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Google’s Al Shakeup: Navigating Complex Politics
Description

Google announced significant changes to its artificial intelligence (Al) team on Wednesday. This reshuffle is
important as it may highlight underlying problems in Google's Al strategy.

Demis Hassabis, head of Google DeepMind, will step back to focus on long-term projects. Meanwhile, Koray
Kavukcuoglu will replace him. Jeff Dean, a long-time Google employee, will also leave to start a new Al
company with three other researchers. These changes have caused concern among employees who fear
they signify a decline in Google's innovative spirit.

Despite being a leader in the Al field, Google is seen as slower than its competitors, OpenAl and Anthropic.
CEO Sundar Pichai said the company is committed to improving its pace and aims to continue being at the
forefront of Al development. Key industry figures view these changes as a push for a faster, more product-
driven approach at DeepMind.

Insiders say internal competition is increasing, with a greater push to hire employees who can help launch
Al products more quickly. Some believe the changes reflect a loss of influence for Hassabis and suggest
growing ethical concerns within Google. Critics have raised questions about Google's recent defence
contract, which could involve controversial military applications. Such issues and the loss of influential
voices like Dean may complicate Google's journey ahead.

Vocabulary List:

reshuffle // ri:'[afal// (noun): a change in people’s roles or job positions

underlying // .Andar'latin// (adjective): hidden and more important than it first seems
strategy //'streetad3i// (noun): a plan for how to reach a goal

innovative //'ina,vertiv// (adjective): using new ideas or new methods

competitors //kem'petatarz// (noun): other people or companies trying to succeed

ou AW

forefront //'for,frant// (noun): the most important or leading position

Comprehension Questions

Multiple Choice
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1. Who is stepping back to focus on long-term projects?

Option: Sundar Pichai
Option: Demis Hassabis
Option: Jeff Dean

Option: Koray Kavukcuoglu

2. Who will replace Demis Hassabis?

Option: Jeff Dean

Option: Sundar Pichai

Option: Koray Kavukcuoglu
Option: An unknown candidate

3. What significant change is occurring within Google's Al team?

Option: Leadership changes
Option: New product launches
Option: Layoffs

Option: Acquisitions

4. What is Jeff Dean planning to do after leaving Google?
Option: Join OpenAl
Option: Start a new Al company
Option: Become a consultant
Option: Retire

5. Which company is Google competing with in Al innovation?

Option: Microsoft
Option: Amazon
Option: OpenAl
Option: Facebook

6. What does CEO Sundar Pichai emphasize for Google's future in Al?

Option: Stability

Option: Speed and innovation

Option: Cost reduction

Option: Collaboration with government

True-False
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7. Demis Hassabis is leaving Google completely.

8. Sundar Pichai is the head of Google DeepMind.

9. Internal competition at Google is reportedly increasing.

10. Google is considered the fastest company in the Al field.

11. Jeff Dean is starting a new Al company with three other researchers.

12. Critics have raised ethical concerns about Google's government contracts.

Gap-Fill

13. Demis Hassabis is stepping back to focus on long-term projects while Koray Kavukcuoglu will

him.
14. Insiders have indicated that there is an increasing push to hire employees who can help launch Al
products more quickly.
15. Critics have raised questions about Google's recent defence that could involve
controversial military applications.
16. Despite being a leader in Al, Google is seen as than its competitors.
17. These changes have caused concern among employees who fear they signify a decline in Google's
innovative
18. Key industry figures view the changes as a push for a faster, more approach at

DeepMind.

Answer

Multiple Choice: 1. Demis Hassabis 2. Koray Kavukcuoglu 3. Leadership changes 4. Start a new Al company
5. OpenAl 6. Speed and innovation
True-False: 7. False
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8. False 9. True 10. False 11. True 12. True
Gap-Fill: 13. replace 14. quickly 15. contract 16. slower 17. spirit 18. product-driven
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