and gamers still stick with Intel for? 
    Option: Compatibility concerns
    Option: Higher cost
    Option: Better battery life
    Option: Innovative designs

5. What recent move disrupted the tech industry similarly to what Qualcomm is poised to do? 
    Option: Apple's move to M1 processors
    Option: Microsoft's move to cloud services
    Option: AMD's acquisition of Nvidia
    Option: Google's entry into hardware

6. What does Intel risk becoming if they fail to innovate in the rapidly changing landscape? 
    Option: Obsolete
    Option: Market leader
    Option: Innovator
    Option: Tech giant

Answer
Multiple Choice: 1. Wintel 2. Qualcomm Snapdragon X 3. Arm-based designs 4. Compatibility concerns
5. Apple's move to M1 processors 6. Obsolete
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Vocabulary quizzes

Multiple Choice  ( Select the Correct answer for each question. ) 

1. Which term refers to the different systems on which video games can be played? 
    Option: A. Collector’s Edition
    Option: B. Platforms
    Option: C. Vintage
    Option: D. Showcase

2. What term is used to describe an updated version of an older video game with enhanced graphics and 
features? 
    Option: A. Anticipation
    Option: B. Infusion
    Option: C. Remaster
    Option: D. Prestigious

3. Which term is associated with the excitement and high expectations before the release of a highly 
awaited game? 
    Option: A. Culminates
    Option: B. Anticipation
    Option: C. Benchmark
    Option: D. Architectural

4. What term describes something that is limited to a specific group or only a few individuals? 
    Option: A. Exclusive
    Option: B. Enhancements
    Option: C. Integrating
    Option: D. Revolutionize

5. Which term is used to describe a gaming experience that deeply involves and engrosses the player? 
    Option: A. Elusive
    Option: B. Immersive
    Option: C. Gamification
    Option: D. Obsolete

6. What term refers to the strategic decisions and choices made outside the main gameplay mechanics? 
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    Option: A. Robust
    Option: B. Metagame
    Option: C. Intertwined
    Option: D. Revolutionize

7. Which term signifies a favorable chance or occasion that can be utilized for a specific purpose? 
    Option: A. Opportunity
    Option: B. Enhancements
    Option: C. Compatible
    Option: D. Intriguing

8. What term describes something that is outdated and no longer in use or relevant? 
    Option: A. Revolutionize
    Option: B. Culminate
    Option: C. Elusive
    Option: D. Obsolete

9. Which term is used to describe presenting or displaying something in a way that highlights its features? 
    Option: A. Showcasing
    Option: B. Mystical
    Option: C. Enhancements
    Option: D. Infusion

10. What term describes something that is strong sturdy and able to withstand challenges? 
    Option: A. Prestigious
    Option: B. Robust
    Option: C. Integrating
    Option: D. Culminate

Gap-Fill  ( Fill in the blanks with the correct word from the vocabulary list. ) 

11. The  video games from the 80s and 90s have a nostalgic charm for many 

gamers. 

12. Winning the national gaming competition was a  achievement for the young 

player. 

13. The game developers announced exciting new  to improve player experience. 
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14. The tournament will  in a final showdown between the top two teams. 

15. The game update promises an  of new content including characters and levels. 

16. The educational app uses  to make learning more engaging and interactive. 

17. The narrative of the game has multiple storylines that are intricately . 

18. The new gaming console sets a high  for performance and graphics quality. 

19. The game developers aim to  the industry with their innovative gameplay 

mechanics. 

20. The fantasy game features various creatures and a  world for players to 

explore. 

Matching Sentences  ( Match each definition to the correct word from the vocabulary list. ) 

21. The special release of the game with exclusive items like art books and figurines appealed to
dedicated fans.

22. The rare in-game item was highly sought after but remained difficult to obtain.

23. The season-long esports tournament in an epic final match between the top teams.

24. The game transitioned between gameplay and cutscenes providing a smooth experience.

25. The game developers ensured that the new expansion pack was fully with the existing game content.

26. The game received critical acclaim for its excellent gameplay and graphics.

27. The open-world game impressed players with its expansive and detailed design.

28. The indie game gained popularity despite its initially release and limited marketing.

29. Earning a spot in the global gaming competition is considered a achievement in the professional
gaming community.
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30. The regular updates to the game include new features improved graphics and other to keep players
engaged.

Answer
Multiple Choice: 1. B. Platforms 2. C. Remaster 3. B. Anticipation 4. A. Exclusive 5. B. Immersive 6. B. 
Metagame 7. A. Opportunity 8. D. Obsolete 9. A. Showcasing 10. B. Robust
Gap-Fill: 11. Vintage 12. Prestigious 13. Enhancements 14. Culminate 15. Infusion 16. Gamification
17. Intertwined 18. Benchmark 19. Revolutionize 20. Mystical
Matching sentence: 1. Collector's Edition 2. Elusive 3. Culminates 4. Seamlessly 5. Compatible 6. Exceptional
7. Architectural 8. Obscure 9. Prestigious 10. Enhancements
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