ESL-NEWS
www.esl-news.com

Golden-Tongued Ancient Mummies Uncovered in Amazing Discovery!
Description

The recent discovery of gold-laden tongues in the mouths of over a dozen mummified Egyptians near
modern-day Al-Bahansa sheds light on ancient burial practices. These gold tongues were believed to give
the deceased the ability to speak in the afterlife, a fascinating insight into their beliefs.

A tomb dating back to the Ptolemaic era in Oxyrhynchus revealed a treasure trove of artifacts belonging to
an individual named Wen Nefer. Among these were 13 gold tongues, a mummy with golden fingernails,
heart scarabs, canopic jars holding the organs of the deceased, and intricately painted walls depicting
various scenes.

The team of archaeologists from the University of Barcelona and the Institute of the Ancient Middle East
made this remarkable find. According to Mohamed Ismail Khaled, these discoveries provide valuable
insights into the religious practices and funerary traditions of the Ptolemaic era in Al-Bahnasa.

Gold tongues were a rare find in Egyptian tombs, symbolizing the importance of speech in the afterlife. The
presence of gold fingernail covers on high-status individuals indicated a protective purpose, both physically
and spiritually.

The tomb also housed 52 mummies, limestone sarcophagi, amulets depicting various gods, and stunning
murals depicting scenes of embalming and funeral rites. This elaborate burial chamber offers a glimpse into
the beliefs and preparations made for the deceased's journey into the afterlife.

These findings not only enrich our understanding of ancient Egyptian practices but also serve as a
testament to the care and reverence with which they treated their dead.

For more images of these remarkable discoveries, visit the Egyptian Ministry of Tourism and Antiquities'
Facebook page.

Vocabulary List:

Artifacts /'a:rtifeekts/ (noun): Objects made by a human being typically an item of cultural or historical interest.
Burial /'ber.i.al/ (noun): The act of placing a dead body in a grave tomb or burial site.

Mummified /'mami,faid/ (adjective): Preserved by embalming and drying to prevent decay.

Insights /'in.saits/ (noun): The capacity to gain an accurate understanding of someone or something.
Embalming /em'ba:Imin/ (noun): The process of treating a body to preserve it after death.

ou AW

Reverence /'revarans/ (noun): Deep respect for someone or something.
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Comprehension Questions

Multiple Choice

1. What was the purpose of the gold tongues found in the mummified Egyptians?

Option: To enhance their appearance in the afterlife
Option: To enable them to taste food in the afterlife
Option: To give them the ability to speak in the afterlife
Option: To protect their mouths from decay

2. Who made the remarkable discovery of the gold-laden tongues in the mummified Egyptians?

Option: University of Barcelona only

Option: Institute of the Ancient Middle East only

Option: Mohamed Ismail Khaled only

Option: University of Barcelona and Institute of the Ancient Middle East

3. What do the gold fingernail covers on high-status individuals symbolize?

Option: Their rank in society

Option: Their ability to communicate with the gods

Option: A protective purpose, both physically and spiritually
Option: Their involvement in the embalming process

4. How many mummies were housed in the tomb that contained the artifacts?
Option: 13
Option: 52
Option: 100
Option: 75

5. What is the significance of canopic jars found in the tomb?

Option: Holding the organs of the deceased
Option: Containing food offerings for the afterlife
Option: Serving as jewelry for the mummies
Option: Used for storing precious oils

6. What did the stunning murals in the tomb depict?
Option: Scenes of daily life in ancient Egypt
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Option: Embalmers preparing the deceased for burial
Option: Civilization conquests
Option: Warfare between tribes

True-False

7. The gold tongues found in the mummified Egyptians were a common burial artifact in ancient Egypt.

8. The University of Barcelona and the Institute of the Ancient Middle East collaborated on the excavation of
the tomb in Oxyrhynchus.

9. The gold fingernail covers on high-status individuals were merely decorative and had no spiritual
significance.

10. The tomb contained artifacts depicting scenes from everyday life in ancient Egypt.

11. The discoveries in the tomb provide insights into the funerary traditions of the Roman era in Al-Bahnasa.

12. The care and reverence with which the ancient Egyptians treated their dead is evident in the findings of
the tomb.

Gap-Fill

13. The tomb in Oxyrhynchus revealed a treasure trove of artifacts from the Ptolemaic era and contained

mummies.

