
Get to Know Morphcat Games, The Next-Generation NES Developers
Advancing 8-Bit Technology

Description

The Nintendo Entertainment System (NES) was undoubtedly a groundbreaking console, which four decades
later, still manages to capture the hearts of gaming enthusiasts with its nostalgic charm. Now, it's enjoying
a second life in an unexpected manner - hosting innovative, aftermarket games that are impressively
polished and engaging.

One of these games, a 2019 release called 'Micro Mages' has earned considerable praise. Developed by
Morphcat Games, the software company's developers, Julius Riecke and Nicolas Bétoux, devoted tireless
effort to ensure the game matched the size of only 40 kilobytes, akin to the classic Super Mario Bros. title on
NES. The challenge was vital in fostering their coding skills and pushing the console's capabilities beyond
what was thought possible.

NES' contemporary DIY scene has also been significantly driven by NESmaker, a useful software tool
introduced in 2018 which simplifies the process of creating games for the console. It has paved a smoother
path for developers like Riecke and Bétoux, invariably inspiring other creators to rekindle their love for the
legendary 8-bit system by crafting unique games from scratch.

Interestingly, modern perceptions of 'Micro Mages' suggest it would have been a tremendous hit had it been
released during NES's peak era. Now, it serves as a testament to the console's timeless appeal, with the
game working seamlessly on original NES hardware. But what's especially remarkable is how retro the
gameplay feels despite its ultra-modern controls, accommodating up to four players, and its visually
appealing pixel artistry.

Indeed, creating a game for NES was a 'childhood dream' for Riecke, who tells us about the fond memories
he made playing the console at a friend's house. Naturally, these memories have been intricately woven
into the DNA of the games Morphcat Games make. Fan favourites include 'Micro Mages,' 'Böbl,' and
'Spacegulls'- each showcasing the commitment to high-quality game development and advancing the
console's capabilities.

The absolute control offered by coding in assembly language (a type of code interpretable by a computer's
CPU) was admittedly a demanding process, but Riecke and Bétoux took it in their stride. This method
allowed them to control every aspect of the NES fully, unconstrained by the modern higher-level
programming languages.

Currently, Morphcat Games is dipping its toe in the current generation console market, with Bétoux hinting
at potential projects for the Nintendo Switch in 2024. Despite this move to modern consoles, they remain
hopeful for the future of the NES, stating it continues to thrive through their fun and enjoyable aftermarket
games.
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Vocabulary List:

1. Groundbreaking // (adjective): Innovative and pioneering introducing new ideas.
2. Nostalgic // (adjective): Characterized by a sentimental longing for the past.
3. Console // (noun): An electronic device used for playing video games.
4. Enthusiasts // (noun): People who are highly interested in and passionate about a particular activity or subject.
5. Innovative // (adjective): Introducing new methods or ideas.
6. Aftermarket // (noun): Goodsespecially partsthat are made by a company other than the one that made the 

original product.

Vocabulary quizzes

Multiple Choice  ( Select the Correct answer for each question. ) 

1. What is the result or consequence typically a negative one of an action or event? 
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    Option: Positive Outcome
    Option: Neutral Effect
    Option: Negative Repercussion
    Option: Promising Future

2. Which term refers to the act of conforming to rules or regulations? 
    Option: Resistance
    Option: Defiance
    Option: Compliance
    Option: Rebellion

3. Which word describes something that is not sensible or realistic? 
    Option: Feasible
    Option: Logical
    Option: Improbable
    Option: Impractical

4. What term describes someone who is highly proficient and adept in a particular skill? 
    Option: Untrained
    Option: Inept
    Option: Skilful
    Option: Clumsy

5. What word means to give new and improved form structure or appearance to something? 
    Option: Deteriorate
    Option: Decline
    Option: Revamp
    Option: Destabilize

6. Which term refers to the action of gathering people together for a common purpose? 
    Option: Dispersal
    Option: Scatter
    Option: Assembly
    Option: Isolation

7. What word means innovative and pioneering leading the way for others to follow? 
    Option: Conventional
    Option: Typical
    Option: Substandard
    Option: Groundbreaking

8. Which term describes a sentimental longing or wistful affection for the past? 
    Option: Futuristic
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    Option: Forward-Thinking
    Option: Nostalgic
    Option: Current

9. In the context of technology what does the term 'console' generally refer to? 
    Option: Retrograde
    Option: Future
    Option: Console
    Option: Mobile

10. What term is used to describe a situation where people or things are in a state of constant agitation or 
turnover? 
    Option: Stability
    Option: Calmness
    Option: Churns
    Option: Stillness

Gap-Fill  ( Fill in the blanks with the correct word from the vocabulary list. ) 

11. The manager provided  to the team that the project would be completed on 

time and within budget. 

12. Despite facing challenges he decided to  and work diligently towards his goals. 

13. She was  to achieve a new personal best in the upcoming marathon race. 

14. The construction project experienced cost  due to unexpected delays and 

additional work required. 

15. The conflict between the two countries was  rapidly causing concerns about 

potential military action. 

16. The company focused on developing  solutions to address complex problems in 

the industry. 

17. The data had been  to support a false conclusion leading to incorrect decision-
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making. 

18. The professor placed great  on the importance of critical thinking skills for 

academic success. 

19. The instructions provided by the supervisor were  causing confusion among the 

team members. 

20. Due to repeated violations of company policies the employee was  from his 

position. 

Matching Sentences  ( Match each definition to the correct word from the vocabulary list. ) 

21. The dark wizard's army of minions obeyed his every command even in death.

22. The powerful sorcerer was known for his mastery of dark magic and ability to raise the dead; he was
a feared .

23. The software update included several new features and performance to improve user experience.

24. The evil queen's loyal carried out her every wicked demand without question.

25. The company decided to its marketing strategy to attract a younger demographic.

26. After numerous warnings the organization was left with no choice but to the underperforming
employee.

27. The contract's clauses were intentionally leaving room for interpretation and potential disputes.

28. The startup's approach to solving common problems quickly gained attention in the industry.

29. The annual tech conference attracted thousands of eager tech looking to learn and connect.

30. In the fast-paced business world the market constantly with new trends and emerging competitors.

Answer
Multiple Choice: 1. Negative Repercussion 2. Compliance 3. Impractical 4. Skilful 5. Revamp 6. Assembly
7. Groundbreaking
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8. Nostalgic 9. Console 10. Churns
Gap-Fill: 11. Assurance 12. Persevere 13. Aiming 14. Overruns 15. Escalating 16. Innovative 17. Manipulated
18. Emphasis 19. Ambiguous 20. Terminated
Matching sentence: 1. Undead 2. Necromancer 3. Enhancements 4. Minions 5. Revamp 6. Terminated
7. Ambiguous 8. Innovative 9. Enthusiasts 10. Churns
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