14. Gold tongues were believed to give the deceased the ability to speak in the

15. The presence of gold fingernail covers on high-status individuals indicated a protective purpose, both

physically and

16. The murals in the tomb depicted scenes of embalming and funeral

17. The canopic jars found in the tomb were used for holding the of the deceased.

18. The tomb provided valuable insights into the religious practices and funerary traditions of the Ptolemaic
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Answer

Multiple Choice: 1. To give them the ability to speak in the afterlife 2. University of Barcelona and Institute
of the Ancient Middle East 3. A protective purpose, both physically and spiritually 4. 52 5. Holding the
organs of the deceased 6. Scenes of embalming and funeral rites

True-False: 7. False 8. True 9. False 10. False 11. False 12. True

Gap-Fill: 13. 52 14. afterlife 15. spiritually 16. rites 17. organs 18. Al-Bahnasa

Vocabulary quizzes

Multiple Choice ( Select the Correct answer for each question. )

1. What term is used to describe objects created or modified by humans often of cultural or historical
significance?

Option: Artifacts
Option: Embalm
Option: Auspices
Option: Abstinence

2. Which word refers to the process by which a body is preserved after death by removing the internal
organs and treating the body with preservatives?

Option: Empowered
Option: Mummified
Option: Anomaly
Option: Kinship

3. What term describes deep respect or admiration for something or someone?

Option: Reverence

Option: Exacerbate
Option: Cataclysmic
Option: Influence

4. Which term refers to the process of preserving a deceased body by treating it to forestall decomposition?

Option: Distortion
Option: Embalm
Option: Consciousness
Option: Engagement
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5. To authorize enable or permit granting power or authority is to?

Option: Empowered
Option: Scrutinized
Option: Divergence
Option: Chromosomal

6. What term is used to describe a fact occurrence or circumstance that can be observed or experienced?

Option: Phenomenon
Option: Ausplces
Option: Interplay
Option: Tantalizing

7. Which word is used to describe something that deviates from what is standard normal or expected?

Option: Abstinence
Option: Anomaly
Option: Committing
Option: Transform

8. To examine or inspect closely and thoroughly is to?

Option: Scrutinized
Option: Kinship
Option: Translocation
Option: Cataclysmic

9. What term refers to the relationship between family members or a feeling of being connected to others?
Option: Kinship
Option: Perception
Option: Divergence
Option: Intricate

10. What word describes a difference or change between two or more things leading them to separate?
Option: Engagement
Option: Divergence
Option: Influence
Option: Translocation

Gap-Fill ( Fill in the blanks with the correct word from the vocabulary list. )

11. The artist created a beautiful of colors weaving them together seamlessly.
12. The of the endangered species helped restore their population in the wild.
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13. One's of reality is influenced by their past experiences and biases.

14. She faced the consequences after a serious mistake at work.

15. The company focused on increasing customer to improve brand loyalty.
16. Her mentor's guidance had a significant on her career choices.

17. Meditation helps expand one's and self-awareness.

18. The artist's style involved the intentional of reality to create surrealistic
paintings.

19. The earthquake had a effect on the region causing widespread destruction.
20. Many athletes practice from certain foods to maintain peak performance.

Matching Sentences ( Match each definition to the correct word from the vocabulary list. )

21. Analyzing data can provide valuable into consumer behavior.

22. The event was held under the of a renowned charity organization.

23. The caterpillar undergoes a metamorphosis to into a butterfly.

24. The between nature and nurture influences human development.

25. Scientists study natural to understand the world around us.

26. The aroma from the kitchen was making everyone eager to taste the dish.

27. The design of the lace displayed the skill of the artisan.

28. Genetic disorders can be caused by abnormalities in the structure.

29. Shared traditions and values strengthen the between generations.

30. The of industries to suburban areas affected the urban landscape.
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Answer

Multiple Choice: 1. Artifacts 2. Mummified 3. Reverence 4. Embalm 5. Empowered 6. Phenomenon 7.
Anomaly 8. Scrutinized 9. Kinship 10. Divergence

Gap-Fill: 11. tapestry 12. translocation 13. perception 14. committing 15. engagement 16. influence

17. consciousness 18. distortion 19. cataclysmic 20. abstinence

Matching sentence: 1. insights 2. auspices 3. transform 4. interplay 5. phenomena 6. tantalizing 7. intricate
8. chromosomal 9. kinship 10. translocation
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